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ThuO, do dan tinh nguyll n dong gop di dung cho nhilng vilc I0i ich chung, chd khéng phli vi
ngl0icOm quydn ra l0nh phlidong; dé la mOt khai nidm “m0i mO0” vao ddu thO kO 18.

00 Benjamin Franklin

MOt nhan vt tiéu bilu cho tinh thin dan M0 th0i I0p qui ¢ 1a Benjamin Franklin. Ong nii til ng
trén tho gili vi gép cédng vao nhi ng phat minh nhl den didn, cOt thu 16i, kiDu 16 sO0i dOt cOi mOi,
van van. Nhi ng Ben Franklin con dlla ra va thi ¢ hil n nh ng sang kill n giup cho xa hii chung
quanh, khi éng [0p ra rit nhiDu h0it0 d0 m0O thO viln, tr00ng hOc, xay hditrd0ng cho mingOOi
sl ding, I0p dliclu hia, van van. Ong da viin dll ng cong chiing déng gép tiln dl lam dén
di0ng, thué ngi Ui quét di0ng, lat gi ch d00ng di, dao ranh thoat ni0 ¢, nhi ng vil c cong ich ma
chinh quydn thulc d0a clla vua n00c Anh luc dé chia lam. Ben Franklin nhi n thy cac con
di0ng quanh chd mOc diu rdng va thl ng, nhi ng mua khé thi bli di'y, mua m0a thi nglp I0t, xe
ngla di qua bill n thanh mit bai bun I0y. Ong vilt trén bao thuylt philc miingl0i, chl mit
quang d00ng di0c trdi da. Ong I0i vil't trén bao cla 6ng va va in thanh t0 r0i di phat t0 ng nha,
dl ngh0 mOingO0i déng gop di thué mit ngl0i di quét din bun dit va bli b0 m hai l0n mOt

tul n, ti0n céng nia dil ng (sixpence) mii thang. Cac gia chi hai bén di0ng phli déng ti0 n tr0
cong ngdliquét. DOn din ¢l thanh phi ai cting ding y vii nhD ng khoO'n dong gép t0 nguyln
do, sau di0c dinh chl hoa, gli la dong thul.

ThuO, do dan tinh nguyll n dong gép dil dung cho nhiing vilc I0i ich chung, chd khéng phli vi
ngl0icOm quydn ra l0nh phlidong; dé 1a mOt khai nid m “m0i m0” vao dl u thd kO 18. Benjamin
Franklin cing la mOt ngl0i dlu tién néu y kil n ngl Ui gilu phdi déng thul nhilu hin ng0Oi
ngheo. Ly do, vi hi d00c hiOng I0i ich nhilu hi'n do cac dilnh chl x& h0i mang I0i. Khol ng nam
1737 khi Franklin 31 tulli, thanh phU Philadelphia c¢6 I0 mOi ngd0i phOithay phién nhau gac dém
canh phong trim cl p, cung vl i 6ng cl nh sat (constable). Nhilu ngl Ui dan khéng mul n gac
dém thi n0 p 6 shillings cho 6ng constable mOt nam; trén nguyén tl ¢ d0 éng ta thué ngl Ui khac
gac thay; con di 6ng bl tui, va nhu nhit. SO ti0n 6 shillings dé ctng trd thanh mOt thO thul.
Benjamin Franklin da vilt mOt bai néu y kiDn ring vilc bt mOi gia chO phOi ddéng 6 shillings nhi
nhau la khéng cong bl ng. “M0t ba géa nghéo, ma tai sin cla ba dic linh gac bl o vl khéng
qua 50 pounds, ba cling phii déng thul bl ng mit thD0ng gia gilu c6, vi hang héa trong til m
tr0 gia hang ngan pounds!” Bang I0 ngl0i gil u phli dong nhilu hin! Khi néu 1én y kil n rdng
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nglOigilu dilc hiOng I0i nhilu hO'n ngd0i nghéo nhl dl nh chl canh gac cho nén phili déng
go6p nhidu hin, Ben Franklin d& dila ra mOt khai nid m m0i vO cong bl ng x& hii. Ma luc do,
chinh éng cting thul c loli ngd0i gilu trong thanh pho.

Ben Franklin da trinh b0y y kil n tdo bl o cla minh vii mOt “Céu L0 ¢ BO Cung TO COi Thion”
(club of mutual improvement) dit tén la JUNTO ma 6ng cung miy nglUi bl n hilu hOcl0p ra;
mOingl0idingy thul phOithay dii. HO chuyln blny kiln dé dia cho cac cau lic bl (club)
khac trong thanh phi, cting di0c nhilu ngldidingy, va ml culc vin ding. Phii m0y nam sau,
chinh quydn mOi dli sult thul theo quan nidm mOi d0 ngd0i gilu déng gbp nhilu hin ngdOi
nghéo. Day la mit khai nilm mdi vO cdng bl ng x& hii, ma Ben Franklin la mOt ngl0i d0u tién
cl vd. GOn day, mi0i sdu ngl0i gilu nhit n00c Phap thang Tam nam 2011 mii cdng bl mOt
bl c thO tinh nguyl n déng thém thul “phC tr0i” d0 giup ngan sach chinh phl dl thilu hOt. HO
ctng néu ra y kion nhi gidng Ben Franklin da viltt0 hOn 2 thd kO tr00c: “Chung i y thi ¢ ring
minh da dilc h0Ong I0i r0t nhiDu (pleinement bénéficé trong nguyén van) nhl moé hinh va
khung cl nh (kinh t0) Phap va Au Chau ... va chiing t6i mulln déng gép di blo vl (mé hinh
do).”

Benjamin Franklin xul't than r0t nghéo, cha la dan lao ding, bl n00c Anh sang MO tim t0 do tin
ngl0ng t n&m 1682. Ong sinh 17 dla con, Ben sinh n&m 1706, sau con thém 2 em gai. Nam
lén 8 tuli Ben mii di0c dihlc, én 10 phli bl hic dl giup cha trong ngh lam nOn, rliditdp
nghO thO in. Nam 17 tuli b0 nha di t0 10p, {0 Boston xul ng t0i Philadelphia (di b0 va di tDu thOy,
mOt hOn 10 ngay). Nhi ng khi ngoai 30 tuli, 6ng da kha gill, lam chl mOt nha in, mit 10 bao, la
mOt ngl0i gilu céd dla vl trong thanh ph.

Khi tham gia NghU vil'n cla “T0nh” Pennsylvania (th0i d6 chi'a gUi la bang), Ben Franklin I0i
cung cac nghd vién khac ching mit d0 ludtthul cla vO thng dic. VidD ludt nay b0t dan
chung déng thém thul gitp cho doan quén hoang gia dang dillc dilu dlng ti bl o vO tlnh,
nhOng I0i mi0n cho cac dia chi, phin I0n hO sOng bén Anh, khéng phi dong. Nghl viln, da sl
thull ¢ gido phai Quaker, da yéu cllu cac dia chi gillu cé phi déng gép cho céng bl ng. VO

th0 ng di c khéng chi u, nghl viln bl philu bac bl di lult. Culli cung, chinh cac dla chl danh
t0 nguylln gop mt sO tidn I0n d0 dio lult d00c théng qua, n0u khéng thi 6ng thi ng dil ¢ sO
khéng c6 tiln! Culc tranh lul n v thul dé kéo dai cU chilc nam chila chim dit, cho tdi khi Ben
Franklin d00c NghO Vi n c0 sang Anh th0 0 ng thuyOt v i chinh ph0 hoang gia va tric til p thO o
lun vOiluOtsD diidiinclagilidlachd. Chung ta bilt rlng dan cac thulc dla MO chau da nli
lén chi ng vua Anh khii d0u ciing vi thuD. HO néu khOu hi0u: Khéng c6 dli bilu gop y kil n thi
khéng di 0 c danh thul dan!

NhO ng nha t0 phu Phap khi vidty kil n t0 nguyd n déng thém thul da khéng néu tén Ben
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Franklin lam mOu ma I0i nhi ¢ d0 n tén cac 6ng Bill Gates va Warren Buffett, cung cac t0 phu MO
khac, nhing ngl Ui vilt thd ngd yéu clu dilc déng gop cho xa hii nhilu hi n bl ng cach tang
sult thul hO phOidéng. TO ng thl ng Barack Obama khi dlla ra di &n ct gil m khiDm hOt ngan
sach trong do6 co6 kholn bulc nhing ng00i gidu nhit nD0c MO phOitrd sult thul giOng nhi tr00c
khi d00c cOt gilm nam 2011, éng cing néu |én “Quy t0 ¢ Buffett” ma quén khéng nhi ¢ t0i “Quy
t0c Franklin.” ThOt la mOt sO sét dli viinha I0p qulc nay.

Ong Warren Buffett ciing chl theo tinh thIn cla Ben Franklin khi 6ng than phill n rlng nhing
ngl0i gilu nhO éng nhil u khi déng it thul hOn nhilng ngd 0i lam céng cho hi ; trong d6 éng néu
thi d0 ngd0ithD ky cla éng. BOivi nglli gilu bilt cach tranh thul nhO sO ding nhing “I0 hd ng”
trong lu0t thul khéa. Tiln IDi nh0 d0u t0 chO phOi déng thul 15% ma céc t0 phu cé thi kil m

bl c tril u nh0 d0u t0; trong khi ¢6 thD ky lanh I00ng vO c6 thd phdi dong 20%.

Khéng phii ai cdng ding y vii 6ng Warren Buffett. NhiJu ngl0i MO cting khdng bil't cll nh nghéo
kho c6 thit 0 chung quanh minh. MOt dan bilu quUc hii lién bang, 6ng Michael Steele khi dilc
phing v n, da khéng bil't hidn nay I00ng t0i thilu tr0 ngO0i lao dlng MO la bao nhiéu; chic vi
ong khéng quen bilt ai dang l1anh I00ng tdi thil u. Dan bilu Sean Duffy lanh I00ng 174,000 db la
mOt nam, than la khéng di . Dan bil u John Fleming than phil n b0 dong thull nhiDu qua. VOildi
t0 ¢ kinh doanh hiin 6 tridu m0 kim mOt nam, 6ng néi ci n din 600,000 dU lo cho gia dinh va dlu
t0 thém vao business, “Sau khi lo nuéi gia dinh xong, t6i chd con d0 chllng 400,000 d6 la di

diu t0 thém ma théi!” Nhilu ngl0i MO chl mong kilm di0c mdt phin mO0i sO tiln dO chDa xai
hit cOa 6ng Fleming!

Khi Ben Franklin néu 1én thi d0 v ngO0i nghéo va nglUi gilu 0 Philadelphia vao gila thd kO 18,
thit0 10 chénh I0ch vO tai sinlangiligiluco gip 20 I0n ngdlinghéo. 0 ni0c MO bay gil,
chénh l0ch vO tai siinva lditlc cao hOn nhidu. MOt phOn tram nhOng ngd0i gidu nhOt nO0c nOm
34% tng sO tai sUn; con 90% nhing ngl0i ngheo nhit gil trong tay 27%. Nhng ng0i kilm
nhidu tiln nhit nO0c, trong 10,000 ng00i cé mOt nglCi, I0i t0c binh quan hin 27 trilu mO kim
mOt nam. NhO ng ngl Ui trong 1% gillu nhit thi I0i t0c ctng lanh v hOn mOt trilu m0 kim. Cé hO'n
46 tridu ngl0i MO sOng di0i “MOc Ngheo Khé;” mic nghéo diIcOndinhlalbitic 11,139 d6 la
mOt nam, n0u d0c than, va 22,314 d6 la cho mit gia dinh 4 ngl0i. Con sO 46.2 trilu ngd0i
nghéo la mit kD l0c, chla bao gil dong nhi vOy kO 10 khi cé s thIng ké.

MOt sO kidn c6 thd lam nhilu ngd0i MO bulin, la ch sO chénh I0ch gilu ngheo 0 MO d0 ng hang
t0 nhOt thD gidi, trong mOt quOc gia gilu cé nhit thD gili. Cho sO Gini do I00ng mi ¢ chénh I0ch
cho thIy n00c MO ding ngang hang vli cac ni0c nhl Cameroon, Madagascar, Rwanda,
Uganda, Ecuador v kholng cach gilla ngi0i gilu vOi ngd0i nghéo. Nhiing n00cOn B0, Trung
Qulc ma con co6 chi si Ginitlthin MO!
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Cul ¢ suy thodi kinh t0, b0t dlu nam 2007, da lam ngl0i MO trung I0u nghéo di. LOi t0c c0a dan
MO 0 mOc chinh gila, th00ng glila Trung sO, Median, vao nam 2010 la 49,445 d6 la da giim
hin 2% so vili nam tri 0 c, vi kinh t0 xuO ng. Tinh t0 nam 1999 thi I0i t0 ¢ chinh gilla da gilm mit
t0i 7%, xul ng b0 ng mdc nam 1996, khi 6ng Bill Clinton con dang lam t0 ng thl ng.

NhO ng dan MO v n c6 tinh thdn t00ng tr0 r0t cao. Chinh nhO tinh thdn Ben Franklin vin tOn t0i 0
nd0c MO cho nén mii c6 nhilu chiOng trinh xa hii gidp ngd0i g0p cOn khi n khd. NOu khéng
nhO 1anh céc kholn tr0 cp thOt nghidp thi s c6 thém 3.2 tridu ngl0i nDa rdt xul ng tinh trdng
di0i mOc nghéo khé. NOu nd0c MO khéng c6 chilIng trinh HOu bl ng Xa hii (Social Security)
thanh I0p t0 thOi TOng thl ng Franklin Roosevelt, thi sO ngl0i gia nghéo kho sO tang 1én gip 5
I0n!

Thanh nién khi p th0 gili d0u nén dl ¢ culn t0 truydn cOa Ben Franklin d0 thO'y hinh Dnh mOt
con ngl0idang noi gdng. TO nhi éng datl diti0y nhing kO ludt d0o dic d0 theo sult ddi.
COu Ben cn cu lam vil ¢; nhilu sang kil n, phat minh; rdng I00ng va vO tha. Khi tr0 0 ng thanh
ludn luén nght cach viln ding bl n bé I0p cac t0 chilc cong dan mdi d0 giup I0n nhau; tham gia
chinh trl gép cong sol n thd o bl n hiln phdp MO, ding thii la mOt nha ngoli giao gilli dI0c mOi
ngOOi tin cly. Cé luc 6ng phli deo quan ham dlita d0 chl huy mOt dl o dan quén, I0p thanh lay
t0 vO cho t0nh minh, xay di ng xong thanh thi trao quydn I0i cho mOt sT quan chuyén nghil p. C6
lc di0c dd nghU 1én chic tO0ng, vi 6ng thing dic bilt Franklin dd0c tilng t0t sO tuyDn mO
di0c nhilu ngdOi tinh nguydn. NhO'ng 6ng t0 chli vi bilt c6 nhilu sT quan quen trin mOc hin
minh. Sult ddi 6ng ludn ludn tim cl h0ivOn ding cOi thiln x& hOib0ng cac hiitl nguyln. C6
thD noi 6ng la mOt ngdli diu tién xay ding xa hii cong dan 0 cac thullc dla MO, mOt nOn t0ng
clachl dl 10 do déanchi dilc trilt gia ngl0i Phap de Tocqueville vao thd ki sau ca ngli. MOt
con ngd0inhD vy ma bay gil trén thl gilingdOita chl bilt dln qua chan dung in trén td gily
blc 100 dé la! NOu thOy hinh 6ng ma ch nghi dln tidn, khéng hilc dic tim giOng culc dli
cla 6ng thi thO't 1a ud ng!
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