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Benjamin Franklin (17 thang 01 1706 - 17 thang 4 1790) la mOt trong nhi ng ngd0i thanh I0p dOt
nd0c nOitilng nhit cla Hoa KO. Ong la mOt chinh trd gia, m0t nha khoa hi ¢, mOt tac gi0, mOt
thD in, mOt tri0t gia, mOt nha phat minh, nha holt ding xa hii, mit nha ngoli giao hang dl u.
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D0 ngli Khéng cé

W Deborah Read

Nghl nghil p Nha khoa hi ¢
Tac gia
Nha chinh tr0

Benjamin Franklin (17 thang 01 1706 - 17 thang 4 1790) la m0Ot trong nhi ng ngd0i thanh I0p dOt
nl0c nditilng nhit cla Hoa KO. Ong la mit chinh tr0 gia, mOt nha khoa hilc, mOt tac gil, mOt
thD in, mOt tri0t gia, mOt nha phat minh, nha holt ding xa hii, mit nha ngoli giao hang dl u.
Trong linh v ¢ khoa hic, 6ng la gd0ng mOt dil n hinh cOa I0ch sO vt ly vi nh0 ng kham pha cla
6ng va nhiing ly thuydt vl diln, vi d0 nhO cac kham pha vO hiln t00ng sOm, sét. VOi vai tro mit
chinh trl gia va mOt nha holt ding xa hii, bngda diaray tiing vl miOtnd0c MO [1] va vOi vai
trd mOt nha ngoli giao trong thdi ki Cach ming MO, éng da lam cho lién minh |a Phép giup dl
dl c6 thd gianh ddc I0p.

Franklin ndi tiong vO sO ham hilu bi0t cda 6ng, vO cac tac phim cla éng (co tinh phl biln, tinh
chinh tr0 va khoa hic) va tinh da dilng cUa céc Iinh vilc ma 6ng quan tdm. La m0t nha lanh dil o
cla Thiidii Khai Sdng, 6ng da c6 dillc cong nhin, O0ng hi cla cl cac nha khoa hic va gili tri
thil ¢ khi p Chau Au. Ong da thanh céng trong vil ¢ bl o dim vl quan sl cting nhi tr0 gilp tai
chinh cla Phap Ia mOt déng gép to I0n cho s thing I0i ¢l a cach ming ching I0i Anh. Ong
cling la ngl0i da phat minh ra ¢t ching sét. Ong la ngl0i sim a0 x00ng vD sO thing nhitcla
cac thulc dia. Cac nha sl gia gili 6ng la "Ngli MO dlu tién"

Sinh ra 0 Boston, Massachusetts, Franklin da hi c nghl in t0 anh trai cDa 6ng va tr0 thanh mOt
ch bién tIp bao, mitthd in va mOtthi0ng gia rit gilu c6 0 Philadelphia. Ong da c6 nhilu ndm
sing 0 Anhva xuOtbOnOn phOm nditi0ng Poor Richard's Almanac (Alamac cl a Richard
nghéo) va [ n phl m Pennsylvania Gazette (cong bao Pennsylvania). Ong da thanh I0p cl thi
viln cong va si clu hol diu tién t0i MO ctng nhD Junto, mOt céau I0c b0 thd o lul n chinh tr0.
Trong giai don nay éng da vilt bai 0ng hU til n gily, ching cac chinh sach cla nhing ngili
theo chl nghta tring thOOng, nhD LuCt sOtnam 1750, va ciing phac thl o KO hol ch Albany cla
Lién minh nam 1754, sau nay sl t0o ramOt cl sO 10p phap cho thulc dila; thd hiin s nhin
thOctl ritsOm cla éng vl vilc cac thulc diatintlitl nhién vOitl cach mitdin vO chinh trD.

Franklin da tr0 thanh mOt anh hung quO c gia t0i MO khi 6ng ddn ddu nO I0c doi NghO vidn

VOO ng quic Anh hull b0 mOtBUo lulttem thD gady mOt long dan. VOitl cadch mOt nha ngoli
giao, 6ng di0c nhilu ngd0i Phap kinh tring vOi t0 cach mOtvd b0 tr00ng MO tdi Paris, mOt nhan
vt quan tr0 ng trong vill ¢ phat tril n cac quan hi than thiln Phap-Md. TO nam 1775 t0i nam
1776, Franklin la TOng gidm di ¢ Bl u dil n thuOc BOi h0i Thulc dla va tl nam 1785 t0i nam
1788 la ChD tOch HOUi dl ng Hanh phédp TOi cao Pennsylvania. TOi culi dii, éng trd nén mit

trong nhi ng nhéan vt c6 Unh hiOng nhitOng hO ChO nghta bai nd.
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Franklin r0t quan tam t0i khoa hUc va ki thul't, 6ng da tho ¢ hil n nhi ng thi nghillm va phat minh
dil n nOi ti0 ng— ngoai cOt thu 16i — bl p 16 Franklin, 0ng thong til u, chan nhai, harmonica, va
kinh hai trong. Ong ciing déng vai trd quan trl ng trong vil ¢ thanh I0p BOi hi ¢ Pennsylvania va
Tr00ng Franklin va Marshall. Ong da di0c b0 u lam chO tich ddu tién c0a Hi Trilt hic MO, hoi
hic thult d0u tién t0i Hoa KO, ndm 1769. Franklin néi thanh th0 o nam tho tilng. Ong thi 0 ng
dilc cong nhin la ngl0i da tai.

Tilu sO
TO tién

Cha Franklin, Josiah Franklin, sinh t0i Ecton, Northamptonshire, Anh QuU ¢ ngay 23 thang 12
nam 1657, con trai cla Thomas Franklin, m0t th0 rén va néng dan, va Jane White. Ml 6ng,
Abiah Folger, sinh t0i Nantucket, Massachusetts, ngay 15 thang 8 nam 1667, con clla Peter
Folger, mit chD cli xay va gido vién trl0ng lang cung vO 1a Mary Morrill, ting la mOt ngd0i hdu
hip d0ng. MOt nhanh cla dong hi Folgers, J. A. Folger, ngdi sang I0p Folgers Coffee 0 thd kO
19.

KhoOng nam 1677, Josiah 10y Anne Child t0i Ecton, va trong vai nam sau dé sinh ba ngi i con.
NhOng ngd0i anh em nda dong méu do clla Benjamin Franklin g0 m Elizabeth (2 thang 3 nam
1678), Samuel (16 thang 5 nam 1681), va Hannah (25 thang 5 nam 1683).

0 mOtthdidilm nao d6 nla culi nam 1683, nha Franklin r0i Anh t0i Boston, Massachusetts. HO
sinh thém nhilu ngl0i con nda tli Boston, gl m Josiah Jr. (23 thang 8 nam 1685), Ann (5 thang
1 nam 1687), Joseph (5 thang 2 nam 1688), va Joseph (30 thang 6 nam 1689) (nglii con dlu
tién tén Joseph chit ngay sau khi sinh).

VO cla Josiah, Anne, mit tdi Boston ngay 9 thang 7 nam 1689. 6ng cl i Abiah Folger ngay 25
thang 11 nam 1689 tli Old South Church 0 Boston va dilc Samuel Willard lam IO .

Josiah va Abiah cé 10 ngi0i con: John (7 thang 12 nam 1690), Peter (22 thang 12 nam 1692),
Mary (26 thang 9 nam 1694), James (4 thang 2 nam 1697), Sarah (9 thang 7 nam 1699),
Ebenezer (20 thang 9 nam 1701), Thomas (7 thang 12 nam 1703), Benjamin (17 thang 1 nam
1706), Lydia (8 thang 8 nam 1708), va Jane (27 thang 3 nam 1712).

Tuli tho

000 Chl ky cda Benjamin Franklin
Benjamin Franklin sinh t0i Milk Street 0 Boston ngay 17 thang 1 nam 1706 [6] va dil0crlatlitli
Old South Meeting House. Cha 6ng, Josiah Franklin, la mit ng00i lam nln, xa phong va ban

hang t0p hdéa, ngl Ui vO thl hai cla éng, Abiah Folger, la md cla Benjamin. Hai cul ¢ hén nhéan
cla Josiah mang I0i 17 ngl0i con; Benjamin la con thO md0ilam va la con trai nh0 tuli nhit.
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Josiah t0ng mulln Ben t0i tr0 0 ng dong nhilng chl ¢é dU til n cho édng theo hi ¢ trong hai nam.
Ong d4 theo hic t0i Tri0 ng Latinh Boston nhil ng khéng tt nghill p; éng til p tl ¢ hil ¢ bl ng cach
di ¢ ngl u nghil n nhing culln sach cé dilc. Du "cha mO éng da mul n coi nha thl la mit céng
vil ¢" cho Franklin, s hic cla éng chim dit khi 6ng I1én mi0i. Sau d6 6ng lam vil ¢ cho cha
trong mit thOi gian va khi 12 tulli éng b0t d0u tr0 thanh thO hOc vil ¢ cho anh trai la James, mOt
ng0Oi lam nghd in. Khi Ben 15 tuli, James da thanh I0p t0 New England Courant, t0 bao dic
I0p thOt sO d0u tién t0i cac thul c dila. Khi bl t0 chliy mul n tham gia vilt bai cho t0 bao nay,
Franklin da dl't ra but danh 'Mrs. Silence Dogood', ngi i c6 vO 1a mOt goéa phU trung nién.

Nh0O ng bai vilt cla 6ng dilc dang trén bao va trl thanh chl d0 cla m0t cull ¢ tranh lud n trong
thD trOn. GO James va nhiing di ¢ gil t0 Courant d0u khéng bilt sO th0 ¢, va James da khéng hai
long vOi Ben khi kham phé ra ring ngl Ui viDt nhi ng bai do6 la em trai cl'a minh. Franklin b0
chan hic vil ¢ khi khéng di 0 c phép va vi thl d& trJ thanh mOt kD trln chly.[2]

0 tuli 17, Franklin b0 di t0i Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, tim kil m m0t kh0i d0u mOi t0i mOt thanh
phd mOi. Khi mOid0n éng lam vil ¢ cho nhilu ti0 m in quanh thO trdn. Tuy nhién, 6ng khéng hai
long vl i nh ng vidn cOnh tri0c mOt. Sau vai thang, tuy dang lam vil ¢ trong mOt nha in, Franklin
b0 vO ThOng ddc Pennsylvania Ngai William Keith thuyOt phUc di t0i London, b0 ngoai la do
mua sO thilt bl cOn thi0t cho vilc thanh [0p mOtt0 bao mdi t0i Philadelphia. Phat hiln nhOng 10i
hia hOn cla Keith vO vilc hO tr0 t0 bao la dii tr4, Franklin da lam vilc nh0 mOt th0 sOp chi
trong mdttiom in t0i ndi ngay nay la Nha th0 Thanh Bartholomew-the-Great tli Smithfield trong
khu London.

Sau do, 6ng quay tr0 I0i Philadelphia nam 1726 vOi s giup d0 cla mit nha budn tén la Thomas
Denham, 6ng da cho Franklin mit chan ki toan, va gil tidm cla 6ng.[3]

Nam 1727, Benjamin Franklin, 0 tuli 21, I0p ra Junto, mOt nhom “nhi ng thd thd cong va nha
buén t0 nguyl n va khao khat hy viing t0 cli thil n minh bl ng cach cli thiln ¢l ng dlng." Junto
la mOt nhédm thlo luln nhOng viln d0 cl0athOily; culicung né dintlish radliclanhilutl
chi ¢ khac t0i Philadelphia.

Bl c sach la mit hol't d0ng th0 0 ng xuyén cla Junto, nhilng sach thii Oy r0t hilm va dit. Cac
thanh vién da I0p ra mOt thO vidn, va ban ddu hD mang sach cla minh t0i gop.

Cach nay khéng hillu qul, tuy nhién Franklin tilp tOc viiy t00ng mOt thd vion ma dic gil sO
phOi trd til n khi m00n s&ch, va céc thanh vién s gép tiln cla minh vao dl mua sach. Y tllng
nay din tlisl radlicla Congty Tho viln (Library Company), va hil n chilng cla Library
Company of Philadelphia di 0 ¢ Franklin so0n thio nam 1731.

Ban dlu, nhi ng culln sach diCc gil t0i nha nhOng ngd0ithD thD, nh0 ng vao nam 1739 bl sach
di0c chuyln t0i tOng hai toa nha State House ca Pennsylvania, va hion dic giii la
Independence Hall. Nam 1791, mOt toa nha mOi d00c xay riéng cho thd vil n. Library Company
phat triln minh md khéng gl p phii b0t kO sO clnh tranh nao va s hou nhilu b0 sach vé gia
nhd bl sach c0a James Logan va ngli0i anh/em cla éng la William. Library Company trong thl
kD hai mO0ila mOtthO vidn nghién cOu va tham khio vi dlli bdi n6 c6 t0i 500.000 cul n sach

hid m, sach ming, gily khO r0ng, hOn 160.000 van bl n chép tay va 75.000 hinh hol.

Khi Denham chit, Franklin quay tr0 vO vOicong vilc trl0c kia c0a minh. TOi nam 1730, Franklin
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da thanh I0p mOt nha in cl a riéng minh va da trl thanh mit chd bao cla t0 "The Pennsylvania
Gazette". TO Gazette mang I0i cho Franklin mOt dil n dan d0 kéu gli ngl0i dan thic hiln nhidu
cullc cli cach va sang kil n t0i d0a ph00ng théng qua nhi ng bai vilt va nhin ddnh. Cung vOi
thOi gian, sO binh ludn c0a éng, cung vOi hinh 0nh mOt nha cong nghilp va tri thc tr0 tuli,
khiln éng c6 dilc sl ton tring I0n cla mdi ngd 0i; tho m chi sau khi Franklin da c6 di0c danh
tidng vli t0 cach mOt nha khoa hic, mit quan chdc nha n00c, 6ng thO0ng ky tén dii nhi ng
bl c thO miOt cach khiém t0n 'B. Franklin, Chl nha in'.[4]

Franklin d0 x00ng kO holch xay diing tr0 s HOitam di0m nam 1731 va da tr0 thanh mOt nhan
vt quan tring cla hii (Grand Master) nam 1734, bao hilu sO thang til n nhanh chdong vi danh
ving cla éng t0i Pennsylvania.[5][6] Cung nam Oy, éng sUa chia va xullt bl n culln sach dlilu
tién cla HOitam diim t0i MO, mOt culn tai bin cla culn TO chOc cla Hiitam dilm cla James
Anderson. Trong sult cull ¢ dli minh Franklin ludn la mOt thanh vién cla hii.[7][8]

Deborah Read

Nam 1724, khi dang hi c vil ¢ tli nha cl a Read, Franklin da yéu Deborah Read tri0c khi t0i
London theo yéu cllu cla Thi ng dl c Keith. Thii gian d6, m0 cla Read khéng mull n con minh
hia hén vii mit chang trai mi0i b0y tuli dang trén d00ng t0i London. Ching ba mii qua dlli va
Ba Read khiOc t0 I0i cOu hén cla Franklin.[9]

Khi Franklin dang 0 London, Deborah da I0y mit ngd0itén la John Rodgers. Day la mit quy0dt
di nh sai I0m. Rodgers ngay sau dé trin n0 va chly tli Barbados, d0 Deborah I0i. Vi khéng ai
bil't than th0 sau do cla Rodgers, va lult phap c m song hén, Deborah khéng dil0 ¢ chinh thi ¢
tai hén.

Franklin cing cé vin d0 cla riéng minh. Nam 1730, 6ng cong nhi'n mOt dl a con trai ngoai gia
thu tén la William, édng nay sau nay sl la vl th ng dic bl o hoang culi cung cla New Jersey.
Tuy khdng ai bilt danh tinh cla m0 William, c6 [0 trach nhil m nuéi ddOng mit da trl 1a mOt ly
do khil'n Franklin quydt ddnh v 0 chung vii Deborah Read. William d00c Franklin nuéi ding
trong nha minh va culli cung da blt ding y kil n vii b0l vO cach xU ly cac thulc dla vii Hoang
gia Anh. Tuy nhién, éng khong sl dllng uy tin cla cha dl hé hao cho I0p trl0ng cla minh.

Franklin da t0 chic cOlithOctd (khéng hén I0) vii Deborah Read ngay 1 thang 9 nam 1730.
Benjamin va Deborah Franklin c6 hai ngi0i con (ngoai William). Con cU la Francis Folger
Franklin, sinh thdng 10 nam 1732; 6ng chit vi bl nh d0 u mua nam 1736. Sarah Franklin, tén
th00ng gOi la Sally, sinh nam 1743. Ba c00i Richard Bache, c6 by nglii con, va la ngd0i cham
soc Franklin khi 6ng gia c0.

Deborah sl billn dll ng nghta vUi vil c ba khdng bao gill di cung Franklin trén b0t kil chuyln di
nao tli Chau Au, du 6ng da nhilu I0n yéu clu.

Thanh céng vUi vai tro tac gia

Nam 1733, Franklin b0t d0u xudt bl n cul n sach nii til ng Poor Richard's Almanac (vOi cl
nhOng bai vilt cla riéng 6ng va vay min), cul n s&ch nay d& mang I0i r0t nhil u danh tid ng cho
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6ng. Nhi ng cau cham ngbn trong cull n sach d6 nhi "A penny saved is twopence dear" (th00ng
bl trich d0 n sai thanh "MOt penny tilt kiim di0c la mOt penny kil m di0c"), "NhO ng vO khach va
ca dl u bl ¢ mui sau ba ngay" vin con la nhO ng cau thi 0 ng gi p trong hil n t0i. SO hi0u bidt v

x& hi dan gian c6 nghia con ngl0i c6 khd nang bidn ddi trong bt kI mOt hoan cl nh hil n t0i,
va nhing dlc gil cla Franklin luén cé di0c dilu d6. Ong da ban khol ng mi i nghin cul n mii
nam.[10]

Nam 1758, nam 6ng ngng vil't cho cul n Almanac, 6ng xult bl n cull n Father Abraham's
Sermon. Culln t0 truydn cOa Franklin, d00c xult b0 n sau khi éng chit, da tr0 thanh mOt culn
sach kinh didn cla thd loli nay.

NhO ng phat minh va nghién clu khoa hiic

Franklin la m0t nha phat minh phi th0ng. Trong s nhl ng phat minh cla éng c6 clt thu I6i, dan
armonica, bl p 10 Franklin, kinh hai trong, va 0 ng thdng til u mO m. Franklin khéng bao gill xin

bl n quyd n cho phat minh cla minh; trong t0 truyl n 6ng da vilt, "Vi chang ta dang h00ng th
nhidu s tan ti0n c6 di0c t0 phat minh ca nhi ng ngl0i khac, chang ta cOn phli sung sO0ng khi
co cU hiiphOc vl nhing nglUi khac bl ng nhi ng phat minh cla minh; va chung ta phii lam
dilu d6 mit cach tholi mai va hao phong."[11]

Nam 1743, Franklin I0p ra HOi Tri0t hoc MO d0 lam n0i thD o lud n cac kham pha cho nhi ng nha
khoa hUc. 6ng b0t dlu tidn hanh nghién cOu vO diln, va céng vil ¢ nay cung vli nhd ng cong
trinh khoa hi ¢ khac cla éng, sU til p t0 ¢ theo 6ng ¢l cul ¢ dli, gilla nhi ng khol ng thi gian
danh cho chinh trl va kid m til n.[12]

MO t hinh minh hl a trén 0 bao cl a
Franklin vi. ' ng mang va gio b c."”
N&m 1748, 6ng thdi nghl in va chuyl n sang nganh kinh doanh khac. Ong lién kot voi vo dic
cong cla minh 1a, David Hall, ngl0i da chia nda sO 10it0c t0 gian hang vOi Franklin trong 18
nam. Céng vil ¢ kinh doanh nhilu I0i nhul n nay khiln éng cé thdi gian cho nghién clu, va trong
vai ndm 6ng da c6 nhill u phat minh mang I0i danh til ng cting nhi hilc v trén khlp Chau Au, va
dic biltlatli Phap.

Trong sl d6 c6 nghién clu cla éng vl diln. Franklin cho rlng dil n phat ra t0 "th0y tinh" va
"nh0a cay" khéng phlila nhing kilu "chit [Du didn" (nh0 diln d0Cc gdi thdi0y) khdc nhau, ma
clng la mit chit IDu diln dO0i nhi ng &p 10 ¢ khac nhau. Ong 1a ngll0i dlu tién dl't tén cho chiing
la dd0ng va am,[13] va 6ng cling la ngl Ui d0 u tién kham pha ra nguyén ly bl o toan diln
tich.[14] Nam 1750, 6ng xult b0n m0t bai viDt a0 xult mOt cul c thi nghil m d0 chOng minh r0 ng
sét la diln b0 ng cach thl mOt chilc dilu trong ¢l n bao c6 vl sO tr0 thanh mOt cOn béo sét.
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Ngay 10 thang 5 nam 1752, Thomas-Francois Dalibard n00c Phap da til n hanh thi nghiom cla
Franklin (sO ding miOt cOt thu 16i thép cao 40 foot thay cho chill ¢ dillu) va da thu di 0 ¢ nhi ng tia
IDa diln t0 mOtdam may. Ngay 15 thang 6, Franklin til n hanh cul ¢ thi nghil m vOi dilu n0i tid ng
cla minh t0i Philadelphia va ciing thu di0c nhO ng tia I0a dil n t0 mOt dam may (khéng hi bil t

rl ng Dalibard cling da lam didu dé, t0 36 ngay tri0c). Thi nghidm cla

Franklin khéng di0c vilt ra cho t0i khi culn LOch s va Tinh tring Hiln t0i c0a Bil n cla Joseph
Priestley d00c xult b0n nam 1767; bl ng chl ng cho thdy Franklin da chuln bl cach dil n (khéng
phiichOm tric ti0p vao diIng din, bli dng cé thl gl p nguy hil m vi dil n gilt khi sét danh).
(NhO ng ngli0i khac, nhil Giao s Georg Wilhelm Richmann t0i St. Petersburg, Nga, da b0 gilt
chOt vai thang sau cul ¢ thi nghil m cla Franklin.) Trong gily t0 ghi chép cUa minh, Franklin chl
ra ring 6ng nhin thO ¢ d00c nhO ng nguy hil m va da si dl ng nh ng cach khac di chl ng minh
ring sét la diln, nhl d00c thO hil n trong vil ¢ 6ng dung ti0p d0t. NOu Franklin thOc s cé tiln
hanh thi nghid m nay, 6ng cting khéng lam né theo cach thi I ng di 0 c miéu t0, th0 dilu va chl

b0 gi0t khi sét danh, (bli dilu d6 c6 tho gay nhilu xic cdm nhiing sU din tdit0 vong). Thay vao
do6 6ng dung dilu dd c6 dilc diln thd t0 mOtdam may bao, vill c nay ding nghia vii sét la dil n.

Ngay 19 thang 10 trong mOt b0 c thd gditli Anh a0 h0Ong din thOc hiln 10i thi nghidm dé,
Franklin da vilt:

"KhimOadalam 00t sliday difutlimic no co thl dindilntl do, bln sO thl'y né phat ra thanh
tia I0a diln t0 chilc chia khéa khi d0 khulu tay giin I0i, va ndu chil c khbéa dé la mOt 10 nhO, hay
mOt binh Leiden, nd c6 thi tich dil n: and from electric fire thus obtained spirits may be kindled,
and all other electric experiments [may be] performed which are usually done by the help of a
rubber glass globe or tube; and therefore the sameness of the electrical matter with that of
lightening completely demonstrated."[15]

NhO ng cull ¢ thi nghid m dil n cOa Franklin da di a t0i phat minh ra cOt thu 16i. Ong da I0u y rIng
cult thu 16i nén c6 dlu nhin chd khéng phUi d0u tron d0 co thO thu didn mOt cach yén I0ng, va
thu dl0 ¢ 0 khol ng cach xa hin. Ong phl ng doan rl ng phat minh nay si di0c dung dl blo vi
cac toa nha khii sét, bl ng cach I0p cac "clt thu 16i thép thl ng dl ng, nhIn nhD mOt cay kip va
di0c sin phO tranh han rd, va c6 mit hO thl ng day din bén ngoai tda nha nli chan nhing cOt
thu 16i d6 din xull ng dit;...NhOng cOt thu 16i s ¢6 thD din diDn mOt cach ém ai t0 dam may
xullng dit trd0c khiné d0 10n d0 thanh sét danh, va nhi thi sO cOu chung ta khii sO nguy hilm
blt ngd va kinh khi ng do!" Sau mit lolt nh ng thi nghidm t0i chinh nha cUa Franklin, cac cOt
thu 16i da d00c I0p dit trén Han 1am vil n Philadelphia (sau nay la BOi hi ¢ Pennsylvania) va
Toa ThO chinh Pennsylvania (sau nay la Independence Hall) nam 1752.[16]

B0 ghi nhi n nhd ng nghién cOu trong Iinh v ¢ diln c0a 6ng, Franklin d& nhi n d00c Huy chi0ng
Copley cla Royal Society nam 1753, va vao nam 1756 6ng trl thanh m0t trong sO it ng00i MO O
thD kO mO0itam dblc blu lam Fellow of the Society. Bl n vO cgs cll a electric charge da dilic
dit theo tén 6ng: mOt franklin (Fr) t00ng d00ng mOt statcoulomb.

Ngay 21 thang 10 nam 1743, mit cOn b&o tran vao t0 hi0ng tady nam khil n Franklin mOt mOt cO
hii quan sat nguylt thO c. Franklin nhin thOy gi6 Du th0 thOc t0 t0it0 phia déng b0c, trai ngilc
vli dilu 6ng t0ng nght. Trao ddi thO t0 vOi anh/em trai minh, Franklin bit ri ng cOn b&o dé da
khong tran vao Boston cho t0i sau thli di0 m nguy0t thi ¢, du trén thi ¢ t0 Boston 0 phia déng
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bl ¢ Philadelphia. Ong suy luln rlng nhi ng ¢ n bdo khéng phli luan ludn di theo hi0 ng gié chl
dlo, mdtquan nidm cé Onh hiOng r0t 10N trong khi t00ng hic.[17]

Franklin clng d& nhi n thOy nguyén ly lam 10 nh khi quan sat trong mdt ngay trli r0t nong, 6ng
thOy I0nh hon khi mOc mOt chilc ao 00t trong gié nhl so vOi khi mOc chilc 4o khé. BO hilu hiln
t00ng nay rd hin, Franklin ti0 p t0 ¢ ti0 n hanh thi nghid m. Trong mOt ngay 0 m ap t0i Cambridge,
Anh, nam 1758, Franklin va mOt ngd0i bl n la nha khoa hi ¢ John Hadley thi nghil m lién 0 c lam
O0m binh chia thOy ngén cla nhilt ki b0 ng ether va dung 0ng thli d0 lam bay hUi ether. VOimOi
I0n bay hi, nhiDt kO I0i chd mOc nhidt dd thop hin, culi cung xulng mic 7 °F (-14 °C). MOt
nhilt kO khac thD hiln nhilt d0 phong la 65 °F (18 °C). Trong b0 c thd “Lam I0 nh b0 ng Bay hii”
cla minh, Franklin d& 10u y ring “ta cé thi thO'y khi nang mOt ng00i b0 10nh d0n chit trong mOt
ngay mua hé O0m ap". Mdi nam nganh céng nghil p thi ¢ phOm bl o quln I0nh trao mOt Gili

th0 0 ng Franklin Award a0 ghi nhil ng0 Ui da quan sat thly hiln t00ng nay.

NhO ng thl nghilm am nhic

Franklin d00 ¢ bil't da t0ng chli violin, dan hi ¢, va guitar. Ong cling sang tac nhi ¢, dang cha y
nhOtla mOt bOn t0 t0u day theo phong cach tidn cl diln, va da phat minh ra mOt phién b n cUi
tiln hO n cla glass harmonica, trong dé mOi kinh d00c chi t0o d0 quay trén chinh né, va tay cla
ng00ichlidl yén, chd khong phUi di chuyln, phién bl n nay nhanh chong dilc chip nhin t0i
Chau Au.[18]

bli s ng céng khai

Nam 1736, Franklin I0p ra Union Fire Company, céng ty clu hoU t0 nguydn ddu tién t0i MO.
Cung nam 0y 6ng in mOt ding ti0n mOi cho New Jersey dla trén cac ki thult tan til n chll ng
lam gil ma éng da phat minh ra.

Khi da tri 0 ng thanh, Franklin b0t d0 u quan tdm nhilu hi'n t0i nhi ng hoOt d0 ng céng cng. Nam
1743, 6ng trinh bay mit ki hol ch x4y ding Vil n han Iam va cao dl ng Philadelphia. Ong da
di0c chd dinhlam chi tOch viln nay ngay 13 thang 11 nam 1749, va triing md cla ngay 13
thang 8 nam 1751. TOi ID trao bOng d0u tién cla tri0ng ngay 17 thang 5 nam 1757, b0y ngd i
da t0t nghilp; sau la CO nhan van chi0ng va mit la Thic sTvan ching. Sau nay tri0ng da sap
nhOp vli BOi hD ¢ Bang Pennsylvania dd tr0 thanh BUi hi ¢ Pennsylvania.

Nam 1753, cl BOi hic Harvard va Bli hic Yale dlu trao bl ng danh dil cho 6ng [7].
Nam 1751, Franklin va Ti0 n sT Thomas Bond di0c 0y ban I0p phap Pennsylvania giao trach

nhidm thanh I0p mOt b0 nh vil n. BO nh viD n Pennsylvania la b0 nh vion d0u tién t0i n0i sau nay sl
tr0 thanh HO p chung qul ¢ Hoa K.

0 Gia nhll p, hay la ChO t:
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Bl ¢ hinh ¢ dl ng chinh tr]

nay cl a Franklin kéu ¢l i cac

thul c dla lién kU t V0 i nhau

trong Chil n tranh Phap Indian

(Chil n tranh B0y Nam).

Franklin b0t d0 u tham gia vao cong vil ¢ chinh tr0 Philadelphia va thang til n nhanh chéng.
Thang 10 nam 1748 6ng di0c chin lam mOt Oy vién hii d0ng, thang 6 nam 1749 6ng tr0 thanh
mOt thanh vién ThO m phan hoa gili cl a Philadelphia, va nam 1751 6ng dilc bl u vao Qul ¢ hOi
Pennsylvania. Ngay 10 thang 8 nam 1753, Franklin a0 c chd dl nh lam Phé giam diic bl u diln
BOc MO. Céng vilc nOi tilng nhit cOa 6ng khi holt ding chinh tr0 trong n00c la cli cach hi

thO ng bl u di0 n, nhi ng danh tiDng cla éng chl ylu c6 di0c nhD nhOng holt dl ng ngoUi giao do
6ng dim nhidm vO quan hO gila cac thullc dla va VOO ng qulc Anh, va sau nay vili Phap.[19]

Nam 1754, 6ng lanh di o phai doan Pennsylvania t0i B0i h0i Albany. Culc gip gl nay cla cac
thulc dlla da di0c Ban th00Ong mOit0i Anh trilu t0p nhOm cOi thion cac quan hO vOingdOi
Indian va t0 v ching I0i Phap. Franklin d& d0 xult mOt kO hoUch Lién minh cac thulc dla. Tuy
kO holch khéng dil 0 ¢ théng qua, nhilu y t10ng trong dé da xult hiln trong Cac dil u khoU n Lién
bang va Hil n phap.

Nam 1757, 6ng dic Qul ¢ hdi Pennsylvania phai t0i Anh v i t0 cach phai vién thulc dla phin
dii Onh hDOng chinh tr0 clOa gia dinh Penn, nhing ngd0idi0c hO0ng quyln Ou tién tlithulc
dla. Ong da 0 Anh trong ndm n&m, chiln d0u doi chO m di't dl ¢ quyl n ¢l a gia dinh Penn dli
vlicO quan I0p phap do dan bl u, va dic quyln di0c miln thul trén dit dai cla hO. Vi thiDu
nhO ng d0 ng minh c6 0 nh hdOng trong Whitehall, sU m0 ng nay da khéng thanh cong. Nam 1759,
Pii ho c St Andrews trao éng bllng Tiln sTdanh di nganh Lult. Nam 1762, B0i hi ¢ Oxford trao
cho Franklin b0 ng til n st danh dd v nhd ng thanh t0u khoa hilc ca éng va tl d6 6ng dilc gii
|a "Ti0 n sT Franklin." Ong cting tim cach xin di0c mOt dla vO cho nglli con ngodi gia thi cla
minh, William Franklin, la Thing dic Thul c dla New Jersey.[20]

Trong thli gian 0 London, Franklin b0t dl u tham gia c&c holt dlng chinh tr cOp tiin. Ong la
mOt thanh vién cla Club of Honest Whigs, cung vili nhi ng nha t0 t00ng nhi Richard Price.

Nam 1756, Franklin tr0 thanh m0Ot thanh vién HOi KhuyO n khich NghO thuOt, Chl tOo & Céng
nghO (hi0n la HOi nghO thult Hoang gia (RSA), dic thanh I0p nam 1754), nhing culc hlp dlu
tién cla hidiln ra tli cac quan ca phén thul c qul n Covent Garden U London, g0 n nOi Franklin
cO tra t0i Craven Street (mOt trong nh ng nOi duy nhit éng tdng cl ngl con l0ivadificmd cla
cho cong chang vOi tén gli bl o tang Nha Benjamin Franklin ngay 17 thang 1 nam 2006). Sau
khi quay tr0 v0 MO, Franklin tr0 thanh mOt thanh vién t0 xa cla hliva vin gi0 lién I0c mOt thilt
vi HOi. HOi NghU thuOt Hoang gia da dila ra Huy chi 0 ng Benjamin Franklin nam 1956 d0 t00ng
nhO ngay sinh nhit 10n thd 250 cla éng va 200 nam ngay thanh I0p hi.

Trong thUi gian s ng t0i Craven Street 0 London trong giai dodn 1757 va 1775, Franklin da cé
mOiquan hO bOn be than mOt vli ba chl nha cla minh la Margaret

Stevenson cung cac b0 n be va ngllithan cla ba, dic bilt la cb6 con gai Mary, ngdithDng
dioc gdila Polly.
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Nam 1759, 6ng cung con trai t0i tham Edinburgh, va éng da gii nhi ng ngay thang t0i dé la
"nh0 ng ngay hi nh phdc nhidu nhit ddi t6i."[21]

Ong ciing tham gia HIi MOt trang (Lunar Society) ¢ nhilu 0nh hO0ng t1i Birmingham, éng
thDOng trao di vOi hOi nay va thdnh thol ng lui tdi tr0 sO hOi t0i West Midlands mii khi t0'i tham
Birmingham.

T0O p tin:Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Wilson, 1759.jpg
Benjamin Franklin c0a Benjamin Wilson, 1759.

Culc Cach ming

Nam 1763, ngay sau khi Franklin quay tr0 v Pennsylvania, bién gili phia tdy cla bang x0y ra
mOt culc chiln tranh &c li0t d00c giila culc NOi lo0 n Pontiac. Paxton Boys, mOt nhém nhi ng
ng00i dlnh cO tin r0 ng chinh phD Pennsylvania khong lam d0 d0 bl o vO hO khdinhOng culc
clOp béc clangilidadi, dagilthli mot nhdm ngdlida dl hoa binh va sau dé til n vao
Philadephia. Franklin da giup t0 chOc mdtI0c I00ng du kich dla ph00ng nhIm bl o vO thd phO
thanh phU khii dam ngO0i do, va sau dé glip g0 vOi cac lanh di o Paxton va thuyOt phic hO gili
tan. Franklin da nghiém kht ¢ Ién &n thanh kil n chO ng t0 ¢ c0a nhém Paxton Boys. "NOu mOt
ngl0ida di lam t6i b0 thO0ng," éng hii, "thi sau dé t6i sU phligay ra vitthiOng nhi vt cho t0t
cl ngllidadl chang?"[22]

NhiDu ngl0i0ng hD nhém Paxton Boys la nhng ngl0i Scotland, Ireland thuO ¢ Giao hii Tr00ng
lao va Nha tho COi cach B¢ hay Hi ¢ thuylt LuthO thul ¢ vung ndng thén phia tay
Pennsylvania, din tdi nhO ng I0i cao bulc cho r0ng Franklin muln t0o Onh h0Ong cé I0i cho gili
thO00ng I0u dé thD Quaker phia déng. Vi nhiing I0i bul c t0i dé, va vi nhilng cul ¢ t0n cdng khac
vao nhan céch clla 6ng, Franklin da mit ghl trong Qulc hdi0 culc blu cl nam 1764. Tuy
nhién, thi't b0i nay da trao cho 6ng ¢ hii quay tr0 I0i London, ndi 6ng [0y I0i danh tilng la mOt
ng00i0ng hD tri0td0 nOOc MO.[23]

Nam 1764, Franklin d00c phdi t0i Anh vOit0 cach phai vién thul c dl a, I0n nay theo kil n nghl
cla Vua George Il nhim thanh [0p Oy ban kil m soat trung 00ng Anh t0i Pennsylvania, riéng
bilt vOi "nhOng ngl0iOu tién" thla kO . Trong I0n nay éng ctng tr0 thanh mdt phai vién thulc
dia cho Georgia, New Jersey va Massachusetts. TOi London, 6ng kilch li0t phOn ddi Lu0t Tem,
du nhOng I0i cao bulc t0 nhilu phai t0i MO cho r0ng 6ng da tham gia vao vilc ddara dio lult
do6. SO phin dii Lult Tem cla 6ng, va sau nay la vii cU Lult Townshend nam 1767, diin t0i sl
kOt thac gilc mO tr0 thanh mOt vién chl ¢ trong Chinh ph Anh va sO lién minh cla éng vOi
nhOng phe phai 0ng hD s dicl0p clathulc dia. N6 cing dintli mdtsh chiarl khéng thl han
gin gilla 6ng vli ng00i con trai William, ng00i v n trung thanh v i B0 qul c Anh.[24]
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0 Franklin nam 1783, mi t bl ¢ tranh khi ¢

dla theo bl c tranh c{] a Joseph Duplessis.

Thang 9 nam 1767, Franklin t0i tham Paris vii mOt ng00i b0 n d0 ng hanh dang ngl ¢ nhién la
John Pringle. Tin t0c v0 cac kham pha vl diln cla éng da dilc biltdlin nhilu t0i Phap. SO nOi
tilng cla éng khiln éng ¢6 ¢l hdi til p xdc vii nhil u nha khoa hi ¢ va chinh tr0 danh til ng, va
cl Vua Louis XV.[25]

Khi rli London nam 1768, éng da phat triln mit bin ky t0 ngd &m kidu MOt hD thOng cho mOt
BOng chl cai miiva mdt cach danh vOn mii. BIng chd cai mOinay loli b0 sau chd ma Franklin
coilathfa (c,j, g, w, x vay), va thém vao sau ch cai mii ghi am ma éng c m thiy la thil u; tuy
nhién, bl ng chl cai mdi nay khong bao gil dilc 0a chulng va culi cung khdng con dijc quan
tdm n0 a. [8]

Nam 1771, Franklin di I0i lién t0c quanh hon BUo Anh, 0 cung Joseph Priestley va David Hume
cung nhilu ngd0i kh&c. TOi Dublin, Franklin d00c mOi t0i tham gia cung céc thanh vién cla
NghO vil n Ireland chil khéng phii tli cac phong tring bay. Ong 1a ngi0i MO dlu tién dl0c trao
danh dl nay.[9] Khi dang U Ireland 6ng da kinh ngl ¢ khi chi ng ki n mOc d0 ngheo khi t0i do.
Ireland la mOt dUi t00ng cla nhi ng quy dil nh va lul't phap thi0ng mOi cla Anh, gay 0 nh h0ng
t0i nOn kinh 10 Ireland, va Franklin s rdng MO ciing sU phOichOu sO phintd0ng t0 ndu sO khai
thac thulc dila cla Anh tilp tOc diln ra.[10]

Nam 1773, Franklin xudt b n hai bl n tilu lul n trao phing O0ng hD nha n00c MO ndi tidng nhi't
cla minh: NhO'ng quy t0c theo dé mOt a0 chO vidiisO trl thanh mOt d0 chO nhd nhoi, va MOt
chi di cla Vua Phi.[11] 6ng cling xult b0 n mOt cul n Abridgment of the Book of Common
Prayer, nl ¢ danh cung Francis Dashwood. Trong sU nhOng did m khac thi0ng cla cull n sach
nay c6 dil nghl gilm thii gian tang I0 xul ng con sau phut, "dl gil sOc khle va culc sing cla
nhOng ngl0i s ng".[26]

Nhing bl c thD c0a Hutchinson

Franklin da nh0n di0c mOtsO 14 thD riéng t0 vO th0 ng dl ¢ Massachusetts Thomas Hutchinson
va pho thing di ¢ Andrew Oliver chllng minh r0 ng hil dang thuc dl'y London x6a bl quyln IDc
cla nglli Boston. Franklin da gii chung vl MO khi nhi ng cang thd ng leo thang. Khi 0y Franklin
tr0 thanh mOt ngd0i gay ra nhilu vO n d0 nguy hi0 m trong con mit ngd 0i Anh. NhO ng hy vilng v
mOt gili phap hoa binh chim dit va éng trl thanh dlit00ng cla mit sO nhl o bang va lam nhic
c6 hi thing cla HOi ding CO mOt. Ong rli London thang 3 ndm 1775.[27]

Tuyén bl diclip

John Trumbull miéu 1 H1i dlng Nam Ngi(i dang d’
trinh di thi o cla minh trilc B1i hU .
Khi Franklin t0i Philadelphia ngay 5 thang 5, cul c Cach miing M0 da bit d0u vii s giao tranh
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t0i Lexington va Concord. Du kich New England da chiin di0c I0c I00ng chinh cla quan dUi
Anh t0i Boston. Chiln tranh Cach ming da nC ra. QuOc hii Pennsylvania diln phO0ng chln
Franklin lam d0i bilu cOa ho t0i B0i hdi Thulc dia I0n Hai. Nam 1776, 6ng la mOt thanh vién
claly ban Nam NgOCUi soln thdo Tuyén ngdn Bic I0p va dla ra nhilu sla dli nhd cho bln

thU o cla Thomas Jefferson.[29]

TOi buliky kO't, 6ng di0c cho la d& no6i: "TOt ¢l chung ta phiilién k't cung nhau, hay chlc chin
chung ta s bl treo cU riéng r0."

PUi sO t0i Phap: 1776-1785

Thang 12 ndm 1776, 6ng a0 ¢ phai tli Phap viitl cach cong si cla Hoa Ki. Ong da sl ng i
mOt ngdi nha 0 vung ngoli 6 Paris t0i Passy, do Jacques-Donatien Le Ray de Chaumont ngi Ui
mul n giup d0 HOp chOng Quic trao tOng. Franklin 0 10i Phap cho t0it0n nam 1785, va trl nén
ndi ti0ng trong x& hii Phap t0i mOc dli vdi mOt gia dinh thDOng I0u Phap vil ¢ treo mOt bl c chan
dung 6ng trong phong khach da trl thanh mit. Ong c6 phong cach Il ch Iam tan tlnh vii cac
quy ba ding kil u Phap (nhil ng khong hi ¢6 quan hi thic t1.) Ong da dilu hanh nhi ng céng
vilc cla dit nd0c minh vii nha nO0c Phép vithanh cédng mi0 man, gim ¢l vidc kilm d00c mOt
lién minh quéan sO t0i quan trdng vii n00c nay va dam phan thanh céng Hil p 00 ¢ Paris (1783).
Khi éng quay tr0 I0i qué hi0ng nam 1785, éng tr0 thanh ngl Ui ¢6 0 nh hiOng thd hai, chd sau
George Washington vli t0 cach la chiln st gianh dic I0p cla MO. Le Ray da vinh danh éng

bl ng mOt bl ¢ chan dung theo yéu cllu do hl a st Joseph Duplessis vil va hiln né dic treo ti
Phong tranh Chan dung Qul ¢ gia cla Vil n Smithsonian 0 Washington, DC.

Sau khi t0 Phap vO, Franklin tr0 thanh ngl0i 0ng h0 béi nd, trd t0 do cho cl haingllind I0 cla
minh. Culi cung éng tr0 thanh chl t0ch HOi clu t0 cho Ngilida den dilc trl TO do da bl gil
trai phép tric dé trong cinh né I0. [12]

N&m 1787, 6ng 1a mit dli bil u trong Hi nghll Hil n phép t0i Philadelphia. Ong déng vai trd
danh s nhing it khi tham gia vao tranh ludn. Ong 1a Ngi i cha ni0c M0 duy nhit ky tén vao tit
cl bOn taililu chinh vO vilc thanh I0p HOp chi ng qul ¢ Hoa KO : Tuyén ngén Bl c l0p, Hilp O0c
Paris, Hilp 00c Lién minh v i Phap, va Hil n phap MD.

Nam 1787, mit nhém cac vl bl trd0ng c6 0nh hI0ng t0i Lancaster, Pennsylvania, d xult
thanh I0p mOt tr00ng cao d0ng mii mang tén Franklin d0 vinh danh éng. Franklin da t0 ng £200
cho vil ¢ phét tril n tr0 0 ng Cao di ng Franklin; hidn trd0ng cé tén la Cao di ng Franklin va
Marshall College.

Trong giai doIn 1771 - 1788, 6ng hoan thanh culln t0 truyl n cla minh. MO c du né diUc con trai
ong xem I0n ddu tién, nhing sau d6 da dilIc sa chla llitheo yéu clu cla mit ngilibln 6ng.

Trong nhOng nam culi dUi, khi B0i hOi bl bulc phligiliquyldtnhing vindl vi né 10, Franklin
da vilt nhilu bai luln c0 sOc thuylt phic dlc gil vO t0m quan tring cla vil ¢ bai b0 chl di n6
I0 va sU hdinhOp cla ngl0i Phivao xa hii MO. NhOng bai vilt dé gi m:

« MOt bai trI n tinh t0i cong chang t0 HOiOng hD x6a b0 chd d0 nd I Pennsylvania, (1789)

* KO hoUch cOithidn dilu kidn sOng cla nglUi da den t0 do (1789), va

» Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim v Buén ban N6 10 (1790).

Nam 1790, nhi ng thanh vién hii Quaker t0 New York va Pennsylvania d0 trinh yéu cllu xda bl
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chl d0 n6 10 clahd. Ly 10 phUndlichd d0 n6 10 cla hd di0c HOi nhdng ngl0i0ng hd x6a bl
chl d0 n6 10 Pennsylvania va chO tdch cla n6 la Benjamin Franklin tan thanh.

Ch tich

Trong mOt culc bl phidu dic biltdilc ] chlc ngay 18 thang 11 nam 1785 Franklin dl0c¢ nhOt
tri b0 u lam ChO tOch thD sau cla HOi dl ng Hanh phap TOi cao Pennsylvania, thay thil John
Dickinson. Chic v Chi t0ch Pennsylvania tilng diIng vOichOc Thing dic ngay nay. Ta
khong bilt r6 t0i sao Dickinson IDi cOn b0 thay thO khi chOa t0i haituln ndala mitculc blu cl
thong thDOng s dil n ra. Franklin da gil chOc vO nay trong hin ba nam, dai hin b0t k0 mOt ChO
t0ch HOi d0 ng nao khac, va lam ba nhilm kO di'y d0 theo mi ¢ quy dinh t0i da cUa Hil n phap.
Ngay sau cullc blu cl dlu tién, 6ng da tai c mOt nhidm kO nda ngay 29 thang 10 nam 1785,
va mit I0n n0a vao mua hé nam 1786 va vao ngay 31 thang 10 nam 1787. VO m0t chinh thi c,
nhidm kO c0a éng kOt thuc ngay 5 thang 11 nam 1788, nhing c6 mit sl cau hli lién quan t0i sO
kOt thac thO ¢ t0 holt d0ng cla éng, cho ring mit Franklin gia c0 khong thO tham gia tich clc
vao holt dl ng dilu hanh hang ngay cla Hli ding cho t0i tOn culi nhilm kO.

D0 ¢ hilnh, tén gido va cac dic tin ca nhan

Gi0ng nh nhiDu ng00i0ng h0 chl nghta clng hoa, Franklin nhOn mOnh rdng nOn cdng hoa mOi
chl cé thl tOnt0indu ngdOidan dio dic theo nghia phii chu tring t0i trach nhid m céng dan va
t0 chditham nhang. Thic vy trong cl culc dli, 6ng ludn suy xét vO vai tro céng dan va dl o
dic c& nhan, nhi di0c thD hiln trong nh ng cau cach ngdn 0 cull n Poor Richard's.

Du cha m0 Franklin d&@ muln 6ng lam viO ¢ trong nha th0, Franklin d& tr0 nén mit 10ng tin vao
ton giao co t0 chlc sau khi kham pha thdn lul n. "Téi nhanh chéng tr0 thanh mit ngdi hoan
toan theo thi n lud n."[13] Ong tiln t0i t0 n cong cac nguyén t0c Thién chia gido v t1 do nguyln
ving va dio dlc trong mdt cul n sach nhd nam 1725, MOt ban luDn vO TO do va SO ¢l n thi0t,
SO khodi I0¢ va NOi dau.[14] Ong kién d0 nh t0 n céng cac gido dil u tén gido, cho ring dlio dlc
phU thuOc nhilu hOn O dic hOnh va cac hanh ding nhan t0 ch0 khéng phli0 sO tuan th0 chOt
chl céc gido dilu chinh thl ng ton giao: "Téi cho rl ng cac quan dil m phii di0c xem xét theo
nhOng Onh hO0ng va hidu quD cla chung; va n0u mOt ngd0i khdng c6 khuynh hO0ng nao khiln
anh ta tr0 nén gidm d0c hi nh hay tang trach nhid m céng dan, thi c¢6 thl kOt lul n r0ng anh ta
khong cé dilu gi nguy hidm va dé la tri0 ng hi p t6i mudn minh d00c gan vao."[15]

Nam 1790, chl khoOng m0t thang trl0 ¢ khi qua dUi, Franklin & vilt b0 c thD sau cho Ezra

Stiles, hilu tri0ng trd0ng Yale, ngi0i da hii éng v cac quan didm tén giao cla minh...:

“VO Jesus xU Nazareth, y kil n cla t6i v ngd0i éng ngd0ng md nhit, t6i nght HO thing BO0o dlc
va Tén gido cla éng ta, nhD éng ta dl I0i cho chdng ta hiln nay, la hO thOng t0t nhOt thO gili
tOng bilt hay c6 vO da bilt; nhi ng téi hilu ré n6é da phii chlu nhilu sO thay dii sai l0c, va téi

c0, cung vii da sl nhng ngl0idl giao t0i Anh quic, mOt sO Nghi ngd vO than phin thn thanh
cla éngta; dudolamitvindl t6i khéng dam vo doan, chil a bao gil nghién clu, va téi nght
khéng cOn thilt phii b0 n tam t0i vilc d6 0 thOi did m hiln t0i, khi t6i chd d0i m0t CO hOi hilu bi0t
SO thot vOi it CO ging hOn...."[30]”

— Carl Van Doren
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NhO m0i tri thOc Thii dli Khai sang, Franklin chia tdch gila di c hinh, dl o dlc va nidm tin khOi
tén gido cé tl chic, du 6ng cim thdy rd ng nu tén gido ndi chung suy tan di, dlo diic, dlc hInh
va xa hii néi chung cting sl suy tan. Vi thd éng da vilt cho Thomas Paine, "NOu con ngli i
khéng con quan tam t0i tén giao, h0 sO tr0 thanh cai gi n0u khéng cé n6." Theo David
Morgan,[31] Franklin 1& mOt ngl0i d0 x00ng miitén gido. Ong da clu nguyl n cho "Chla quyln
nang" va coi Chia la "VO HIN." John Adams IDu y ring Franklin la m0t tom g00ng phOn chilu
hinh 0 nh mOi ngO0i nhin thO'y trong tén giao clla minh: "CO dlc gido cho 6ng hu nhi 1a mOt tin
di CO dic. Nha thl Anh tuyén b0 éng la tin d0 cla hi. Giao hii tri0ng l&o cho éng cling cé mit
nda nidm tin cda minh, va nhing ngl0i b0 n cho ring 6ng la mOt ng00i theo phai Quaker." Du
Benjamin Franklin c6 la tin d0 cOa ai chang nda, Morgan kit luln, "éng la mOt nha vé ddch thic
sl cla tén gido loai ngli0i." Ben Frankin di ¢ cho la "tinh thin cla Thii dii khai sang".

Walter Isaacson cho r ng[16] Franklin da cdm thOy khéng tholli mai vili mOt kil u khéng d0 cao
cla Thin luln va quay sang vli quan nil m cla riéng minh vO B0 ng sang t0 o. Franklin da phac
hia quan ni0m c0a éng vl Thi n thdnh nam 1728, trong cull n "Nhi ng bai vilt vl Ni0 m tin va
HoOt ding cla Tén gidao" [17]. TO do, Isaacson so sanh quan nidm cla Franklin v0 th0 n thanh
vli nhi ng quan nilm d6 cla nhing ngd0itheo Thi n ludn nghiém nglt va Tin d0 Thién chua
giao. Isaacson kit lud n rl ng khong gil ng da s ngd0i theo thdn lul n thud n tay khac, Franklin
tin ring mOt ni0m tin vao Chua sO0 truylln cho nhi ng hollt d'ng thO 0 ng ngay cla chung ta,

nhO ng cai do, nhi nhi ng ngd0i theo thd n lul n khac, nil m tin c0a éng khdng c6 gido dilu bé
phai. Isaacson cling cho ring quan nidm cl a Franklin ring Chua da tl o ra cac loai va can thill p
vao nhing s kil n trén thd gili— mOtdidm don t0ividc mOtsO nha binh ludn, ni ti0 ng nhit la
A. Owen Aldridge, coi Franklin la tin d0 theo nhillu cach cla da thi n giao, vili m0t nhém cac v
thO n thO p hO n giam sat cac vl Ing qul ¢ va cac hanh tinh.

Ngay 4 thang 7 nam 1776, BOi hii chD d0nh mOt h0i ddng gom c0 Benjamin Franklin, Thomas
Jefferson, va John Adams d0 thilt ki Con dlu Hoa K0O. Skousen[32] da tom t0t qué trinh 0y ban
nay thit kO va phé chulln bl n thilt kO dlu tién cla con diu (nhOng culli cung khéng diilIc phé
chulln). MUi thanh vién hii d0ng d0 xult mOt thi0t kO riéng: d0 nghd cOa Franklin la thilt kO vOi
khOu hiCu: "SO khang cO vli B0 o chua la SO tuan phUc tung vii Chaa". Thilt kI nay thd hi0n
mOt cOnh t0 cull n sach Exodus, cung vli Moses, nhing ngli Ui dan Israel, cOt I0a, va George I
di0c thD hiln nhD mdt Pharaéng [18].

TOi HOi nghD Hil n phap nam 1787, khi hii nghd di0ng nh0 sOp di t0i mOt thdm hda vi nhi ng
cul ¢ tranh lu0 n, Franklin gia c0 da ko vO 1ong tin c0a éng vO mOt vO thOn phO trach riéng vi
cong vilc cla con nglli bdng cach doi hii mOingl0ibltdlu miingay blng nhing I0iclu
nguyO n. Franklin kO 10i nh0 ng ngay Chil n tranh Cach m0 ng, khi cac 1anh dl o MO cung nhau
cOu nguyl n hang ngay, tim kidm s "h00ng din thdn thanh" t0 v "Cha cla anh sang." Sau do
ong hoi, "Va cé phi hil n nay ching ta da quén ngi0i b0 n quyln nang d6? Hay chung ta t00ng
r0ng minh d& khong cn sO trl giup cla 6ng nda?" [19].

Du Franklin ¢6 thD culi cung da 0ng h0 mOt nhdm Giao hii Trl0ng ldo riéng bilt t0i
Philadelphia [20], khong bao gil c¢6 vil 6ng da chinh thi ¢ gia nhOp b0t kI mOt phai
Thién chua giao hay mit tén gido nao khac.

Theo van bia Franklin vilt cho minh khi mdi 20 tuli, ré rang 6ng tin 0 mOt sO hOi sinh vOt chOt
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clathan thd 0 mOt khol ng thOi gian nao do6 sau céi chit. Du villc nilm tin dé c6 theo éng ¢l dU
khay khéng viin la dilu chla di0c bilt [21]

Blc hinh

Franklin da hoan thil n nhan cach bllng mit kO hoOch gdm mO0i ba ddc tinh, ma 6ng da khUi
dlu theo duli t0 tudi 20 (nam 1726) va vin tilp t0 c theo dulli t0i t0n culi cul c dOi. Trong t0
truyd n c0a minh (xem phdn tham kh0 o di Ui day) 6ng da li0t ké mO0i ba ddc tinh:

1. "Ching mic. An khéng t0i chan; ul ng khéng qué nhilu."

2."Yén Iong. Chl n6i nhi ng dilu mang I0i I0i ich cho bl n va ngd0i kh&c; tranh nhi ng cul ¢ ca
ké m0t thi gi0 ."

3."Tr0tt0. Hay d0 mOith0 clabln dliuco vD tri cla chung; hdy d0 mUiphln cong vilc cla bln
dlu db0c thu x0p mOt khol ng thOi gian."

4. "Kién dl nh. QuyOt tdm lam dilu b0 n philam; lam b0 ng d00c dilu bIn quydt tam."

5. "Ti0t kil m. Khdéng chi gi ngoai nhing th0 t0t cho bl n va nglli khac; vi di, khéng nén lang
phi thO gi."

6. "Siéng nang. Khéng nén bl phi thii gian; luén s ding chung mit cach hilu qul; b0 mOi
hanh di ng khéng cn thilt."

7."Chéan thiOt. Khong nén I0a dii; hay suy nght mit cdch ngay thl ng va thanh thit, va, ndu bln
néi, hay noi dilu bl n bilt."

8. "JUSTICE. Wrong khdng cé by doing injuries, or omitting the benefits that are your duty."

9. "Dilu di. Tranh nhing s thai qu4; cl chlu ding tli mdc bln cho ladd."

10. "SOch sO. Khéng nén dil sU khéng s ch sU hiln dilln trén than thD, quin ao hay nii 0 cla
bn."

11. "Yén binh. Khéng nén quan tadm t0i nhing dil u vt vanh, hay nhing rli ro théng thi 0 ng
hoU ¢ khéng tranh i c."

12. "CHASTITY. Rarely use venery but for health or offspring, never to dullness, weakness, or
the injury of your own or another's peace or reputation.”

13. "Khiém t0n. HO ¢ theo Jesus va Socrates."

Cai chit va sau do

Bl ¢ 10 ng bl ng da mable 10 ng
nil m Ben Franklin
Benjamin Franklin mOt ngay 17 thang 4 nam 1790, U tuli 84. KhoOng 20.000 ngl0i da tham dO
I0 tang 6ng. Ong a0 c chén clt t1i Nghta trang Nha thl Chia clu thi tli Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Nghta trang Nha thD Chua cOu th0 ciing la ndi chén cOt Benjamin Rush. MOt
trong nh ng ngdi nha éng tlng sling tli Phi Craven Street tri0 ¢ kia di0 ¢ treo mOt t0m bil n
xanh va tl d6 da dilic m0 cla cho céng chung viitén gli Nha Benjamin Franklin House [22].
Nam 1728, khi con la mit chang trai trl, Franklin d& vilt nhd ng dong 6ng muln a0 0 ¢ ghi lén m{
chi sau nay: "Than xac cla B. Franklin Thi in; NhD Trang bia mOt culn Sach ci, N6 chia bén
trong nhil ng trang da rach, Va mit di mOt s0 ChO cling nhi VO hao nhoang, NOm day, lam MOi
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cho Giun di. Nhing Tac phim sO knéng mit dit0t cO: Vi n6 sO, nhl 6ng tin t00ng, sO xult hiln
mOtl0n nda, trong mdt Tai b0n miiva hoan hlo hin, dd0c SOachlava Thay diib0i Tac gil.
Ong sinh ngay 17 thang 1 ndm 1706. MOt 17."[23] Tuy nhién, ngdi m0 thi ¢ c0a Franklin, nhil
6ng da miéu t0 trong bl n di chdc culi cung cla minh[24], chl dln giln ¢6 chl "Benjamin va
Deborah Franklin."

Trong cull n sach Culc dli Benjamin Franklin do chinh éng vilt, mOt do0n (rd rang khéng phli
cla déng vilt) cé dl cOp tlicaichitcla éng:"...khi sO dau din va khé thD hoan toan rli khii
ong, va gia dinh 6ng dang t0 dii I0a minh vOi nhIng hy vilng éng sU hdi sinh, khi m0t ung nhit,
da hinh thanh t0 tr00c trong phUi 6ng, bl ng vU ra, lam tran lan mau m0O, ma 6ng tidp t0c nén ra
khi con sl c khlle d0 lam dilu d6; nhing, bli né da khong thi, ¢ quan hé hp din bl bop
nghOt; mOt sO hén mé til p dil n, va vao ngay 17 thang 4 nam 1790, luc 11 gil dém, 6ng I0ng IO
ra di, déng I0i mOt culc dUi dai va hilu ich tdm mO0i t0 nam va ba thang"

Khi mit, Franklin da do I0i cho mOi thanh phi Boston va Philadelphia £1.000 (khol ng $4.400 [
thOi did m dd), 0y thac trong 200 nam. Kholn 0y thac nay b0t dJu nam 1785 khi m0t nha toan
hic ngd0i Phap tén la Charles-Joseph Mathon de la Cour vilt mOt bai cham bil m cul n Poor
Richard's AlImanack (Almanack cl a Richard Nghéo) cla Franklin, gii la Fortunate Richard
(Richard Giau). Trong d6 6ng ch nhUo tinh th0 n khéng dung thl cla chl nghta I0c quan MO
thD hiOn 0 Franklin. NgOOi Phap nay da vilt mOt bai vO Fortunate Richard d0 I0i mOt khoOn tiln
theo di chac, kholn tiln nay sO chd di0c sO diing sau khi n6 da dilc gii tilt kid m trong 500
nam. Franklin, ng00i khi 0y d&a 79 tuli, vilt thO I0i cho ngd0i Phap, cimOn oéngtavl mity
t00ng hay va thong bao vii 6ng ring minh da quylt dinh d0 I0i 1.000 pounds 0y thac cho mUi
thanh phl qué hi0ng 6ng la Boston va thanh ph0 éng da coi la qué hi 0 ng minh Philadelphia,
viidiDu kilnnd phiidi0c dittrong mOtqul AU 10y I0i t0c trong 200 nam. TOi nam 1990, khol n
ti0 n cOa Franklin t0i Philadelphia da Ién hin $2.000.000 t0 khi dng mOt. Trong khol ng thii gian
Oy thac 200 nam, Philadelphia d& dung n6 cho nhillu chi 0 ng trinh cho vay vili ngii0i dan dia
phi0ng. TO nam 1940 t0i nam 1990, sU tiln nay chl ylJu di0c dung cho nhi ng khoU n vay thi
chOp. Khi hi't thOi gian 0y nhil m, Philadelphia da quydt dl nh d0u t0 kholn ti0 n nay cho céac
sinh vién dli hic. Khol n tiln cOa Franklin t0i Boston da 1én t0i $5.000.000 cung trong thOi gian
dao, va culli cung da dic dung di thanh IDp mOt tr00ng thd0ng mii, cung vOi thdi gian, da tr0
thanh Vil n Franklin Boston. (Excerpt from Philadelphia Inquirer article by Clark De Leon)

Di sUn bt hd cOa Benjamin Franklin khidn hinh 0nh 6ng xuOt hi0n 0 nhidu ndi. Ch&n dung
Franklin xuOt hil n trén d0 ng 100 dollar MO (vi th0, d0ng ti0n $100 thd nh thoOng di0c gii theo
tén Iong la "Benjamins" hay "Franklins.") TO 1948 t0i 1964, chan chung Franklin ciing di0c in
trén ding nia dollar. Trong qua khi, éng cling tl ng xult hiln trén t0 $50, cting nh0 nhil u phién
bln t0 $100 giai doIn 1914 va 1918, va nhilu t0 $100 t0 nam 1928 tli nay. Franklin cling xul t
hil n trén Savings bond t0 $1.000 Series EE. Nhil mOt hanh ding d0 t0 Iong tén kinh Franklin,
thanh phl Philadelphia c6 khol'ng 5.000 bl ¢ chan dung 6ng, mit nl a trong sO chung dl0c dit
trong tri0ng BUi hi ¢ Pennsylvania. Ngoai ra, B0i I0 Ben Franklin t0i Philadelphia (m0t d00ng
phl chinh) va COu Ben Franklin (cOu I0n ddu tién nii Philadelphia vO i New Jersey) cting dilc
dit theo tén 6ng.

Nam 1976, nh0 m0t ph0n trong chiln dich kU nil m hai tram nam thanh [0p Hoa KO, NghQ viln
da quylt dinh ding mit blc ti0ng bl ng da mable cao 20-foot (6 m) tdi Vil n Franklin [
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Philadelphia lam Dai t0 0 ng nid m QuO ¢ gia Benjamin Franklin. Nhilu d0 vOt ca nhan cla
Franklin cing d00c trdng bay t0i day. Bay la m0t trong sU it nhng khu t00ng nidm quUc gia dit
trong mit khu diit thulc sU hOu c& nhan.

Nam 1998, nhi ng ngili céng nhan tu sUa ngdi nha cla Franklin t0i London (Benjamin Franklin
House) d& dao dilc nhing bl x00Ong cla sau trl em va bin ngdOilln gilu bén dildi. The
Times da dl a tin ngay 11 thang 2 nam 1998:

NhOng 00 c tinh ban dJu cho thOy nhing b0 x00ng c6 tulli khoOng 200 nam va da dilc chén [
thOi gian Franklin s ng trong ngéi nha nay, t0 1757 t0i 1762 vatl 1764 t0i 1775. Pa sl nhi ng

bl xd0ng dlu c6 diu hilu cOtrli, bl ng cla hay dao. Mt chil'c dlu lau da bl dic nhilu I0. Paul
Knapman, Nhan vién dil u tra Westminster, da n6i ngay hém qua: "Téi khéng thll hoan toan bl
qua khi nang vl mittdiac. VOn con céd mit khD nang téi s md mit culc dilu tra."

Friends of Benjamin Franklin House (t0 chlc chOu trdch nhidm phOc hii ngdi nha cl a Franklin
t0i 36 Craven Street [ London) I0u y ring dd0ng nhd nhing b0 x00ng d6é da didc William
Hewson, ngl Ui t0ng s ng t0i ngbi nha nay trong 2 nam va da xay ding mot tri0ng gili phOu
nhO phia sau ngéi nha, chon 0 d6. HO 10u y rIng tuy Franklin c6 thO bilt di0 u Hewson dang lam,
co 10 6ng da khong tham di vao bt kil cudc m xO0 nao bli éng la mOt nha vt ly chd khéng
phUila bac sU. [25]
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