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William James Durant (5 thang 11 nam 1885 — 7 thang 11 nam 1981) la m0t nha sU hic, tri0t
gia va tac gill ngli0i Hoa KO.

Will Durant

00000 Will Durant
William James Durant (5 thang 11 nam 1885 — 7 thang 11 nam 1981) la m0t nha s hic, tri0t
gia va tac gil ngl0i Hoa Ko. Ong dlu tranh cho villc tr0 I00ng céng bling, quyin blu cl cla
phl nd va cac dilu kil n lam vilc t0t h0n cho ngl0i lao ddng MO . Durant khéng ch sang tac vl
nhidu chd d0 ma con tiln hanh thi ¢ hiln cac y t00ng cla minh. Nhilu ngl0i cho r ng Durant
da cl giing dia trilt hic din gin hin viicéng ching. Ong da cho ra dli nhilu tac phl m, tiéu
bilu 1a The Story of Philosophy (Cau chuyln cla trilt hi ¢c), The Mansions of Philosophy
(NhOng diln trang cla trilt hi c), va cung vii sO tr0 giup cla vO 6ng Ariel Durant, b0 The Story
of Civilization (Cau chuydn ca nIn van minh). Ong cting tham gia vil't nhid u bai bao nhil u tha
loD i.

Culc dii va Nghl nghilp

Durant sinh ti North Adams, Massachusetts, cha mi éng la ngdi Canada gl ¢ Phap da di cl
t0 Québec diin MO.

Nam 1900, Will hO ¢ trd0ng dong Tén trung hi ¢ Saint Peter va sau do la Tri0 ng cao ding Saint
Peter t0i thanh phl Jersey, New Jersey. Nam 1905, 6ng trll thanh m0t ng0Ui tin t00ng vao chl
nghta xa hii. Ong t0t nghil p ndm 1907 va lam vil ¢ nh0 mOt nha bao cho t0 New York Evening
Journal cla Arthur Brisbane vOi thu lao mO0i dé la mdt tud n. Khi lam vill ¢ cho t0 Evening
Journal, 6ng da vil't nhilu bai bdo vO [t0i ph0m tinh di c]].

Ti0 p theo, nam 1907, 6ng blt d0u dly ti0 ng Latin, ti0 ng Phap, til ng Anh va hinh hic t0i BUi hic
Seton Hall, 0 South Orange, New Jersey. Durant con kiém lam th0 tho t0i th0 viln cla trd0ng.
Nam 1911, éng rli khii Tr00ng dong va trl thanh mOt gido vién va ngili dli diln hic sinh t0i
tr00ng Ferrer Modern, mit tr00ng thd nghidm ph00ng phap giao dic t0 do. Alden Freeman, mOt
m0Onh th00ng quan cho trl0ng Ferrer Modern, da tai trd cho éng mit chuyln dithOc t0 vong
quanh Chau Au. Ciing t0i tri0 ng Ferrer Modern, éng da yéu va c00i mOt cd hdc sinh trl hin
6ng miDi ba tulitén la Ida Kaufmann, éng dit tén cho ba la “Ariel”. VO ching Durant c6 mit
con gai, Ethel. Ariel sau nay c6 dong gép quan trling trong tit cl cac tip cla bl The Story of
Civilization nhi ng tén ba chll dii0c in trén trang bia t0p bly, The Age of Reason Begins (ThUi
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diiclanhingly |0 b0t dou).

Nam 1913, éng rlli b0 cdng vill ¢ gido vién. B0 kil m s ng, 6ng b0t d0u thuylt gil ng trong mOt
nha thl Presbyterian dl kil m m0i buli nam ddn mO0i d6 la; tai lil u cho nhi ng bai gidng do tr0
thanh nhi'ng c0 sO ban ddu cho culn The Story of Civilization. Alden Freeman con tr0 hO ¢ phi
dd 6ng t0t nghidp cao hOc i BOi hic Columbia.

Nam 1917, khi chuOn b0 luln an tiln sO triot hO ¢, Will Durant da vilt cul n sach ddu tién cOa
ong, Philosophy and the Social Problem (Trilt hOc va Vin d0 x& hii). Ong tranh luln viy kiln
rIng tril t hO ¢ da khong phat tril n bli vi nd né tranh cac viin d0 thoc t0i cla x4 hii. Ong nhin
bing tiln s nam 1917 va lam tr0 gido t0i BUi h0 ¢ Columbia.

MOt cul n khac clla 6ng The Story of Philosophy sau dily trll thanh best-seller, dem I0i cho vl
chOng Durant sO dic l0p vO tai chinh, cho phép hi du I0ch thd gilinhilu llnva bl rabinthlp
nién d vilt bl The Story of Civilization. Ong bén nghl diy hin va bit diu soln midi mittlp
cla bl The Story of Civilization.

Trong nhO ng nam ddu thO p nién 1940, Will Durant con phéc thi o m0t b0 n tuyén ngdn déan
quyl n "Declaration of Interdependence" (Tuyén ngdn cla sil phl thulc I0n nhau), ditrilc
nhOng g0n mO0i nam vl &n Brown (xem Brown v. Ban giao dic), kich thich Phong trao dan
quyldn. BO n tuyén ngbn nay dil ¢ trich di n trong Bién bl n Nghl viln Hoa KD vao ngay 1 thang
10 nam 1945.

Sau khi 6ng chit, hai cudn sach nla cla Durant d00c xudt bl n trong nhl ng nam gin day la
NhOng bl 6c vaytiing vidlinhOtmOithDiddi(2002) va Nhing anh hung cla l0ch sO: LOch sO
tom t0t van minh t0 thOicO d0idin cOn hiln ddi(2001).

BO Cau chuyln cla nln van minh

V0O chOng Durant da danh r0t nhidu tdm s c dl bién soln bl Cau chuyln cla ndn van minh
(The Story of Civilisation), t1o nén mOt thO lodi mOima hd giila “Idch sO tich hOp”, mOt thD lo0i
dii nghlch viisO “chuyén mén hoa” I0ch si. Bay chinh la mit sU bac b0 tri0c thdidliidlivii
nhOng th0 ma c6 ngdli sau nay giila “s0 thd cung cac nha chuyén mén”. M ¢ dich cla hU la
vilt nén mOt b0 “bién nién s0” vl mOt nd n van minh, trong tri0ng hl p nay la phd0ng Tay, khdng
chl bao gom cac cull ¢ chiln, chinh tr0, cullc dlli cOa nhing kI gian hung ma con cll van hoa,
nghl thult, tri0t hO c, tén giao, va cO sU trli ddy c0a thong tin ddi chung. MOt phOn to I0n cla bl
Cau chuyln cla ndn van minh con dil0c danh d0 xem xét dilu kil n sOng cla ngd0i dan thilng
sult hai nghin nam tram nam, m0t dil u ma sach v phing Tay it khi a0 clp din. HO clng
khéng nglin nglli d0a ra mdt khung dll o d ¢ riéng cho vil ¢ xem xét nhing vin d0 cOa hi, nhin
mOnh s [Op I0ic0a “sh thOng tr0 cla kI mdnh dlivOi kD yOu, cla kd khén ngoan dlli vi kO
binh thO 0 ng.” Cau chuylln cla nOn Van minh la mit trong nhing b0 ghi chép vO [0ch sO hic
thanh cong nhit t0 tr00c din nay. Co ngdli con cho rdng “nhl lolt s&ch nay ma Simon va
Schuter da tr0 thanh m0t nha xul't b0 n danh til ng”. B0 ng ch ng cho diCu nay r0t dl nhin thdy;
hid m khi nao ma [ thD viln Qulc hdi MO khéng c6 it nhit (hodc nhilu hin) mOt b0 Céu chuyln
cla ndn van minh. Culn Rousseau va Cach ming (Rousseau and Revolution), (1967), t0p
mO0icla bl Céu chuylln cla nin van minh cla hi da di0c trao gili Pulitzer v van chi0ng;
sau d6 con dilc TO ng thi ng Gerald Ford trao gilli cao nhit ca Chinh phl MO danh cho ca
nhan, Huy chdng t0 do cla tlng thing nam 1977. Til p theo cul n Rousseau va Cach ming la
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mOtt0p nhD nhing tiDu ludn di0Oc gUila Céac bai hic I0ch sO (The Lessons of History) , vl a tom

t0t, vOa phén tich cho c trdn bd. MIc du c6 y dinh viltdln tOn thD kO 20, hD d& phdidOng I0i0
t0p thO mODi nay vi khong do thoi gian. Tuy nhién sau dé h0 da xult b0 n thém mOtt0p culinOa,
tOp thD 11, ThOi cOa Napoleon vao nam 1975. Ngoai ra hl con di 10i nhi0u ghi chép cho t0 p thi

12 Thoi cla Darwin va dany cho tOp 13 Thii cDa Einstein, ma nu di0c xult b0 n sO kéo dai cl

bl sach din tn nam 1945.

boi t0

Ong ba Durant con c6 mit chuyl n tinh cting dang cht y nhil cullc dli hic gil cla hi; chitilt vO
chuyln tinh nay d00c hO t0 chiti0ttrong cuOn TO truydOn déi cOa hai ngiOi.

HO mOt nam 1981, cach nhau hai tul'n (ba vao 25 thang 10 va 6ng ngay 7 thang 11). MO c du
con gdi hi, Ethel, va cac chau ngoli da cl gling gill kin cai chitcla ba dl éng khiidau din,
nhOng culi cung thi 6ng cing bilt qua tin t0 ¢ b4o chi. Trong vong chd mOt tul n sau d6, 6ng da
theo ngl0i v yéu dlu cla minh vao cdi chit D tuli 96. Ong dilc chén clt bén clnh ba tli
Nghta trang Memorial Park, Westwood, Los Angeles.

Nh0 ng tac phim tiéu bilu

Xem danh sach tac phIm diy di cOa Will Durant t0i [1].
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