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QuyOn séach chi trich nng sO dlitra cla TOng Tri0ng McNamara; thai do I00ng 10 cOa
Johnson, va s ...

... VO tinh thO'n va nhilng quyOt d0 nh quéan sO cla Johnson trong cull ¢ chiln Vilt Nam, cling
nhO tinh hinh quan sO trong thii khod ng 1963-1968, mOt sU sach khac rit hl u ich nhi: Lyndon
and Vietnam: The Unmaking of a President, c0a Herbert Y. Schandler, vilt vl nhiing b0 t0c
trong cull ¢ chiln da di a Johnson din quylt dd nh khong ra tranh cO vao nam 1968. Schandler
la diita lam vioc 0 BO Qurc Phong khi vilt quyd n séach trén.

MOt tac ph0 m khac gay nhillu chi n d0 ng trong gili quan nhan, Dereliction of Duty: Lyndon
Johnson, Robert McNamara, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the Lies that Led to Vietnam, cl a
Trung Ta H.R. McMaster. Quyl n sach chl trich niing sO diitra cla TOng Tr00ng McNamara;
thai d0 100ng I0 c0a Johnson, va sU hén nhat cla cac tU 10 nh trong BTMLQ, khi h0 khéng dam
phOn dli kD holch quén sil va dilng I0i chD huy va dilu khiln cOa thOm quydn dan sO trong
culc chiln Vilt Nam.

0L0cBb0Ong MO tham chidn i Vilt Nam. (Hinh: Getty Images)

Trung Ta McMaster dang t0i ngd khi xult b0 n quyd n sach. MOt quyl n sach khac néi v nhing
quylt di nh quan tring culli cung cla TO ng Thi ng Johnson vO chilln tranh Viot Nam, Counsel to
the President: A Memoir, ca TOng Tr00ng Qulc Phong Clark Clifford. Clifford la ngi0i thay
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McNamara, va la ngi0i dd nghU th0Ong I00ng vOi CSBV, rlitd 10 giim quan 0 Viot Nam a0 b0t
dlu ch00Ong trinh Vidt Nam Héa. Tong Tr00ng Qulc Phong Robert S. McNamara ciing la mOt
nhan vt di0c nhi ¢ din nhilu - n0u khoéng ndi la nhillu nhi't - trong thl i khol ng nay cla cullc
chiln. Sach vl tam ly, kD truyOn, 10 truy0 n (biography/autobiography), va thai di cla
McNamara, c6 vai cul n quan tring nhi, Henry Trewhitt, McNamara: His Ordeal in the
Pentagon; William Kaufmann, The McNamara Strategy; ly tha va chi ti0t nh0t, la cul n sach vQ
cl culc diicla McNamara, Promise and Power: The life and Times of Robert McNamara cl a
Deborah Shapley. Riéng chinh McNamara thi éng cé vilt tdc phl m, In Retrospect: The Tragedy
and Lessons of Vietnam. Tac phO'm gay nhilu thOt vilng cho dic gil, nhOtla gili sO gia... vi
khéng c6 gi mii.

NhOng dii sO, thd tr00ng quan tring di0i thdi TOng ThO ng Johnson c6 vilt I0i kinh nghidm cla
ho vO Viot Nam nhO William Sullivan, Obligato: Notes on a Foreign Service Career; U. Alexis
Johnson, The Right Hand of Power; George Ball, The Past Has Another Pattern; Paul M.
Kattenburg, The Vietnam Trauma in American Foreign Policy, 1945-1954. Trong giai dol n nay,
nhOng din tin quan tring qua I0i gila toa dili s0 Hoa KO 0 Sai Gon va Hoa Thi nh B0 n, va cac
hudn ID0nh cOa Johnson v Vilt Nam, c6 thD tim thOy trong b0 sach Foreign Relations of the
United States: Vietnam, 0 cac quyln t0 nam 1964 cho diin 1968.

Nam 1968 va biln ¢l TOt MOu Than 1968 la m0t khac quanh quan trdng trong kI hol ch ngol i
giao, quan s MO 0 Viot Nam. MOt sO sach ghi IDi giai dol n nay nhi, After Tet: The Bloodiest
Year in Vietham clla Ronald H. Spector. Tac phim chu tring vO phi0ng dil n chinh trl va quan
sO thay dlli sau nam MO u Than. CIA ciing c6 gili mdt mOt tai li0 u, “Intelligence Warning of the
Tet Offensive in South Vietham” (trong CIA Estimative Products on Vietnam). Tai lilu nay la sOn
phim clamitOy ban cao clp, dilcI0pradd dilutratli sao cac cl quan hiu trach khéng dil y
dl n nhO ng tién doan tinh bao da di I c I0u hanh trong gilli hJu trach tr 0 c doé.

Cung chl d0 vO sO thOt bOi cOa tinh bao la The Tet Offensive: Intelligence Failure in War cl a
James J. Wirtz. VO nhlng nhin d0nh sail0c cOa gili truydn théng MO trong TO MOu Thén, diic
Don Oberdorfer, Tet!; va, Peter Braesrup, Big Story: How American Press and Television
Reported and Interpreted the Crisis of Tet 1968 in Vietnam and Washington, day la hai tac

phOm di0c gili nghién clu cha y vi sO chinh xac va trung thi ¢ cl a tac phI m. Trong t00ng quan
vliculc chiln Viot Nam, thai d0 cla xa hii MO, nhO ng phong trao ph'n chiln, di0c néi d0n
trong nh ng tac phim nhO Vietnam: The War at Home, cla Thomas Powers, hay, The Long
Dark Night of the Soul: The American Intellectual Left and the Vietham War, c0 a Sandy
Vogelgesang.

TO nam 1968 khéng con dill ¢ gili bom trén miln BO ¢, MACV chuylln mii n0 I0c vao céc chilln
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dich gilibom chilnI00Oc O HO Lao, c0 ging ngan chin hi thOng tidp vin cla CSVN vao Nam.
VO kO hoUch gilli bom, phl0ng phap ngan chin bIng may truy t0m diln t0 trén hD thO ng d00ng
xam nhdp HO Chi Minh, sO I00ng va phi v gili bom, nhing taililu hic t0p va nghién clu cla
Khéng Quan Hoa KO nhi Project CHECO; cac bl quéan sl chinh thD ¢ t0 Office of U.S. Air Force
History; Air War Over South Vietnam, 1968-1975, cl'a Bernard C. Nalty. VO ph00ng dil n kinh
t0, luéan ly, hay tinh chOt phap ly ca hanh ding gili bom, quyd n The Air War in Indochina, do
Raphael Litauer va Norman Uphoffs chi bién, cé nhilu déng gép cl a chuyén vién quic t0 v

do tai nay.

NhOng lién I0c ngoli giao chanh thd c gila Hoa KO va CSVN dl tim tim gili phap cho culc
chiln - chanh thOc t0 nam 1968 va bi mOt trong hai nam 1965-1967 - di0c sU I00c trong The
Negotiating Volumes of the Pentagon Papers clla George Herring. Song song vili sach clla
Herring la tai lilu gi0i m0t cOa BO Ngoli Giao, Foreign Relations of the United States, volume
IV, Vietham, September 1968-January 1969.

Nam 1969 chiln tranh Vilt Nam b00c sang mOt giai dodn mOi vOi vO t0ng thO ng mOi - Richard
M. Nixon. SO liDu vO thOi khol ng nam 1969 cho dl n khi Hil p B0 nh Paris 1973 nhilu d0 d0 gili
thich va nhn ddnh nhO'ng bidn ¢ xOy ra. NOu cul c chiln tr00c Nixon d00c mOnh danh la “culc
chil n cla McNamara,” “cull ¢ chilln cla Johnson,” thi t0 nam 1969 cling cé “culc chiln cla
Nixon.” HOi ky cla Nixon, RN: The Memoirs of Richard Nixon cho thl'y s0 thay dli chilu hd 0 ng.

Sach vilt vl giai dodn cOm quyln cla Richrad Nixon r0t nhilu va da ding. VO nhiingliénlic
gilalOng cl vién TOng Thing Nixon va B0i SO Bui Dilm, dlc hii ky cOa ba Anna Chennault,
The Education ofAnna, va chi tilt h0 n, trong cac tac phU m nhd A Tangled Web: TheMaking of
Foreign Policy in The Nixon Presidency, clla William Bundy. William la anh c0a McGeorge
Bundy, va la nhan vién cao clp CIA va B0 Qulc Phong. William Safire, chuyén vién vilt dil n
van cho Nixon trong hai I0n tranh cO, ghi l0i nhiJu chi ti0t v0 nhOng lién I0c d0u tién gila Anna
Chennault, Bui Di0 m, Nixon, trong Before the Fall cOa William Safire. VO chuyln Toa BUi SO
Viot Nam 0 Hoa Thinh B0 n va tl gia B0i SO Bui Dilm b0 di a thdm va thau bang, di ¢ The Man
Who Kept the Secrects: Richard Helm and the CIA. Bay la mOt tac phO m kha hay vQ lién h
gila chinh tr0 nii dla Hoa KO, vi quan sO va CIA. VO nhan vOt Henry A. Kissinger, ngoai cull n
hii ky do 6ng vil't, White House Years, mit sO tac phO m khac cho ta nhilu cai nhin v vO t0ng
tr00ng ngoli giao cl a Nixon. Kissinger, do hai anh em ky gi0 Marvin Kalb va Bernard Kalb villt,
co chilu hiOng Ong hO.

Trong khi The Price of Powers: Kissinger in the Nixon White House cl a ky gil Seymour M.
Hersh chi a ding nhilu chi trich, n0u khéng ndi la hai t0i. Tac gi0l David Landau trong
Kissinger: The Uses of Power, ciing co mit nhin xét td0ng t0. HJiky cla clu Tham MO u
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Tr00ng Toa BOch Cung (Chanh Van Phong), Hary R. Haldeman, The Haldeman Diaries: Inside
the White House, nhc nhilu v t0 cach, ID I0ilam vilc, va x0o thd chinh tr0 c0a Kissinger khi
cU hai lam vil c chung di0 Ui quydn TOng Thi ng Richard Nixon. (Con til p)
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