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Che diu Quic hii, nhan dan Hoa kU

Sau bao nhiéu th0 doln cl a Kissinger, vao luc sUp hI man, I0i thém mit chuyl n khé hil u: nhén
dan Hoa kO khéng di0c nghe nhing I0i clu clu cOa nhan dan Midn Nam, vi da khéng c6 diu
vitgilahailathd cla Qulc hldi VNCH clu clu Quic hdiHoakD datdingi!

Va nhi vy, ching nhi'ng QuC ¢ hdi Hoa kO da b0 hol mu hoan toan, khdng hay bilt gi d0n
nhOng cam kOt ca TO ng thi ng Nixon, Ford, hi 10i khéng c6 cl hUi du chi la d0 nghe I0i culi
cung do dii dif n hai mO0i tril u nhan dan Midn Nam cOu cO u.

Trong cul ¢ hilp ngay 22 thang 3 t0i Dinh BOc LOp vOi ChO tOch ThiOng Vion, éng Trin Van
LOm, va Chi tOch HO Viln, dng Nguyldn Ba COn, Ngoli tri ng BO ¢ va t6i, sau khi nghe TO ng
thOng ThiJu gili thich vOn g0n vO tinh hinh va nhi ng vil ¢ phUilam, éng LO0m d0 nghU la Quic
hii Viot nam phdi I1én tidng cOu clu nhan dan Hoa kO qua Qulc hdi MO. 6ng Thilu rdtding y:
"Nhan dan Hoa ki phiicé ¢l hii nghe minh néi sO thit. VOn dl la do0i hinh thIc nao?"

Sau khi ban blc mUi khia clnh, 6ng LOm @i t0i kOt ludn la Qulc hDi VNCH nén vilt ba t0i hJu
thD cOu clu MO : mOt cho TOng thi ng Ford, mOt cho 6ng Nelson Rockefeller, ChU t0ch ThiUng
Vil n (vi 6ng ta l1a Pho TO ng thl ng, nén theo hill n phap, ciing l1a Chl tOch ThiOng Vil n), va mit
cho 6ng Carl Albert, Chi tOch HO Vion.

La ngl0i binh th0Ong r0t dilm d0m, vui v, an cn, it d0 10 xdc cdm riéng t0, 6ng LOmM hém Oy
cting hot s ¢ xtc ding. Ong via di Washington clu viln t0i Quc h0i MO vO di0c vai tuln va
da bao cao dit khoéat la khong nhilng s khéng cé khol n 300 tril u ma c quan vil n cling c6 thl
bl cOt.
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Ong kO 10§ nhilng gi 6ng da dil 0 c nghe vao lic Hoa Bam Paris s p kit thac. Vi 6ng la ngd0i sO
phUi ky vao Hi0 p d0 nh cung vOi Henry Kissinger, Kissinger da ci thuylt phlc éng. Trong luc
chl cé hai ngh0ingdi hO'p, mOt cach trdnh trlng 6ng

Kissinger da I0p di I0p 10i vii 6ng LOm "nhing cam kit hit sOc chit chd". Ong phan nan:
"Khéng th0 t00ng ti0ng di0c! Lam sao mit dli cl0ng qulc nhd Hoa kI ma i cé thi x0 s nhi
viy?". ROi bl ng gil ng xuc di ng, va nghiém nghl, 6ng kO ra nam dil u cam kOt Kissinger da noi
riéng vli éng, tr00c khi dng dli diln VNCH ky vao bl n Hil p di nh:

thD nhOt, Kissinger da néi vii t6i ring mO0i lam ngay sau khi ky kOt thoD O0c, BOc Vilt s ngdng
xam nhip midn Nam t0 ngd Lao, nhi vy lachim ditdiOc vilctang clOngl0cliOng cla
chung t0i miln Nam. VOy ma kholn nay d& bl vi phUm tring trin, mOt cach cé hi thO ng;

thD hai, 6ng ta da bl o d0 m ring Nga X6 va Trung COng sU dung 0nh hiOng clahi do bltBlc
Vilt phCi ton trd ng Hil p d0 nh;

thD ba, 6ng ta thO sOng, th0 chOtla n0u Hilp d0nh b0 vi phim, Hoa kil s dap 0ng quyOtliot, vOi
toan I0c ching Bic Vilt;

thD 0, khi thO o lul n riéng t0, Kissinger da hila Hoa kU sO thi hanh vil ¢ thay th0 quén cU theo
tiéu chul n mOt-d0i-mO0t nhO Hil p d0nh cho phép. Cang theo hla hi n dé, Kissinger néi Hoa kO
s cung Ong quan vion dily do d0 VNCH t0 vi, sO ding quyOn t0 quyOt va;

thD nam, Kissinger nh c I0i TO ng thl ng Nixon da cam kOt sO viln tr0 kinh t0 d0y a0 40 tai thidt".
Hil p d0 nh Paris, nhil Kissinger da thl 0 ng n6i vOi tdi va phai doan VNCH tli Paris, trong nhil u
dip, "ChD la mOt mOnh gily; dilu dang kO la quyOn IDc cla vO TOng thing Hoa kO lam hOu

thul n cho né".

Thiy 6ng LOm ti0t I0 nhD vOy t6i thO m nght I0i sao ngay t0i buli hdp gila NgoUitri0ng LOm va
CO v n Kissinger, 10i khdng c6 nhing bl 0c ti0p theo? ThODng la sau cac bulli hi p quan tring,
c0 tinh cach th 0 ng thuydt thi b0t bul ¢ phUi c6 Bl n Ghi NhO. BOn nay ghi I0i nhd ng did m chinh,
hai bén cung ky t0t vao dil lam bl ng chiing, IDu vao hi sO. Gia nhi NgoUitriIng LOm cé dilc
mOt BOn Ghi NhD (thang 1, 1973) gilla 6ng va Kissinger nhi vO'y thi trong nhi ng chuyln di clu
villn t0i Washington nam 1974 va 1975 (vUit0 cach la Chl tOch ThoOng Vion VNCH) éng da cé
di0c nhing ly do chinh dang di tiln b0.

Quic hUi VNCH clu clu T ng thing Hoa kU

Gi0 day thi da muln, nh0 ng nam didm cam kOt NgolitriIng LOm dla ra da di0c dung lam nOi
dung chi yOu cla bOc thd duy nhittrong I0ch sO do Quic hii VNCH gii cho TO ng thing Hoa
KO. LOi 1D thO ng thi0t, bOc thD con d0a trén can bl n tinh nghta cla mOt B0 ng minh da cung
chiln ddu vii Hoa kO trong hai thO p nién. Thém vao do, né con villn din tinh cach quic il cla
Hilp d0nh Paris: la d& di0c mOt HOi nghU quCc 10 (til p theo Hil' p d0 nh) xac nhin gia trl cla
no.

VO didm nay, suy nght 01, t6i thy hai 6ng Nixon-Kissinger r0t khon. Thay vi yéu clu QuUc hii
MO phé chulln Hil'p d0 nh Paris, va nhi vi'y ¢6 tinh cach rang bullc dUi viii MO, hi 0it0 chOc
mOt HOi nghD QuOc tl (c6 TOng thO ky Lién HiDp QuOc tlid0) d0 xac nhin "tinh cach quic 0"
cland. NhD vy la Hiop d0nh da c6 gia tr0 viiquic td, VNCH ¢ an tam.

La thD gO0i TO ng thO ng Ford nhi sau:

Vit nam cl ng hoa
ThOoOng Vil n
Sai gon, Ngay 24 thang 3, 1975
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Kinh gOi

TOng thO ng Gerald Ford

Toa BOch Cung

Thia TOng thd ng:

Biididn cho LOONg Vion Quic hiindOc Viot nam clng hoa, chung t6i minh bl o vilt cho Ngai
thay mOt hai mO0i tri0u nhan dan Mi0n Nam, kO cU trén mOt nOa trifu ngl0i di c0 mOi day vi
nhOng tin céng clla BOc Vilt.

Chung t6i ctng dang vilt cho Ngai vUi t0 cach la mOt B0 ng minh vi cul ¢ chiln nay da di0c khii
s, kéo dai va nubi ding - khéng phlli do Hoa ki hay Mil n Nam VN- da rang bullc vin mlnh
cla hai nl0c chung ta trong hai thd p nién vl a qua.

"Chung ta da cung nhau chil p nhi n thO thach cla cullc chiln, nén gil day cing chi la chuyln
di nhién ma chung ta c ging gili quylt vln dd cung vii nhau. Cung nhau chung ta da tli hoa
dam Paris, va cung nhau chung ta da ky kit b0 n Hil p di nh dinh chil n van hii hoa binh t0i Vilt
nam...

"Hilp d0nh nay da di0c mOt HOi nghU quOc t0 minh d0nh rd rang nhing bl o dim cla tit cl
cac cllng qudc vO gia trd phap ly cla no, bing mit Blo lultquictl.

Vi tin 100 ng vao dé ma chung t6i, nganh L0 p phap cla VNCH da thac diy TO ng thi ng chung toi
ky kOt Hi p d0 nh Paris, giup mang 10i kOt thdc danh di cho vilc can thilp tric til p cda quén dli
Hoa kO vao Vilt nam...

Vao thii di0 m dé, chung téi da di0c Hoa ki cam kit rIng... (doln nay trong la thd da li0t ké
nam dil m nh0 6ng LOm @& trinh bay 0 trén)

"BUivOy, gil day vUitinh cach khin clp... chang t6i tran trd ng yéu cl u Ngai thi hanh bt cl

bil n phap nao cln thilt do:

1. Van hii tinh trl ng ban d0u cla Hil p di nh Paris, dé la dly luil0c I00ng COng sOn trd 10
nhing dila diim c0a hd nhd vao ngay 27 thang 1, 1973;

2. Cung cl p cho chung t6i nh ng phi0ng tidn khn cOp d0 dOy lui cul ¢ tdn cdng hiln nay.

"D0 kOt thac, chdng t6i xin cIm 0n Ngai v nhing yOm tr0 mOnh mO Ngai da danh cho culc dlu
tranh chung cla chung ta.

"Kinh chuc Ngai lubn ludn thanh cong trong khi thi hanh nhing trach nhiim I0n lao cOa Ngai.
Tréan trl ng,

Nguyln Ba COn, ChO tOch HO Vion VNCH

TrOn Van LOm, ChO tOch ThOOng Vidn VNCH

Clu clu Qulc hili Hoa ki

Ngay hdm sau, ¢ hai Chl tOch ThoOng va HO Vion VNCH glithd cho I00ng Vion QuOc hii Hoa
kO. L& thD di0c gii qua ngll ngoUi giao: t0 Toa dii sl MO 0 Sai gon vl B0 Ngoli giao. NUi dung
nhi sau:

Vit nam clng hoa

ThioOng Vil n

Sai gon, ngay 25 thang 3, 1975
Kinh gli
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Ngai Nelson Rockefeller

Chi tOch ThoOng Vi n Hoa ki

Washington D.C.

Hai thang trl 0 ¢ day, chung téi da c6 dip diilc dl cOp tli Ngai vd hlu qul trfim tring cla vilc
c0t qua nhillu quan vill n trong cull ¢ chiln dau vii kO thu chung cla cO hai qulc gia...

"Trong hai thl p nién qua, Hoa ki da thuylt phi ¢ nhan dan Miln Nam, bl ng I0i néi va bllng villc
lam, a0 h0 ding lén diing d0u vi COng sOn. Vi tin t00ng vao Hoa ki, h da dit cd ming sOng
cla hi va clla gia dinh hi vao sOl chan thanh vl nhing ha hiln cla Hoa kiI. Chllng con nghi
ngl gi nla ring COng sln s khong tha thl cho nhan dan chang téi vi da chin lla ding vO phe
Thi giditD do...

"Vi vy trong gil phut nguy nan nay, chung téi thOy cin philén tilng mOtI0n nda dd khilu nOi
t0i QuOc hoi va Chinh phi Hoa kil d0 xin tén trlng nhing cam kit vili mdt B0 ng minh.

"Chung téi xin long tring nhi ¢ I0i n0i day nhi ng gi Hoa kO da hi'a hiin vi ching téi vao luc ky
Hil p dl nh Paris ngay 27 thang 1, 1973 dl mang d00c trén nam tram tu binh v MO.

(lint k& nam dil m nh0 éng LOm trinh bay [ trén day)

Tr00Oc sO tOn cong tric tidp vao nin tdng cla Hil p di nh Paris cting nhl vao can bl n cla nhing
hOa hOn (lién hO), va vao nhing cam k't cla bl n TOng thi ng Hoa kO, chdng t6i long tring clu
clu mong Ngai va Chanh phi Hoa ki ¢é nhing hanh ding t0c khilc va minh mi a0 phic hOi
HiD p d0 nh Paris nh0 da ky kOt ngay 27 thang 1, 1973, d6 la:

1. D0y luiquan diii Bic Vidt tr0 I0i vO tri cda hd nhO lac ky Hil'p d0nh; va

2. Kop thoitiOp liou cho chung t6i t0t cl nhing phiOng tion cOn thilt dl taildp cancanlic
I00nNng, cing nhl d0 chang t6i t0 blo v ...

Thia Ngai Chi t0ch, ching t6i s rt bilt0n dl yéu clu Ngai théng bao nlli dung clla bl c thd
nay cho cac quy vl nghi sitli ThiOng Viln Hoa kI.

Tréan trl ng,

Nguyln Ba Cn, Chl tOch HD Vion VNCH

TrOn Van LOm, Cho tOch ThoOng Vion VNCH

Va tho th0 hai, cung m0t n0i dung, di0c gii cho ChO tOch HO Vion, éng Carl Albert.

Tr00Oc van bl n culi cung nhi trén, mit bl n thlo da dilc chuyln sang d0 6ng Thilu thémy

kil n. Ong phé vao bl n thio (bl ng but chi) miy dil m phin 0nh nhing gi 6ng suy nght. Ong phé
blng cO tiong Vilt IO n tidng Anh nhdng y nhi sau:

- hOu qul cOa thilu quéan viln vatang ciling cla CS: can can l0c lI00ng cho thy v khd nang
I0u ding va hol I0c, chd con 40%;

- phiitai phUitri trd0c viln 0nh Quic hdi khéng viln trd n0 a;

- phi phOi tri khdng phUila bdi trdn, vi khong thilu y chi chiln diu,

+ Quing Blc (diu + c6 nghta la "tich cOc")".

Ta cé thD gili thich m0y didm nay nhi sau:

Dilm thd nhOt va thd ba: édng billn h0 cho thOt bOi trén chiln tr0 0 ng;

DPilm thD nhOt va thd hai cho ta thOy ding I0c lam éng di t0i quydt ddnh "tai phOi tri" (rdt Pleiku);
Pilm tho t0: Ong muln néi tli chiln thing 0 Qulng BOc. Ching t0 Mil n Nam khong thilu y chi
chiln ddu.

Chi dii Washington phiin Ing

Chinh ph va Quic hli VNCH chi dUi t0 ng giay phut tin tdc vl nhng I0i clu clu culli cung cla
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cl Hanh phap I0n LOp phap.

Ngay ming 2 thang 4, sau khi Ba NI ng da thit th0, TOng trl0ng qul ¢c phong James
Schlesinger (luc d6 chia di0c xem nhl ng th mOt t6i nhl Von Marbod chuyln cho 6ng) trong
mOt culc hOp bao, vl n con ndi "t00ng dli it co danh nhau I0n" 101 Vilt nam. Schlesinger da
mul n gidm thilu t0m quan tring cla cul ¢ kh ng hollng. Thi ¢ ra 6ng da tin rdng sau khi m0t
Pa NUng thi chuyl n da xong rli, va mli quan tam I0n c0a Hoa kO chl con la lam sao di t0n an
toan s 6000 nglUi. TrOO ¢ khi Weyand di Sai gon, Schlesinger da din do: Fred, nén thi n tring.
Bl ng hia hn qua nhifu. B0ng dI minh bl v ng vao cai quan nidm ring minh s dlo ngllc
ngdn trilu. TriDu nD0c dang xung gdn hOt rdi" (1).

Noi cach khac, Schlesinger va Morton Abramovitz, Phé TO ng trl0ng qul ¢ phong di ¢ trach An
ninh qui ¢ t0 d0u tin r0ng chilu hiOng cla culc chiln da hoan toan bt I0i cho VNCH, va ching
con cach nao dio nglilIc nd dilc nla.

Ngay 5 thang 4 thi din 00t Kissinger. MO Ui ngay sau khi TOng thO ng va Qulc hii VNCH clu
clu, Kissinger hl p bao vl chuylln coéng tac cla t10 ng Weyand. Ong hoan toan khéng néi gi ti
bl n bl c thd khin ma chi biln h cho vidc clu xét sl tiln vidn tr0 quan si 722 tril u do Weyand
dl nghO. ThOcra, chl la mOt hanh ddng chiln ID0c: Kissinger thl'a bi0t Qudc hiisO khiOc t0
kholl'n nay, nhing cO dla ra dd con dittrach nhilm cho Quic hUivD vidc mOt midn Nam.
Ngoai ra con mic dich khac, mic dich phlil0", d6 la d0 trin an Miln Nam, giup cho vilc rdt ra
cho an toan (xem ChiOng 13) (2).

Ngay 6 thang 4, trén chi 0 ng trinh truyl n hinh hang tuOn "B0i didn vOi Qulc dan" ("Face the
Nation"), Schlesinger IDi tuyén b0 : "ThOt rd rang la chd dlitdn céng la chl ¢6 10 nén dilc do
trong ngol ¢ kép. Nhing gi da x0y ra chl la mOt sU suy sip mOt phOnnao clallc I00ng Nam
VN; vi thD da r0t it cé danh nhau I0n kO t0 trdn danh Ban Mé Thull ¢, va chinh trln nay cling da
la mOt ngoOil0".

Khi nghe vO'y, t00ng Homer Smith, Tri0ng Phong Tul vién qul ¢ phong tli Sai gon, bl ¢ minh
din dl 6ng da danh diln v Washington phd nhd n quan dil m cla Schlesinger.

Smith néi: "Trai 101, hiln thD'i dang cé danh nhau I0n dU ¢ theo vung duyén hii va tli nhi ng khu
vilc chan dli t1 phia Nam Ph Bai cho t0i Khanh D00 ng t0i t nh Khanh Hoa". Ong lilt k& nhing
mOt trin dang didn ra ltc d6 rdi kOt ludn: "Tréan trdng d0 ngh Tham mOu tr00ng Lién quan cho
ong TOng tr00ng hic thudc nhi ng sO kil n nay dd (6ng ta) co6 thO trinh bay cho dan chung MO
bilt mOt cach chinh xac nhiing gi da x0y ra. Hil'n nay qul dang cé diintiln mOtculc "dlitIn
cbng" (3).

TOng tri0ng qul ¢ phong giac ngl

Ngay hém sau, Von Marbod 0 Palm Spring v Washington vli t00ng Weyand, da tli ngay van
phong Schlesinger di dlla cho Schlesinger xem mUy bl c thl cla TO ng thi ng Nixon.

Bl c xong, 6ng da hit sl c nglc nhién! Nhit Ia sau khi mOi day, khéng bilt vi ap I0c hay sao ma
ong I0i nhO cO tinh gidm b0t c00ng d khO ng hol ng t0i Midn Nam. BOt chOt, 6ng mOi bil't 1a
chinh éng Ford cting d& b0 hol mu. La TOng trd0ng qulc phong cla mit Ui cllng qulc, 6ng
cOm thO'y ph0'n nao cting c6 moc cm vi chinh éng cling da b0 bl ng bit. Sau nay éng da binh
lud n: "Ti tin rdng TOng thing Ford da bl I0a blp vd nhing l4 thD nay..." (4).

Du la da qua mudn, éng muln Qulc hii Hoa kU phCi bil't vil ¢ nay. La vién chilc cao clp bén
hanh phép, 6ng khéng th trl c til p théng bdo cho Qul ¢ hii. Vi vi'y, éng di qua ngU lién I0c ca
nhan. Schlesinger kha than cOn vii ThiOng nghU sTJackson va thiOng lién I0c vii phO tacla
ong ta la Richard Perle.

QuOc hiiva nhan dan MO khéng hay bi0t?

Ngay 8 thang TO, t0i Washington, Thi 0 ng nghd st Henry Jackson (Dan chi, Washington) céng
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khai t0 cao da c6 "nhlng thol 00c mOt" gila Hoa ki va Vilt nam. Jackson n6i 6ng da dilic
ngul n tin dang tin c0y cho bilt ring "nhing thol 00c Oy bay gil dilctilt 0 la chinh ngay cl
TOng thO ng cling chl mOi d00c nghe néi vl chung miy hdm gl n day thoi".

Pap Ung I0it0 cdo cla Jackson, chinh quyl n Ford cdng khai phD nhOn la d& khong hi c6 mit
mOt00c nao hit. Toa Boch Oc bdi rdi, h0'p ban cach dii phé. Phi t4 Bao chi Ron Nessen vilt I0i
trong HOi ky (1978):

Sau nhllng culc ban bl c rit lau gila cac 6ng Ford, Kissinger, Scowcroft, Rumsfeld va t6i, t6i
di0c phép xac nhin la TOng thO ng Nixon va TOng thOng Thilu c6 trao dlli thD tin riéng, nhi ng
phiindi la: nhing I0i tuyén bl céng khai hUi d6 da phin 0nh niidung nhing lién I0c riéng t0 Oy
rdi". (5).

Henry Kissinger khdng chi u binh lul n trd ¢ tid p, nhO ng cho phép mOt phat ngén vién cla B0
Ngolli giao nhi ¢ cho bao chi bilt vl mOt I0ituyén b0 tr00c kia cla 6ng ta ndi rl ng Hoa kI
"khéng c6 cam k't theo lul't phap" nao hit va nhing nghta vil cla Hoa kil chi la "cam kOt tinh
thOn". Gili bdo chi xén xao vl 10it0 cao cla Jackson, nhilng khéng mOt ai dlara dilc vilc trao
dii thO tin riéng vOi 6ng Thil u.

Tuln bao TIME sU ngay 21 thang 4 con lam ngay mOt nghién cOu v "Ghi chép vl nhng hl a
hin doivOi Sai gon" (Records on Promises to Saigon") va cting chilng tim di 0 c gi dung nhi
nhOng I0i t0 céo cla Jackson. Bai nay trich mOt cul c hi p bao cl a Kissinger sau Hil p dl nh
Paris.

HOi: C6 ngh dinh thD nao (protocols) da di0 c thol thuln (vOi Midn Nam) khéng?

Kissinger: Khéng c6 sl théng clm (understanding) bi mit nao hit.

Bang la manh khoé, quanh co: ch c6 "th0 tin" théi chl dau c6 sO "hil u ngd m, théng ¢ m nao"
(xem chiOng 2 vO tr00ng hip Kissinger tr0 101 quanh co cho Bob Haldeman, Phi ta Nixon).

U0 ban Ngoli giao ThIOng Vil n cting yéu clu Toa BOch 0c cho xem nhing thO tin Nixon -
Thilu, nhO ng 6ng Ford phin dli. Ong vilt cho U ban:

"Téi da duydtIDi hO sO lién I0c ngoli giao riéng t0. Vi ID chinh sach va y dll nh chl a dl ng trong
cac sl trao dli nay da dilc céng bl rdi, cho nén khéng cé mit dilu bi mit nao phUidiu dilm
QuOc hOi hay dan chung MO cO" (6).

Trong hi sO cla HOi dIng an ninh Qul ¢ gia, theo Nessen, tim thly cé bly la thO Nixon vil't cho
ong Thilu. VOy thi nhO ng la thO kia (riéng cOa éng Nixon, chla ki thD éng Ford) da chly di
dau? Sau nay Nessen mUi thd nhiin: "ThO ¢ ra, nhing I0i d0m bOo riéng t0 cOa Nixon hla vii
Thilu da di xa hin nhOng 10i tuyén b0 yOm tr0 (ViOt nam) hdi0y" (7).

La ngl Ui da tong chi ng chil n tranh t0 ngay con la phéng vién hang NBC t0i Viot nam (6ng IDy
vl Vilt nam), bay gi0 0 dda vO quyln hanh, Nessen khong mulln 6ng thdy minh viOng mdc
thém vao Vilt nam nla. Ngoai Kissinger, c6 10 6ng la ngi0i dilc 6ng Ford tin dung nhilu nhot.
B0 tr0 I0i nhOng céau hii vl vOn dl TOng thing Ford cé cam kOt gi vOi VNCH hay khong,
Nessen céng nhin la édng Ford c6 vilt thd riéng cho 6ng Thil u, nhi ng I0i khéng chiu nhi ¢ gi
t0ilathd d0 ngay 9 thang 2, 1974, mit ngay sau khi nhOm chic, trong dé, TO ng thing Ford da
tai xdc nhn nhiing I0i cam kOt giDa Hoa ki va VNCH (c0 a Nixon trii0 ¢ kia), va hIa ring n6 sO
di0c "hoan toan ton trl ng trong nhil m kO cl a t6i".

Trong cul ¢ phOng viln vi chung téi mO0i nam sau, éng Ford kKO 10i rdng hoi dé "t6i cé bilt qua
loa vO sO trao dlithd t0 gila Nixon va Thilu, nhil ng t6i da khéng dilc dic hit" (8).

Sau do, 6ng vilt tOng t6i mOt culn "HOi ky" cla 6ng: "To Greg Hung, with warmest best wishes"
(TOng 6ng HIng vl i nhOng cOu chuc nOng nan va tlt dlp nhit; tén Cong gido cla téi la
Gregory).

MOt nghia ¢l trong cho dip
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Luc trD vO Washington, Ford mii quylt dil nh xem phii dli ph6 nhi thO nao vOi b0 n phdc trinh
cla Weyand. Ong sp ra tri0c Quic hii a0 phic trinh v "tinh trlng thD gili". D6 la dip éng di
dinh s xin thém 722 tridu dé la quan viln bl tuc cho VNCH nhi t00ng Weyand di nghi. CO
Kissinger I0n Nessen dlu khuyén éng Ford hay tranh né di, di ng xin thém quén viln nd a.
NhOng co 10 vida diOc dic mOy lathd cOa TOng thOng Nixon vilt cho éng Thillu, nén Tl ng

thl ng Ford khéng nghe 10i c0 vln cla hai 6ng nay. Ong Ford ghi I0i trong hili ky:

"Henry Kissinger da hi thuc téi phUi néi vili dan chung MO r0ng QuOc hii MO phOi ganh chiu
hoan toan trach nhilm vl tinh hinh tan ra t0i Dong Nam A. Qul thl, Henry d& thl o mit bai diln
van thulc loli "chay nha binh chan nhi vii" (go down with the flag flying) d0 cho t6i dic. Trlc
giac bl o cho t6i d6 khéng phlila di0ng I0i ddang cho luc nay" (9).

Vi Ford da ti0t I0 ra nh0 vOy, Kissinger bao chla mii day trong culn Chim dit chil n tranh VN
(2003) rIng 6ng da nai vl i 6ng Ford:

"Tim t6i dang r0 mau khi phii n6i di0 u nay — nhilng c6 tho Ngai phUi b0 viin d0 Vilt nam ra
dang sau l0ng d0 dit n00c khéng b0 xau xé thém nia..." Nhi ng 6ng Ford khdng mull n nghe vi
nhO éng ndi: "N6 di nglUc bin chit cla toi"

Sau 0t cl nhlng hanh dilng gian ddi va tan nhin ddi vii ViDt nam chang ta ¢6 thi tin dd0c la
tim 6ng Kissinger "dang r0 mau" hay khéng?

Ngay 9 thang 4, ngay trlc khi dng Ford ra Qulc hUi, Kissinger con dem I0i Ron Nessen (ngd0i
ma Ford r0t tin t00nNng) ra d0 khuyén 6ng Ford: "TOng thO ng philanh dio dia ni0c MO ra khUi
Vidt nam chl ch0 c6 ddavao nda".

BulitOi cung ngay, mit bl c diln do BUi sI Philng danh to Washington nhin d0nh rit bi quan
vl tinh hinh c0a kholn tiln ma Ford slp dla ra. MOi ngO0i lo 10ng dli xem Ford n6i thD nao vOi
Quic hoi. LiDu 6ng c6 nédi ra hit sO thOt cho QuOc hii khéng? Lilu 6ng c6 cdng bl bl ¢ thd éng
Thilu, cla Qudc hi'i VNCH nhéan danh hai m00i triDu dan? Hoan toan khong.

MOi d0u, Ford gili thich chinh x4c nhi ng hanh ding cla Hoa KO':

Vi luDt phap, ta ti ngan clm ta s dng khi nang bt bulc phii ton trl ng Hil p d nh (dinh
chidn), nh0 vy cho BOc Vilt cai dim blo la hO c6 thd vi phOm Hil'p d0 nh 0y ma khéng b0 tr0 ng
phit;

KO d6, ta da gil m vil n tr0 kinh t0 va v khi cho miln Nam Vilt nam;

"Sau h0t, ta da ra ddu hilu cho bil't cang ngay ta cang mifn cd0ng khéng mulin hO tr0 dantlc
Oy nOa, trong luc hi dang tranh d0u d0 tOn tOi".

Binh luDn nhO vy rdi, 6ng dda ra hai gili phap I0a chin:

"Hol ¢ la Hoa kO ¢é th0 khéng lam gi hi't, hoO ¢: téi c6 thU yéu clu Quic hUi thim quydn d0 b0t
phUi ton trl ng Hil p d0 nh Paris bl ng cach sO di ng quan dli, xe tang, may bay, va trll ng phao
clata, dl diy chiln tranh v0 phia bén dich".

NOi xong, 6ng dlt ra hai gili phap khac "hIn hIp hin": holc gil chit 0y yéu cOu hiithang
Giéng xin 300 tridu dé la b0 tuc, hol ¢ tang sO yéu clu viin trl quan sU va nhan dil o khi n cp.
Ong I0p lul n ring: tang viln sO ¢c6 thi lam cho Miln Nam chin dlng va dly lui d00c cullc xam
lang dang tran t0i, 0 n d0 nh tinh hinh quan s, dem I0i c0 hUi hoa gili chinh tr0 qua dl0ng i
th0 0 ng thuyOt gida BOc va Nam Vilt, va, ndu nhO tinh trdng t0i t0 nhOtx0y ra, it nh0t clng di t0n
di0c trong vong trit t0 kil u dan va mOt sO nhing ngl0i MiDn Nam b0 nguy hidm tdichl an
toan"(10).

Sau cung 6ng yéu clu Qul ¢ hii chd p thul n ngan khol n 722 trill u.

NhO ng du c6 xin thém quan vil n, day co6 thl cling chl 1a mOt hanh ding chilu 1T, vi sau khi yéu
clu, 6ng Ford I0i0n dinh mOt hon chét d0 cho Quic hii phdi quydt dinh. HOn chét dé la ngay
10 thang 4, 1975, tlc la chD con c6 10 ngay. Ngiilita cé cim ting la 6ng Ford via dla ra
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thOnh clu v quan viln, vila mi di0ng cho Qulc hiitl chii. Ngoai ra éng con ndi tli di ton.
Thic vOy, cong khai thi xin thém viln tr0 tr00c QuOc hOi, nhO ng trong hOu trd0 ng thi I0i khac.
Sau nhilng bai dil n van cla TOng thi ng, thoOng thiOng Toa BOch 0¢ c6 nhO ng thuyOt trinh"
(briefing), gili thich riéng cho bao chi vO I0p tri0ng cla TOng thl ng. DU p nay, khéng bilt bao
chida dilc hiOng din nhi thD nao matl tuln bao TIME (sU ngay 21/4) da binh lul n: "Nh0 ng
biln hO céng khai va nhi ng thuy0t trinh tuy riéng t0 nhlng la chinh thdc, da dit ra nhI ng cau
hii (lam cho chung t6i) hoang mang: c6 phii th ¢ s éng Ford da yéu clu viln trl nhl ng chll ng
mong gi Quic hdisO chlp thuln, holc la 6ng cho rlng quan viln sU con giup dic gi dl On

dl nh tinh hinh quén sO t0it0 0 Midn Nam? NOu 6ng nght nhi vOy (con giup di0c) thi c6 phii la
nhO ng thuyOt trinh sau hOu trd0ng cla nhan vién 6ng da danh bli mOc tiéu cla 6ng rli phUi
khéng? (11)

TOng thO ng Ford da dit hoan toan trach nhidm trén vai Qulc hii. TO TIME d0t cau hii: "Hay la
6ng Ford da ding QuOc hiilén nhi mOt bung xung a0 rli d0 I0i cho Qudc hdivi khéng clp
quan vidn nén Miln Nam sp di ? (12).

Ben Scowcroft, Phi ta TOng thO ng Ford, da cé cau tr0 I0i r6 rang trong cull ¢ phing vOn vii
chung t6i mi0i nam sau:

“Thic ra, khéng mit ai trong chung t6i tin ring sO xin Quic hDidi0c khoOn tiln Oy (722 tri0u d6
la). Vil c xin nh0 vy ch la cach lam cho chung t6i tréng c¢6 vO nhO v n con thdt long vO t0t ¢
nhOng c0 gdng nay. Chang t6i chd quan tdm din cach rut di va gili kOt ma théi" (13).

Va Phillip Habib, Phi ta Ngolli tri0 ng, dll ¢ trach v Déng Nam A -Thai Binh DI ng ciing néi &
hii d6 éng hip vOicac nghl sO Qudc hiidD thuc gilc hd chOp thuln chiviln "d0 rdi "n0u miln
Nam c6 thdt bl i thi sO khéng phi vi ly do la ta d& khéng cung cp cho hi quén viln" (14). Sau
nay, TOng tr00ng Schlesinger binh lul n:

"HOi do, t6i v cung sUng st khi di0c xem nhOng 1& thD d6. Téi d& thOt sO bUi rdi, nhit la vi
chinh quydn hii dé dang mul n tung ra chidn dich tim cach di 10i cho Quic hiivd sO bOitrOn
t0i mi0n Nam Vit nam" (15).

Trong gil phat nguy ki ch nh vy, ma TOng thO ng Ford chd ban t0i v n a0 Midn Nam trong
khudn kh mOt bai dil n van v "Tinh trdng an ninh th0 gi0i" r0t dai bao godm a0 mOi do tai kO cO
chuyln vilng tham sOp t0i c0a Hoang a0 Nhit B0 n, dlo lult ngolith0Ong 1974, chinh sach
hoa hoan vlli Nga S6, dam phan hin chl v khi chiln I00c, v n dl nang 00 ng, va nhi ng tai
nguyén vung dli di0ng. Trong dil n van do BOi sO Phi0ng danh vi ngay 11 thang 4 c6 viln
din I0i Dan bidu Holt "tdm gin la 6ng Ford da khong thanh cong trong vil ¢ thuylt phdc cho
Mi0n Nam"

T0O hOihOn n0a: éng Ford tuy c6 dilc cho Qulc hii nghe mitla thD clu cluclaquyln TOng
th0 ng Kampuchia, nhi ng tuylt dii khéng dl d0ng gi din toan bl bl n van thd clu clucla
VNCH.

Dinh B0c LOp bOirdi, rdtlo ngli vl vilc im I0ng nay. TOi ldc dé thi mOi ngl0i da t0 tim ra cau trd
I0i. B0 cho bl u khdng khi bl t cang thl ng, t6i n6i dua chua chat vii Chi tdch LOm: "LOn sau, cl
nén dich than mang th0 t0i Quc hii M thi ¢6 10 chic &n hin". Ong L0 m khong thay dii nét
mOt.

NhO vy la toan b0 nhOng van kil n, cam k't trao dli midng, lién hi t0i sO sOng con cla VNCH
da bl ddunhOm di hOt. Tro0c hOtla 27 mitth0 cla TOng thdng Nixon gli TOng thdng Thiu t0
1972 10i 1973; sau d6 la: Nhi ng cam k't bl ng mid ng, do 6ng Kissinger thol thul'n v i NgoUi
trd0ng LOm ldc ky Hil p d0nh Paris hii thang 1, 1973;

ROi 4 bOcthd cla éng Ford trdn an 6ng Thidu, t0 he 1974 t0i culi thang 3, 1975;

TOibOcthD clucluclaéng Thilu gli 6ng Ford ngay 25 thang 3, 1975;
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Tho Quic hoi VNCH gOi TOng thi ng Hoa kO ngay 24 thang 3, 1975; va

Hai th0 QuOc hii VNCH gii ThoOng Vion va HO Viln Hoa kU ngay 25 thang 3, 1975.

Day la nhing van kil n I0ch sO quan tring gida VNCH va Hoa kO chll dau phi gila nhiing ca
nhan Nguyln Van Thilu vOi Richard Nixon; hay gila Trdn Van LOm vl i Nelson Rockefeller, va
gila Nguyln Ba COn vOi Carl Albert?

TriOc khi sOp dd, nhng I0i clu cOu sau cung cla dili didn dan cd Miln Nam cting khong dilc
nhan dan Hoa kO nghe t0i, ta c6 thd khIng d0nh chic chin dic nhd vOy, vi n0u hai lathd cia
ong LOm va éng Cn da di0c théng bao cho cac Nghl sf, dan bil u, nhi phia VNCH yéu clu,
thi chdc chOn la cac ¢l quan truyl n thong da bilt va dang rim rl, binh luln séi ndi. ft nhot 14
I00ng tdm cla Hoa kO cing d00c danh ding phln nao.

Trong t0t ¢ HOi ky cla cac éng Ford va Kissinger, kil ¢l clla 6ng Kissinger mii xult b0 n nam
2003, cting chl thOy in bl c thD cOa éng Sirik Matak, clu Thi t00ng Kampuchia gii B0i sl Dan
(ngay 12 thang 4, 1975). Ong Matak & ngi i nghe I0i khuy n dil, d& dl o chinh COu Hoang
Sihanouk nam 1970. Vao gill Kampuchia b0i trin, éng la ngl0i da chip nhIn 0 I0ivatl chiido
nghl cla MO giup di tOn. Sau day la 14 thD éng Matak vil't tay va bl ng ti0 ng Phap cho BUi s
Dan: (16)

Thioa Ngai Bii si va bl n than min,

Riéng vili ca nhan Ngai va dilc bilt vili x0 sl yéu diu cla Ngai, khéng bao gill, du chl mit gidy
lat, t16i da dam tin rl ng, cac Ngai n 16ng nao cam tam bl rli mit dan t0c da chin ding v phia
t0 do. Cac Ngai da nhin tam t0 b0, khéng bl o vil ching t6i, trong khi ching t6i dang trong tinh
th0 thac thO chOu trdn.

Cac Ngai dang ra di, t6i xin cOu chuc Ngai va diit n00c Ngai sU tim thOy hinh phic d00i b0 u tr0i
nay. Nhi ng, hdy ghi nh0 kO diu nay, ring ndu téi c6 chitO day, trén minh dit nay va tli qué
hi0ng yéu diu cl a tbi, thi d6 la chuyl n binh thi0ng, vi t0t c0 chdng ta dlu di0c sinh ra thi rli
cling phi chOt.

"T6i chl an hOnla da phim mit sai l0m I0n khi d0t Iong ti tuydt dOi vao quy Ngai"

Sirik Matak

Chinh sach bt cong cl a Kissinger-Nixon dli vOi Kampuchia I0i la chuyl n khac va da dilc tac
gil William Shawcross ban dil n trong cull n Sideshow - Kissinger, Nixon and the Destruction of
Cambodia" (Simon and Schuster, 1979). Nhd ng hanh di ng vé nhan, thilu dlo dic ma éng da
hanh x0 d0i vOi mOtsO qulc gia khac thi mii day da dilc phanh phui trong cull n "Xét x0 Henry
Kissinger" (The Trial of Henry Kissinger) do tac gil Christopher Hitchens xult b0 n nam 2001.
Kissinger hoan toan phl nhin

TOimOtbulidilutrintrO0c UD ban chuln chi HO Vidn, d00c hOirlng khi ky kD't HiO p d0 nh
Paris, nhiing gi da di0c cam kOt vOi VNCH, Kissinger da chii phit di: nhOng cam kOt viii VNCH
dl u co trong van bl n cong khai rl ng n0 u mil n Nam cho phép chdng ta tril t thoai quéan dii va
do dé, cé thl dila cO tu binh MO v, ndu hd chip nhin nhi ng did u khol n cOa Hil p di nh Paris,
thi d00i nhOng dilu kil n do (...) chinh quyl n Hoa kO sO ydm trl, va chung t6i tin rdng QuOc hO i
ctng s dingy miOt miOc do viln trd kinh t0 d0y d0" (17).

Kissinger ndi ring Hoa kO chl hla mOt mOc viln trd kinh t0 dl'y d0 ma théi. Va vO sl kiln éng
I0p luln rdng "nhing cam kOt vOi VNCH dlu c6 trong van bl n cong khai", b0 n dl ¢ c6 thi 10
minh so sanh né vi mOt s0 van kil n da di0c trich d0 n trong cull n sach nay.

ChuyOn 10 la vao gi0 chét cla VNCH, nhilng van kidn dé phii di qua tay ngi0i nay t0i ngiOi kia
rlimOitlitay lanh d0 o t0i cao cla Hanh phap. Sau d6 miidilc r0 tai sang cho nganh LOp
phap hay bil't. TOng tri0ng Schlesinger r0t bt man khi bilt rdng t6i da phlinhD c0y mOt nglOi
bl n la Von Marbod dil chuydn mOy b c thl cla TOng thOng Nixon qua t00ng Weyand, rli m0i
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t0i tay 6ng; va Weyand ciing da phii dung mOu mé di dia diilc thD cho TOng thl ng Ford dii c.
Schlesinger binh ludn li0 p:

"...dT nhién |a, nh0 c6 Chua lam ching, Quc hii cing da c6 trach nhidm vO vilc nay. NhO ng
cO difu chlc chin la nhDng lul n didu dam sau I0ng nhO vOy thi khéng c6 ich I0i gi cho qulc
gia, nhit la khi mOy 14 th0 dé dang di0c chuyln tay... Ching thD nay it nhit da ching t0 r0ng
Qulc hii da khéng di0c théng bao dly di vO bln chitnhing I0i cam kOt cla Hoa KO sau khi
quan dii (M0O) da rat kho i Mion Nam Viot nam.

Quic hUikhong hi hay bilt chat gi v mOy & thD khi hd b0t d0u chiy lang khOi Vil't nam vao
mua hé 1973" (18).

("l found them quite shocking at the time. | was really disturbed by them, because the
admimstration wals in a period of launching an attempt to blame the defeat in South Vietham on
the Congress, which Lord knows. had its responsibilities. But it s sure as hell wasn t going to
help the country if we had a great stab-in-the-back argument, particularly given the fact that the
letters were floating around, which showed that, to say the least, the Congress had noi been
fully informed with regard to the nature of our com mitments after the departure of our forces
from South Vietnam. Congress knew nothing of these letters, when it started bugging out of
Vietnam in the summer of 1973")

Ngay t6i ra sach, culn "Palace File" (HD sO mOt Dinh B0c LOp), 6ng Schlesinger da c6 mit.
Bing bén mit ngl Ui bl n téi la anh Chu Xuén Vién, cOu tul vién LOc quan VNCH, Washington.
Ong con phan nan: "Gia nhi t6i c6 nhi ng tai lilu nay ndm 1973 thi chil ¢ tinh hinh vil n tr] da
khac rdi".

VO tinh hinh viln tr0 va can can l0c 100ng sau 1973, chinh t00ng Murray, Chl Huy Tr00ng
Phong Tul Vién Quéan SO MO (DAQO) da nhi n xét: sau khi rat hit I0c quéan, rat hOtyOm trd cla
khong I0c va hii phao di, MO 10ichl b0t dlu ydm trl Miln Nam t00ng d00ng bl ng 2% t0ng sO
tidn da dung cho quan dii M. Bang khi dé, 189 til u doan cla VNCH phli dd0ng d0u vii 330
tilu doan (110 trung doan) cla BOc Vilt. Ong kOt lul n: "Ta nén nhi Napoleon da tl ng néi:
"ThO0ng B0 ding vi phe nao cé céc tilu doan I0n nhit, mOnh nhit". Va dung nhi viy, vao thOi
dilm do, ThiOng B0 da ding vl phe clng sin; quan hi déng hin, mOnh hin. Va do la ly do t0i
sao thua trin" (19).

Con vO phln Kissinger, sau khi mUi vil ¢ da kOt thac, vao dJu nam 1980, éng vilt cho TO ng
thOng Thidu mOt thO riéng c6 dol n sau (xem Ph LOc¢ D). ThO nay di0c gdi khi t0p chi Der
Spiegel (0 bén Blc) dang t0i mOt culc phing vin vOidng Thilu, dic biltla vD nh0ng nhi n xét
cla Kissinger vl Vilt nam trong cull n hii ky "White House Years" (Nh0'ng nam 0 BOch Cung):

Thia TOng thi ng,

"Toi vla mii di0c dic bai phlng vl n Ngai danh cho t0 Der Spiegel. Toi cé thd hilu didc sO
cay ding cla Ngai, va qul thic con théng cOm dilc viisl cay dingy...

"Cull n s&ch cla t6i da khéng nglit ca ngli sl can dim, t0 cach dlng dn, va cong nhin rlng,
trong thi ¢ chit, Ngai da dung...

"T6i vOn con tin ring can can l0c I00ng di0c phin 0nh trong Hil p d0 nh Paris v n ¢ thd duy tri
di0c, ndu nhD v Watergate da khong tiéu dilt di cai khI nang cla chdng t6i nhi m gianh dic
(s chip thudn) cla Qubc hiividn trd ddy dd cho MiDn Nam Vilt nam trong nam 1973 va 1974.
Gia nhi nam 1972 chuang t6i da bilt di0c nhing gi s x0y ra cho Hoa kI thi chung t6i da khéng
tiln hanh nhd chang t6i da lam...
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"Toi ding y vOi Ngai rlng nhing dil u kholl n cla (Hil p d0nh) ngl ng chilln da la khi ¢ nghiCt...
NOu thd TOng thi ng Nixon va t6i cé y dll nh phi n bli Ngai thi chung t6i da cé thi lam dilu do
vao nam 1969...

T6i khong trong dli sO thuylt phic d00c Ngai. it nhit t6i c6 thd ¢l glng xin Ngai tin t1ing [
long hU'i hOn va kinh tring v n con cl a t6i".

"VOinhdng IDichuc t0t dlp nhOt.

(ky) Henry Kissinger

Blc gil dicchiing 13 (doln culi) xem Kissinger da "ca ngli" 6ng Thilu va di ¢ tinh c0a con
ng00i Vilt nam nhi thO nao trong cul n sach éng vilt.
Chu thich:
(1) Ph ng v n Morlon Abromavitz, 26-1-1986.
) Xem ghi chu 12, 13 va 14 cla chi0ng nay.
3) William E. Legro, Vietnam from cease-fire to capitulation, trang 172.
4) PhOng v n TOng tr00ng Schlesinger, ngay 27-1 1-1985.
5) Ron Nessen, It sure looks different from the inside, 106.
6) Ron Nessen, It sure looks different from the inside, 106
7) Ron Nessen, It sure looks different from the inside, 106
8) Phiing vi n Gerald Ford, 10-2-1986.
9) Gerald Ford, A time to heal, trang 253-254.
10) New York Times, 11-4-1975, trang 10.
11) TOp chi TIME, ngay 21 thang 4, 1975, trang 6-8.
12) TOp chi TIME, ngay 21 thang 4, 1975, trang 6-8.
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