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Ngoai vil ¢ gay qul holt dl ng, thanh vién nhém con t0 chic nhilu cullc xullng di0ng, t0 chic
van ngh, bil u tinh, tri0n 1&m, d0 t0 o cho céng chung Hoa KO bilt tinh tring ngl0i t0 nln trong
cac trli 0 Bong Nam A.

IRVINE, California (NV) - Nhil u thanh vién c0a nhdém Project Ngiic t0 hip vO dii hOc UCI t0i
Thi Badld 6n l0i mOtthOi kD cong tdc din thén va diu tranh cho ngd0i Vit tdi cac trlitl nln
Pong Nam A hii thIp nién 1980, kOt hIp vii mOt cullc tril n 1&m hinh 0nh hoO't dl ng clla nhém
t0i th0 viOn Langson cla trd0ng dli hOc.

“Chang t6i blt dlu dO0 an hi dé bl ng mdt nil m dam mé,” 6ng Thomas Wilson, sang Il p vién
Project NgOc, ki I0i cdu chuyln b0t ddu cach day 25 nam, khi 6ng la sinh vién cao hi ¢ nganh
toan cla UCI. “Luc do, t6i co6 nhilu bl n ngd0i Viot. MOt ngd 0i trong sO nay, tén Trinh Do, kO vOi
t6i mOt cau chuyln th0Ong tam t0i trdit0 nOn 0 HOng Kéng. RUi anh hi ti: 'Sao anh khéng lam
gi c0? Nhilu ngd0i dang b0 gilt, b0 chOt, trén di0ng vO Ot biln."' ThD la chung t6i I0p ra Project
NgOc. ROi téi Ién ndi chuyl n vOi khoa trl0ng.”

Tho r0i, dng Wilson xin mO0 mOt 10p hO c vao mua Xuan nam 1987, d0 sinh vién via hic [0y tin
chO vOa tr0 thanh nhO ng nha holt ddng chinh trd ddu tranh cho ngl0it0 nOn Vidt Nam.

“MOcdichclallphOclatioramitsl O0ng hl cho nhing ngdOitd nOn Vidt Nam, luc dé la nin
nhén cla hiitlc Thai Lan, chiln tranh t0i Cambodia, b0 kit trong cac trli t0 nodn Bong Nam A
trong nhillu nam,” 6ng Wilson cho bilt.

Va Project Nglc xut phat t0 10p hdc nay.

Ong kO ra mit s0 nhan s cung lam vil ¢ vi ng trong Project Ngl ¢, bao g m clu Dan Bilu
Tr0n Théai Van, nha bao Binh Quang Anh Thai, anh Anton V@, Bac ST Mai Phing NguyOn, Lult
SO Daniel B0 Khanh va mit sO ng00i khac.

Cong tac dlu tién cla Project Nglc la gay qul dilc $4,000 d0 gOi b0 n thanh vién sang Hl ng
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Kéng dllu tranh cho quyln IDi cla ngl0i Viottl nOn va phin dii chinh quyln Anh di dilnh déng
clatritl nOn.

Sau nay, 6ng Wilson ciing sang hol't dilng trong cac trli t0 nin 0 Thai Lan mOt thdi gian.

Tontly

“Nh0 ng sinh vién tham gia Project Ngc la nhing ngd0i rdt c6 long, lam vilc tOn tly va dlu
tranh r0t mOnh mO va hilu qud cho ngd0i Viltt0 ndn,” nha bdo Dinh Quang Anh Thai chia sO.

Theo I0i 6ng kO, luc d6, 6ng sU hlu mdt nha in. Trong mOt I0n d00c mOi dl n ndi chuyl n vOi sinh
vién UCI nhan dip 30 Thang TO, 6ng nghe ndi din Project Ngl c. Sau khi di0c gili thilu vOi
6ng Thomas Wilson, dng Théi giup mOt tay li0 n.

“Chinh anh Thai la ngh Ui in gitp chang téi nhil u tai liou cla Project Ngl ¢ ma khéng I0y a0 ng
nao,” 6ng Thomas Wilson cho bilt.

Ludt SO NguyOn Quic Lan, 0y vién Gido DO c Hi ¢ Khu Garden Grove va tlng la chi t0ch t
chic LAVAS, mOtt0 chic phap ly tr0 giup ngl0it0 nOn, cho rdng nhO ng thanh vién Project
NgOc la nhOng ngl0i rOt “phi thO 0 ng.”

“HO dam gO0ingd0it0i HIng Kéng du khéng bilt gi vi HIng Kéng,” Lul't SO Lan ndi. “HO con
diangilidin Quic HIi MO valin diu tién vin ding di0c mOt nghlD quylt céng nhin ngdOit0
ndn. HO 1a mOtt0 chic sinh vién khéng chi thul n tuy gay qul holt dlng, ma hl c¢é nhi ng holt
ding rOt phithD0ng vao thii dil m dé.”

Nha van Nhit Ti0n, mOt ng00i ¢6 nhilu hodt ddng vii sinh vién t0i UCI trong thO p nién 1980
ctng cong nhin tinh thO'n c0a Project Nglc dlli v i ngO0i t0 nOn.
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Ong kO : “HOi d6, t6i c6 ¢l ng tac vili mOt nhém sinh vién quan tam dln nhilu vin &0 cla ngl0i
t0 nOn Vilt Nam. ROi t6i bi0t d0 n Project Ngd ¢, cting c6 lam chung vOi hD mOt sD vilc. MOilOn
hip vOihO, t6i thOy hO thOo ludn r0t séi ndi. HO r0t nhidt tinh va hit long vOi vin mOnh nOi trGi
cladantlc. HO c6 tim long thilt tha vOingOOitl nOn.”

TO hao

“T6i co6 thd ndi ring do la mit thdi kI dang nhi trong culc dUi,” Lult SO TrOn Thai Van, clu
sinh vién UCI va la dan bilu g0c Viot diu tién t0i California, n6i tri0c ¢l t0a. “Hii dd, chung téi
mul n gidi thilu mOt céi gi d6 cho nhng ngl i khdng co6 til ng ndi. Project Ngll ¢ cling gid ng nhi
cac t0 chic sinh vién khac t0i UCI. Chang t6i cung lam vil ¢ vOi nhau, chia sO y kiln, d0 d0tmdc
dich chung.”

Ong kI, cach day hai nam, trong ltc di viin dlng tranh ¢, mOt nd lult sO gOc Vilt nhin ra 6ng.
PhO n0 nay tOng 0 tr0it0 nO0n HOng Kéng luc 5 tuli va vin nhi luc 6ng Van vao tham trli, dla
cho c6 mOt trai tao.

Ong chia s thém: “Dé 14 I0n a0 u tién trong dli ¢6 dl0c cho mit trai tdo. SO kil n nay nhic nhi
t6i thOi kD cOa Project Ngc. Trong thUi gian lam villc vOi Project NgUc, t6i hOc hDidiOc rOt
nhidu dilu quy gia.”

Anh Anton Vi, mdt trong b0n ng00i d0u tién cOa Project Ngl ¢ diln tham trli t0 nOn HOng Kong,
t0 hao vOi kinh nghilm ¢6 di0 ¢ khi lam vilc viingdOitd ndn.

Hinh ngii Vil t Nam bil u tinh trong trl i 1 nl n Hl ng Kéng, chl ng cUl ng
bl ¢ hii hi0 ng, do thanh vién Project Ngli c chilp dil c.
(Hinh: Van Khi. béng Nam A, UCI)

“Chang t6i di0c nhilu ngd0i bilt, nhdng mOi ngd0i chdng t6i hic d00 ¢ rdt nhil u kinh nghil m,
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kinh nghil' m ca nhén, kinh nghio m t0p th0, r0t quy bau,” anh Anton néi.

Bac ST Mai Ph00ng Nguyl n, mit thanh vién khac clla Project NgU ¢, cho ring nhing gi cé hUc
trong khilam vilc v i ngO0it0 nOn la khéng thd so sanh di0c.

“Thii gian lam vil ¢ trong Project NglUc la vo gia. Toi ti ng noi vOi b0 n hic cla téi, n0u khéng lam
mOt dilu gi d6 giDng nhO Project NgU ¢ trong luc 0 dUi hi ¢ thi c6 mdt dilu gi dé khéng binh
thO00ng vOicul c ddi sinh vién cla quy vO,” nd bac st nay ndi.

PoivliLult SO Daniel B0 Khanh, 6ng cm thy “r0t mOnh” khi hOit00ng I0i nhO ng gi Project
NgOc bOtdiu 25 nam tri0c.

Ong kO : “Trén dl0ng l&i xe dln day, t6i hii t10ng lGc dé minh chll 1& mOt sinh vién 19 tuli,
nhdng sao minh I0i 'm0 nh thD.' Lac do, du chia bao gil di khii Orange County, nhilng t0i sao
minh dam giup ngl0it0 nOn, t0i sao minh 'm0nh qua.' Vil ¢ minh lam tuy nhi, nhO ng giup thay
dii sl phin mOtsO ngdOi. Khéng ngd nhng dil u minh chO nghe trong I0p, chD ddc trén sach,
ma lam di0c, m0 mOt cho nhilu ng00i trong cOng dl ng.”

0Tri0 n lam 'Project Ngl ¢’

Ngay khi b0 c vao thd viln Langson ca UCI, mOi ngd0ithly ngay mOt khung kil ng I0n trén
t00ng va hai t0 kil ng to hai bén, trdng bay nhilu hinh 0 nh, bai vilt, tranh c0 dlng, lién quan di n
ngd0itl nOn Vit Nam va holt ddng cla Project Ngdc.

Trén t00ng la nhi ng bl ¢ tranh do sinh vién UCI vO, néi v0 tinh trl ng bi dat cla ngi0i Viot Nam
trong cac trli t0 nOn. MOt t0 kil ng khac 1a hinh Dnh ng00it0 nOn khi mdi ddn trdi, hinh O0nh
thanh vién Project Nglic hiip, t0 chic van ngh gay qul, xudng ding phOn dli chinh quydn
cac ni0c Chau A doi déng cla trlitl nin, bilu tinh tri0c TOng Lanh SO VOO ng Qulc Anh 0 Los
Angeles, bil u tinh trong khudn vién UCI d0 m0i ngO Ui bilt tinh tring c0a ngl0it0 nOn...
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Nhil u ng00i cO'm d0 ng khi nhin 10§ nhi ng hinh 0nh nay, nhit l1a nhan vién Van Khi Déng Nam A
cla thd viln.

C6 Andra Yun, mdt chuyén vién [Du trd cOa thd viln, chia sO: “SOp xOp nhing hinh Onh cla
Project Ngic la miOt vil c khéng di va diy cIm xdc. Khi nhin nhi ng t0m hinh, di ¢ nhi ng 14 thO
cla sinh vién, mii cIm nhOn d00c kho khan cla ngii0i tl nOn va nhing gi Project NgUc da
lam.”

“Téi nght mOingl0i nén dIn xem tril n 1&m nay di tran trdng nhing gi hO trdi qua va nhi ng gi
sinh vién UCI lam qua Project Ngl c. Bil't dau, h ¢6 thD tim thOy minh, holc ngd0ithan cla
minh, qua nhi ng t0m hinh nay,” c6 Andra néi thém.

Ba Christina Woo, giam dil ¢ Van KhD Déng Nam A, néi: “Téi tl ng gl p nhl ng sinh vién Vit
Nam cho bilt h0 sinh ra trong trdi t0 nOn, hoU ¢ gia dinh hO t0ng sOng trong trdi t0 nOn. Téi nght
cullc dii miingOUirdisO qua di, nhing nhing hinh Onh v0 culc dli ngd0itl nOn, ciing nhO
cbng tac clla Project NgUc, s con mai, t0 thd h0 nay qua th0 h0 khac.”

“Nhi0m vO cla chung téi la I0u gi0 nhOng tai lilu quy gia nay, nhing cau chuyin I0ch sO ngdOi
t0 nOdn ddn MO, hd di hdc ra sao, kilm vil ¢ lam nhi thd nao, bl o Ianh thdn nhan mit bao lau va
nhidu chuyln khac nla lién quan ddn ng00it0 nOn. Day la nhi ng tai liDu r0t quy gia,” ba noi
thém.

Flyer tril n Iam “Boat People, the Cry for Freedom” do Project Ngli ¢ {1 chilc
f1ithi0ng xa PhOU ¢ LU ¢ Thi, Westminster, va dli hl ¢ UCI nam 1991.
(Hinh: Van Khl Bbéng Nam A, UCI)
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Ba cho biC't tril n 1am “Hope of Freedom, Project Ngli ¢'s Decade of Dedication” t0'i thO villn
Langson vin tidp tdc cho din Thang MOOiva miigdi mdingd0i ddn xem.

Trong bai diln van dic t0i buli hOp mdt, Tidn ST Manuel Gomez, clu phé vil n trd0ng UCI, cho
bilt n0 u khéng trli qua kinh nghiim cla ng00it0 nOn, ngd0i ta khéng thl hiDu gi4 trd c0a tl do.

“Khong ai tin vao ly t10ng mOnh hin va thuln tdy hin so viingd0it0 nOn sOng t0i Hoa KO,” 6ng
tuyén b0 . “Khi d0 c cau chuyln v ng00it0 nOn, do Project Nglc cung cp, quy vO phichoang
vang khi bilt minh ¢6 dilc an la cong dan dill ¢ sinh ra t0i Hoa KO. MO ¢ du quyln I0i cdng dan
khéng dliIc phan bl ding dlu, sinhratdi MO ¢é mOt quyln I0ir0tI0n khéng thd chii cai. Bé la
chung ta khéng phii trdn khii qué hi0ng vOi hy vilng tim quy chi t0 n0n, hoc khong phUi bl
trdn d0 di tim cai khong c6 ti qué hing minh.”

“NhOng gi ngl0itl nOntrdiqua dd din Hoa KO thDOng rdt kinh kh ng va nguy hid m. Chinh
nhOng didu nay la mOt déng gép dily hia hin cho dit ni0c nay,” Til n ST Manuel Gomez nai
thém.

'Project Ngli c'

DO an dillc dit tén Project Nglc, theo 6ng Wilson gilli thich, xul't phat t0 truyl n “Thuy and
Ngoc Lan,” do éng vilt, kO vO tr00ng hUp hai ¢ gai Vit Nam vO0t bién, nhing chd ¢6 Thuy diin
difc bin bl 0 do.

Ngoai vil ¢ gay quD holt dl ng, thanh vién nhém con t0 chic nhilu cullc xullng di0ng, t0 chic
van ngh, bil u tinh, tri0n 1&m, d0 t0 o cho céng chung Hoa KO bilt tinh tring ngl0i t0 nl n trong
cac trli 0 Bong Nam A.

Thanh vién Project NgUc din cac trdi t0 nOn, chOp hinh, phng vin, vi0t bao cao, rli viln dl ng
chinh quyln cac clp 0 MO va cac chinh phU khac d0 can thilp gitp d0 ngd0i Viltt0 ndn dd
khong bl cl0ng bach hili hI0ng. Cac bln bao cdo vl ngllitl nin Vilt Nam cling gay chu y
cho Cao Uy TO NOn cla Lién Hilp Qulc.

6/7



25 nam 'Project Ngl¢': Tranh dlu cho nglUi t0 nin la vé gia

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: DI Dzng/Ngl i Vilt
Th&#7913; N&#259;m, 26 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2012 08:00

N&m 1997, Project Ngl ¢ chom di't holt d0 ng sau khi cac tr0i t0 n0n Doéng Nam A hoan toan
dong cla.
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