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Sai gon la thanh phi I0n nhit ViotNam, ndm cOnh séng Saigon 0 tDadl 110°45' Blc, 106°40'
boéng (hay la 10.75, 106.667); va cach Ha ni 1760 cay sO vl phia
Nam

Tr00c khi “b0” ngO0i Vidt chilm ngd vao thd kO 16, Sai gon cé tén la “Prey Nokor,” la m0t h{ i
cOng chinh cla Cam BOt. Sai gon tlng la thO dé clOa chinh quydn thc dan Phap 0 Béng
di0ng, va sau do cling la thd dé cOa chinh thd COng hoa midn Nam Vilt Nam t0 nam 1954 cho
dinnam 1975. Sau nam 1975, Sai gon b0 dli tén la Thanh Pho HCM (?).

Tén nguyén thiy theo til ng Khmer

Tén nguyén thdy cla Sai gon la “Prey Nokor” va la lanh thd cOa ngi0i Khmer Cam bOt). Theo
tid ng PhO n (Sankrit nagara), Prey Nokor cé nghia la “thanh phU r0ng” (Prey = rll ng; Nokor = dit,
thanh phi). Ngay nay nhilu ngd0i Khmer 0 Cam b0t va cl dan sic t0c Khmer 0 vung dlng

bl ng séng COu long nhil u khi vl n con gdi Sai gon la Prey Nokor.

Sai gon tén nguyén thily theo tilng Vil t

Ngay sau khi ngl0i Viot 0 0t din md mang va dinh cl t0i Prey Nokor, thanh phD nay d&d dilc
ngl0i Vilt gdi la “Sai gon.” C6 rdt nhilu gl a thuylt, tranh luDn vO ngul n g0 ¢ tén thanh phl
bl ng chl Vilt (Sai gon). Cac tranh luln vO I0ch s cla danh t0 “Sai gon”sl di0c ban thém 0
phin do0i day

Tr00c khi thO'c dan Phap di n ViotNam, tril u dinh Hul dung tén chinh thi ¢ cla Sai gon la “Gia
dinh.” Nam 1862, nglli Phap bl chl “Gia dlnh” va thay vao dé b0 ng chi “Sai gon.”

Trén sO lilu (co 10u I0i trén qua bOn vilt, in), ngd0i Viot ddc va vilt chd “Sai gon” thanh 2 chil va
2 am rd r0t; tuy nhién Phap (va ngi ity phi0ng) da “tay ph00ng hdéa” 2 chl “Sai gon” thanh
mOt chO “Saigon” dil cho hd dil d0c va dO vilt.
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Sai gon theo quan diim Vilt Nam - Trung Hoa

C6 nglili cho ring chl “Sai” di0c miOn t0 tilng Trung hoa (Ti0 ng Quan thO ai ddc la “Chai”) cé
nghta la “cli, canh céay — firewood, twigs...)” con chl “Gon” (ti0 ng Quan thd ai dl c l1a “Gun”) c6
nghta la “cl c, cay g0y — stick, pole, boles...) Chl “Gun” b0 chuyl n héa din thanh ra “Gon”
t00ng t0 nhD “béng gon — cotton stick, cotton plant.”

Co6 nglli I0i cho r0ng tén “Sai gon” phat nguyén t0 cac cay bong gon ngdi Khmer tr ng chung
qguanh Prey Nokor ma ngay nay ching ta viln con thiy rit nhilu 0 quanh vung Cay mai, Tr00ng
Vinh Ky...

Comitdiim 0 lung la ngd0i Hoa sing O Vidt Nam cing nhD 0 Trung qul ¢ khéng dung tén gl
“Sai gon” (ti0 ng Qul ng dong dilc la “Chaai-Gwan; til ng Quan thi ai dic la “ChaiGun”) d0 gOi
“Sai gon” (mlc du, nhd da noi 0 trén, nhilu sO lilu c6 ghila ngd0i Viot mOOn tid ng Trung hoa dl
dit tén cho Sai gon). Chinh ngl0i Hoa I0i gli “Sai gon” 1a “Sai-Gung” (til ng Qul ng déng) va
“XiGong” (ti0 ng Quan thi ai)

Sai gon theo quan dilm cla ngi Ui Khmer

Co mit sO tai liDu cla Cam bt cho la chl “Saigon” chuyl'n hoa t0 “Sai Con;” Va Chi “Sai Con”
da chuyln héa t0 tilng 2 chl Khmer “Prey Kor” c6 nghta la “R0ng cay Kapok” (prey = rl ng; kor
= cay kapok). Nén dl yvading IDm IOn chd “Prey Nokor” va “Prey Ko” (Ko = rll ng cay kapok;
Nokor — thanh ph, dit).

Quan dilm cOa ngl0i Khmer On tang mity cé mic dich thuylt phicla hl da cé mot0 dé (Sai
gon) tri0c khi ng00i Vilt ddn ddnh cO; tuy nhién quan dil m nay khong gl ai thich di0c la t0i sao
ch0 Khmer “prey” I0i d0i thanh chd “Sai.” BOi vi, hiln nhién, cach dii ¢ cla hai chl nay hoan
toan khac bil't vi nhau!

Sai gon theo quan dilm cl0a ngl Ui Qul ng dong
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MOt glathuyltdiarablihlcglaVilng HIng SOn, mOt ngd0i Viot gdc Hoa O Sai gon, la
nguln gOc t0 til ng Qul ng déng cla danh t0 “Sai gon” [0y t0 chd “Ch0 10n” ma ngdli Qulng
déng di ¢ la “Tai-Ngon” ¢6 nghta la “b0n tOu, cOng” (7).

Tén hil n nay cla Sai gon

Sau khi miln Nam Viot Nam r0i vao tay COng sl n (30 thang 4 nam 1975), chinh quyln CS dUi
tén thanh phl Sai gon la Thanh PhD HCM (TP. HCM) (?). Tuy nhién, da s ngl0i dan Sai gon
v n giitén thanh phO vii cai tén quen thul ¢ ct: “Sai gon.” Ngoai ra, hil n nay, tén “Sai gon /
Saigon

” con dilc dung rit nhilu trong sach vl ; dl0c dung cho céac tén tla sach, dilc dung dit tén
cho cac cbng ty thO0ng m0i.

LOch sO dit (lanh th0) Sai gon

KhiidlOu Sai gon chl la mOtlang danh ca r0t nhd cOa nglli Khmer. NgOOi Khmer da sing 0 dé
nhilu thd kO tr00c khi c6 ngd0i Vilt dit chan din md mang va dinh cO. NgiOi Khmer dung
“Prey Nokor” nhll mOt hOi cOng thulc vO vO0ng qudcCam bOt.

Nam 1623, vua Chey Chetta Il (1618-1628) cla Cam b0t da cho phép nhing ngili Viltchly
lanh nO n “Tr0 nh NguyD n phan tranh” din tOm trd va dinh cO quanh vung Prey Nokor. TO sau
khi dé, cé rit nhilu dit dicO r0tI0n cla ngdOi Vilt din vung Prey Nokor ma v ng qul €am
blt khdng a0 mOnh d0 ngan chin hi. DOn da, Prey Nokor b0 bil n thanh diit dai cDa ngl0i Vilt;
va sau cung “Prey Nokor” billn thanh “Sai gon!”

Nam 1698, trilu dinh Hul (Chua Minh - Nguyl n Phuc Chu) sai t10ng Nguyln HIu COnh vao
trdn nhI m vung dit Sai Gon-Gia BUnh. KO 10 thdi didm d6, miln dit nay chinh thic trd thanh
mOt d0n vl hanh chinh thul c 1&anh thO ViotNam. NguyOn HOu COnh tdch vung diit Sai Gon-Gia
Bl nh (va sau do la vung ding bl ng song CO long) ra khii viOng quic

Cam

bOt.

Cam
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blt vi qué you nén khéng c6 mit khang cl nao. Nguyln HIu COnh dii0c xem nhd nhing ngO Ui
di tién phong trong giai d0 an banh trl0ng [&nh thl cla Vilt nam v0 phia nam va tay nam.

Nam 1859, thanh phl Sai gon bl ngdi Phap chiim dong I0n diu tién. Clng bltdlu t0 giai
dian thic dan, ngi0i Phap da xay ding nhidu cl sU, dinh thi theo clu trdc cla van minh tay
phiOng. Vivly Saigoncondilcglila“Hon Nglc Vion Boéng,” (thePearl of the Far East) va
“Ti0u Paris” (Little Paris).

Nam 1954, quan Phap bl Vilt Minh danh bli 0 trln Di0n Bién PhO va hi rat lui khii Vio tNam.
TO tr00c do6 (nam 1950), thay vi cdng nhi n chinh quydn CS, ngi0i Phdp nglm O0ng hd BOo BOi
I0p chinh phO va chin Sai gon la tho dé. KO t0 nam 1950 Sai gon va vung Ch 10n (nOi co6 sO
rdt déng ngl0i Hoa t0p trung) di0c glp chung I0i thanh mOt dln vO hanh chanh gli la “Bo6
thanh Sai gon.”

Sau khi Vio't Nam chinh thc di0c chia lam 2: B¢ Viot (ViOt Nam Dan Cho COng Hoa) va Nam
Viot (Viot Nam COng Hoa). Sai gon la thD dé cla miln nam Vilt Nam di0i
chinh ph0 Ng6 Binh Dil m.

Sau khi chil'n tranh Vi0t Nam chOm dit nam 1975, thanh ph0 Sai gon dit didi sO kilm séat cla
CS BOc ViOt.

Nam 1976, sau khi thi ng nhit qud c gia Viét Nam xong, CS dli tén chinh th c0a n00c Vilt
Nam la “COng Hoa Xa Hi Chi Nghta Viot Nam” va dili tén thanh phl Sai gon thanh Thanh Phi
HCM. Thic ra, sau 30 thang 4 nam 1975, thanh phl Sai gon (va Chl I0n), t0nh Gia ddnh va 2
quin 0 ngdai 6 Sai gon (thul ¢ 2 t0 nh khac nhau n m sat Sai gon) da dilc gdp chung I0i thanh
TP HCM. TP HCM r0ng 809 dim vuéng (hay la 2,095 cay sl vubng) trli dai t0 CO chi (cach
bién gili Vilt Mién 20 Km) cho di'n Cln gil g0n bidn Nam HOi. KhOang cach t0 dilm cOc blc
(Phu MO HOng, qudn CO chi) cho dn dilm cc nam (Long Hoa, quin COn gil) la 120 céy sO;
va tl didm clc doéng (Long binh, qudn 9) dln dil m cUc tay (Binh chanh, Qul n Binh chanh) la
46 cay sll. MOcdu TP HCM la tén gli chinh thi ¢ trén gily t0 hanh chanh, nhing dli da sO
ngl0idan sing 0 Sai gon vin gili thanh phl qua céi tén quen thull ¢ la Sai gon. Chl “Sai gon”
con thdy trén b0 ng hilu cla cac cla tilm thi0ng mOi, ngay c0 t0i Ha nli, thi d0 nh0 “Saigon
thOi trang,” “KiD u Sai gon...” blivi ngd0i Vilt trong nO0c hiln nay nght vO chd “Sai gon” nhi la
mOt cai gi t00ng trl ng cho “van minh, thiithOOng...”
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Ngay hém nay, trung tam thanh ph Sai gon vin con vl gil trang 10 vOicac diill cé nhing
hang cay xanh rl p bong, thanh I0 ch, vOi nhilu dinh thO ¢ sO c¢o6 ditich I0ch sO d00c xay ding
t0 thOi cac dii vua Nguyl n, thii th0 ¢ dan va thii VNCH nhi B0 n Cay mai (do danh t00ng
Nguyln tri PhO0ng xay d0ng), nha thl B0 c Ba va dinh BOc I0p (tén miila dinh Thi ng Nhit!)...
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