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Céach day hOn mit nam, c6 mit nghl st kha nlitilng t0 ViDt Nam sang tham d] mOt sinh hoOt
van ngh0 t0i Uc.

Sinh 0 Ha NOi sau nam 1975, anh la m0t nghO sTtai hoa va cé tinh thOn cach tan kha tri0t do.
Va vi tinh thOn cach tan Oy, du tai hoa, anh viiln bl ¢cd I0p 0 Vilt Nam. SO ¢é I0p 0y cang cling
cl t0 thD dicl0p cla anh;vatl tho diclip Oy, din 100t né, cing cl cai nhin cli m0 vO nhilu
vin do lién quan d0 n chinh tr0 va xa hoi Vidt Nam.

Tuy nhién, sau mit th0i gian ti0 p xdc than mOt vOi nhilu ngd0i trong cOng ding ngl Ui Viot t0i
Uc, anh vOin b0 sOc.

MOt I0n, anh tdm sO: “Dilu em ngO ¢ nhién nhOt 1a ba con bén nay b0 &m 0nh vO qua khd nhilu
qua. LOn néi chuyl n ndo ciing di n dl n nhng chuyln tr00c 75, rli nhd ng chuydn sau 75, t0
chuyO n chill n tranh d0n chuydn kinh t0 m0Oi, chuylOn cOit0o va chuyln viOtbi0n. 0 trong nO0c,
hOu nhO b0 n em ching bao gil nhd hay nght di n nhi ng chuyln nhd viy nda”.
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Khéng phii chD c6 anh bl n nghd st0y. Téi da nghe nhilu ngi0i ndi th. C6 ngi0i vilt hO n trén
béo chi. La: nhIng chuydn ma nhilu ngl0i0 hOingolicon tran trl mai, 0 trong niUc, ngdlita
da quén mittl 1au rdi. MOt sU ngOOi con Ién gilng: Nén glt bl qua khi d0 hDi nhd p vao dong

chuyln dllng khéng ngdng cla ditni0c.

NhOng I0i phat bilu Oy khiln t6i nght ngli vO d0 tai ky Oc.

Tr00c hOt, cOn noi ngay, ky 0Oc, dic bilt ky Oc tOp thD (collective memory) hay ky [ ¢ van hoa
(culture memory) la mit d0 tai kha mii trong gidi nghién cl u.

TriOc, 10 thOi Khai Sang, 0 con ngl0i, gili nghién clu chD chay din ly tri. TO Descartes din
Pascal va Kant, ngl Ui nao ciing d0 cao ly tri, ciing ddu xem ly tri Ia nang I0 ¢ t0i thO 0 ng phan
bilt con ngl0i va cac loai di ng vOt khac.

TO d0u thd kO 20, dO00iOnh hOOng cla Freud, va sau dé, clla Jung, vii nhillu tr00ng phai khac
nhau trong chl nghta hidn ddi, ngi0ita l0i d0 cao vé thic, xem chinh vé thic mbilading I0c
chinh thuc dl'y va quylt dl nh nhing sO ID0a chdn trong dUi s ng cling nhi trong cac holt dlng
sang t0o. Chl khoUng vai thOp nién giin day, ngl0ita mOi hay d0 cOp din vaitro claky Oc,
thol't dl u trong lanh vl ¢ x& hUi hO ¢, sau, trong van hoa hic.

C6 mit cau ndi nli til ng tiéu bil u cho quan nil m nay: Chung ta la nhi ng gi ching ta nhi (We
are what we remember). Nh ng gi chung ta nhi t0 o nén y nghia cho nhi ng gi chung ta lam

hoU ¢ chiing kil n; va t0t c0 nhi ng gi chung ta lam holc chiing kiln d00c ghi nhd Oy sO t0o nén
hinh 0 nh clOa chinh chung ta. Chinh nhi ng hinh O0nh Oy la nhd ng nguyén lidu ddu tién va quan
tring nhitt0o nén bln sic clatling ngdli. Blivly nhing ngl0i bl mit tri nh0 bao gill cling bl
mOty nilm vO bOn sOc: HI khong bilt hi 1a ai.

NhOng ky 0c ¢6 hai dlc didm quan tring cOn I0u y: ThO nhOt, nd khdng phUi la cai gi thul n tuy
c6 tinh ca nhén. BOt ¢l ky 0c¢ nao ctng c6 tinh t00ng tac. NhO, du la nh0 mOt kO nil m hoan toan
riéng t0, cing vOn lién hD vOi mOt céi gi khac: mOt thOi gian, mOt khéng gian, m0t c nh hul ng va
nhOng con ngl0i khac. Qua vil ¢ nhi, do do6, chang ta nii kOt b0 n nga va mai trl 0 ng chung
quanh, nii kOt qua khi va hiln t0i, ca nhéan va t0p thd, cai riéng va cai chung.

2/5



Thang TO va ky Oc t0p tho

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Nguyln HOng Qulc
Th&#7913; Hai, 26 Th&#225;ng 4 N&#259;m 2010 20:14

BOivOy ky 0c nao, du riéng t0 din mOy, vin IDp l&nh hiiquang cla cl mitclng ding: ky Oc,
mOt mOt, kil n t0o va nudi di0ng bl n sl c ca nhan, mit khac, gop phln dinh hinh bIn sictlp
thO; r0i chinh bOn sOctipthd Oy, dIn 100t N, I0itac ding ngllc I0i din ky Oc, biln ky O0c¢ thanh
mOt qua trinh chinl0c lién tlc.

TO d6, din dln dlc dilm thO hai: ky 0c khdng phUi la nhing gi ¢ ddnh. Ky 0c khéng phi la
kho I0u tr0 hinh 0nh mOt cach may méc va vo hin. Ky Oc, ngiOc Ui, khédng ngiing dilc téitlo
va khéng ngdng dic tai clu trdc.

Cung mit sO kil n, dd0c nhO trong nhi ng thdi did m khac nhau, vOi nhi ng quan dil m va nhl ng
tam tr0 ng khac nhau, chdng ta c6 nhi ng hinh 0 nh khac nhau v i nhllng y nghta khac nhau. BOi
viy, ky 0c nao ciing c6 tinh hiln t0i. N6 khdng phi chl la qua khi. N6 1a qua khD di0c hiln t0i
hoa. Va vi di0c hiln t0i hoa, qua khi nao cting c6 tinh chinh trd cla nd. Nhi, do dé, la mOt

dil n ngdn (discourse), mOt lodi hinh t0 sO, On gilu ding sau nhing n0 I0c diln dch va tai didn
dich qua khi d0 dap 0ng nhing thd thach cla hiin t0i.

CungcinlduylakyOchiindiOnO mdindn van hod. Ai cing cé ky 0c va cling cin ky Oc.
NhOng di0ng nh0 vOingdOi Vilt Nam, ky Oc c6 t0m quan tring hin hin 0 nhdng nOi khac, nht
la 0 cac ni0c Tay phO0ng.

0 Tay ph00ng, néi chung, ky 0c thi0ng nhanh chéng dilc thu thip, IDu trd, xac minh va phan
tich, culi cung, thanh I0ch sO. 0 Viot Nam, ky 0c thdOng 0 nguyén di ng ky 0c, khul't chim trong
v6 thi ¢, bang bl c trong dlli sUng cla quln chang. Caiglilalich s 0 Viot Nam, phUn I0n chl
la nhOng mOnh ky Oc r0i, nhO p nhoa gila huyOn tholi va sO thlc, dm d ¢ mau sC ¢ truyln
thuyOt. NOu I0ch sO 1a nhing d0i t0 sO (grand narrative), ky 0c chi la nhing tilu t0 sO. NOu l0ch
s mang tinh chinh quy, ddc tuyl n va nhit la tuyl n tinh, ky 0 c thO0ng d0ng ngoai mii thit chO,
gin liin chd yOu vlivan hoa dan gian, thi0ng xuyén chiu s chi phlicla nhiluylutl t00ng
tac trong x& hii.

NgOOi Viot thich sOng vOi ky Oc. NgdOi Vilt 0 hOingoCil0i cang thich sUng vOiky Oc.

ROi khdiqué hiOng, sing hOn0O nO0c ngdOi, tuy0t dlida sO 10u déan, trong dé cé nglUi Viot
Nam, khéng bao gill ¢6 thl hiinhOp hOnvao culc siing mii. HO sOnglingI0 O gila
(in-between). Gila gi? Gila qué gl c va qué mii. Gila qua khi va hiln t0i. Gil a hoai nil m va
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hoai bdo. Sing 0 gila la sing trén nhing bién gili, lal0p I0ng 0 bén nay va bén kia bién gili. 0
vung bién gili0y c6 gi? Chl ylu la ky Oc.

Ky Oc trl thanh qué hi0ng chinh cda nhing ngl0i l0u dén, b0t kO 1a I0u dan nao.

Nathalie Hul nh Chau Nguyln, m0t nha nghién cOu tr0 va xult sic 0 Uc, mOi xult bdn mOt
culln sach mang nhan di r0ttha vi: “Ky Oc la mOt qué hi0ng kh&ac: PhU nd Viot Nam I0u vong”
(Memory is Another Country: Women of the Viethamese Diaspora, Praeger, 2009). S0 n, xin
nhOc: Trd0c¢ dé, mit nha nghién cOu Vilt hic I0i I0c khac, Huo-Tam HO-Tai, 0 MO, cé mOt tac
phOm mang nhan di t00ng t0, nhOng dlitd0ng khDo satIfilal Vidt Nam thdi hOu chiln: “Qué
hoOng cla ky Oc: Vioc tai t0o qua khi 0 Viot Nam thOi hOu kO x& hOi chll nghta” (The Country of
Memory: Remaking the Past in Late Socialist Vietnam, University of California Press, 2001).

D1 nhién, hai céi “qué hiOng” di0c dl cOp trong hai tac phim vOa kO r0t khac nhau. Khac,
khéng nhiing 0 cp d0 ma con vO bl n chit: viii ngdOitrong n00c, ky Oclamitqué hing cla
I0a chOn; vOinhOng ng00i I0u dan hay I0u vong, ky Oc la qué hing cla sl phOn. La qué h00ng
duy nhit. Ngoai n6, c6 khi khéng con gi khac.

NgOUi IDu dan hay I0u vong nao cling giin b6 vii ky 0c. NhOng ngd0i I0u dan hay I0u vong ra di
t0 mOt dit nOOc tan nat vi chiln tranh va ngdp nglia hi n thu I0i cang quay quit vOiky Oc.
NhOng ngi0il0u dan va llu vong din siing 0 cac nin van hoa khac, hoan toan xa I0 vOinln
van hoa gic I0i cang bl giam h&m trong ky 0c. N6i nh thD ciing la cach mi ¢ nhién phan bilt
hailoli ky Oc: ky ODc cla ngllithOng cullc va ky 0c cla cac nin nhan.

Ky Oc claclng ding ngili ViotO hiingolichl ylulakyOcclaninnhéan. MitkyOc dim dia
mau va ni0c mit. Khéng phiichD c¢6 mau va ni0c mitthlikD chiln tranh ma con cé mau va
nd0c mit lac chiln tranh da kOt thac. 0 cac nhatu va trliclitlo. 0 cac chiln dich danh tl sin
mUOib0n. 0 chinh sach ngan séng cOm chO. 0 sO kO thd vung midn va ly I0ch. 0 nhO ng cul ¢ di
t0n va vi0Ot bién dly hai hung.

Doi hii nhilng ngl 0i mang trong dlu va trong tim lo0i ky 0c dly mau va n00c mit0y la mOt doi
hiiv6 cOm. Xult phat t0 milng cla nhl ng ngdithl ng cul ¢, né khéng nhing vé cI m ma con
I0u manh.
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NhO, cach day mdt hai nam gi do, khi d0 c mit bai bdo cla mOt nha van miln Nam t0 ng tham
gia “MOt trdn” trl0c nam 1975, trong do, 6ng phil n trach nhilu ngd0i 0 hOi ngoli sao cl dau
dau mai vl i qua khi trong khi 6ng va bl n bé va ding chi cla éng thi da git hint0t cl qua mOt
bén t0 1au rli, mOt ng00i b0 n t6i binh lul n:

“CO t00ng t00ng c6 mOtthOng I0u manh din cO0p nha cla ngllita va dulingdlitaradilng.
MOy ndm sau, thly nin nhan ndm |é I0t trén vO a he va nhi ti0 c ngbi nha cd, tén an cilp Ién
gilng: ‘TOi sao 6ng ba I0i phli nhD mé&i nhi ng chuyln buln nh thD ? TOi sao khdng quén di?
TOi sao khdng hiOng t0it00nNg lai d0 sOng mOt cach thanh thdn chd ?° N6i xong, hi n quay v
nha, cai can nha hin cl0p cla ngdlita, nglitrén ghl salon, gac chén Ién ban, via nlc bia vl a
nght dl n chuyl n quén lang va tha thl nhd m0t thD dlo dlc mOi ma hin miiphat hilnradilc.”

Téi khdng chi triIng hO'n thu. Téi bilt c¢6 thd dlo dic hilc cla sO tha thO (ethics of forgiveness)
nhO ng t6i khéng hi tin vao thl dlo dlc hic cla si quén lang (ethics of forgetting).

Theo t6i, khdng phlichl cé blnsic macl y nidm vl dlo dic cling dilc nubidilingtl ky Uc,
kO cO, n0u khéng mul n néi, nhit la, nhing lodi ky O0c dly mau va nd0c mOt.
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