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TO0Ong Grant ra 0 nh “Quén dli midn Nam da diu hang. Chi0n tranh da chm dit. HO la ding
bao clla chang ta, chung ta khéng dic phép reo ming trén chiln bOicla hd.”

A. Cach dii x0 gila nglUi thing trin va ngi0i bli trin sau cul ¢ NUi chiln

NOOc MO chD mOil0p qudcdilc co 235 nam, mitditndOc rdt trd so vOinhilu nO0c kh&c trén
tho gili trong d6 c6 n00c VN, nhing ngl0i MO ¢6 cO ngan ly do dl h0 hanh diln v ditn00c
cla minh. TO nhOng ngd0i d0u tién vilt ra b0 n hidn phap xac nhiln mit chinh quydn thOt sO vi
dan va do dan, trong dé quyln t0 do la quyl n thiéng liéng khéng thD t00c dolt, cho din vl

TOng thO ng dlu tién George Washington, mic dlu c6 cong lanh dio danh [0i ddc I0p t0 nglOi
Anh, nhiing vin mOt mOc lam dung 2 nhidm kO nhO hi0 n phap da quy dinh, cho din mOt
Abraham Lincoln cam d m béi b0 chl d0 né ID du phQitrd gia bl ng cullc ni chiln, cho din mOt
Franklin Roosevelt chi p nhi n mii thd thach ding vO phia chinh nghia dil ching I0i chd d0 Phat
xit cho du chilln tranh xOy ra bén kia b0 BUi Tay DO ng, cho d0 n mOt Ronald Reagan quyOt tam
khoi phic I0i l1ong t0 tin c0a ngl0i MO sau cull ¢ chiln VN bl ng long yéu ni0c manh lilt cla
minh.... Va vé sl nhing t0m g00ng khac, t0 d0 mdithanh phln trong x& hi. Trong b0t cO thOi
dii nao, ngd0i MO khéng bao gill thil u nhilng con ngd i giau Idong nhan ai nhi John Rockefeller,
nhd Bill Gate, nh0 Warren Buffett, nhi Steve Jobs (vila mUi qua dii)... HI la nhOng ngd0iviOt
qua khii bién gili hOn hip cla qulc gia, cla mau da ching tlc, chl nghta...dd nght d0n nOi
blt hInh cOa nglli ngheo khi trén toan thi gili.

Trong I0ch s cllandOc MO, billn c0 gay On td0ng manh lilt nhit, c6 I0 1a cdch ma tl tién cla
h0 da dii x0 vOi nhau sau cul ¢ NOi chiln Nam-BOc chim dit vao nam 1865.

Vao ngay 7/5/1975, ¢ nghta la chi ¢6 1 tuln sau khi quan dii Mion Blc¢ chilm di0c Miln
Nam, trong I0 an mdng chiln thing t00ng Trln Van Tra d& ndi tri0c mOt mOi ng0Oi: “Trong
culc chiln nay, cI MiOn BOc va Mion Nam d0u chiln thO ng, chd ¢6 ngl0i MO bOi trOn”.

Khéng bil't vé tinh hay chl y, cau noi nay t00ng t0 nho I0i phat bilu c0a ToOng Ulysses Grant
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sau khi t00ng Lee tuyén bl ddu hang va TOOng Grant da ghi I0i trong quyOn hii ky cda minh
“Personel Memoir of U. S. Grant”: “Trong cul c chiln nay, chd c6 nd0c MO chil n thd ng, chi
khéng cé ai thOng ai thua. ”

Hai cau no6i hinh thO ¢ gl n gillng nhau nhilng y nghta I0i khac nhau hoan toan: TO O ng Grant néi
thOt Iong minh d0 xoa dlu nli dau khD cla ngdOiblitrdn sau cudc nli chiln kéo dai b0 n nam.
Trai l0i cau n6iclatiing Tron Van Tra la cau n6i mi dan, n0m trong mi ¢ dich tuyén truydn
clachi di di g0ttdtcO nhing quan dan can chinh cla VNCH, tin vao chinh sach “khoan hi ng
clabing”, tin ring chl ¢é 10 ngay “hi ¢ t0p”, nhi ng sau do6 ra di khéng bilt ngay tr0 I0i va mai
din hém nay sU tr thu nhi thO vOn chOa chdm dot.

Co mitdiim dlc bilt la trong cach thl hidnlong yéu niUc cla nglli MI dlu c6 chan chla tinh
thO'n hao hil p ma thi0ng. N6i vO tinh thO' n hao hilp ma thiOng cla ngili MO, cOu thD t00ng
Tony Blair cla Anh, trong quyOn hUi ky “The Journey” mii xult b0 n g0 n day da vilt nh0 sau:

“Trong phIm céach cla ngdli MO c6 tinh thO n m& th0 0 ng hao hilp, dd0c¢ hun dac qua nhil u thO
kO, phat xul t t0 tinh thO n khai pha bién cl0ng dl 10p nghilp, va nhidu dit di cO cla cac sl c dan
khOp thd gili d0 vO day, t0 culc chidn dlu dl danh ddc l0p, din culc nlichiln, t0 nhilu biln
cU I0ch s, cing nhi nhO'ng sO kil n tinh cO. TOt c0 da lam thanh mOt n00c MO v1 doi.

Cai tinh ma thi 0 ng hao hil p nay, khéng cé nghta la ngi0i MO 0 t0 hay thanh cdng hi'n nhi ng
dan t0c khac. N6 chinh la cOm nghicla hi vi ditndOc cla minh. Chinh long nhilt tinh d0i vOi
X0 s da pha bl dii0c nhing ngan cach vO mau da, giai cl p, ton giao hay qua trinh triing
thanh. Ly t00ng clangdli MO la nhOng gia trfl dlodicmahl Op 0. Ly t00ng nay gim coé t0 do
ca nhan, ton tring ludt phap, dan chi. N6 cting ndm trong qua trinh thanh diit cda m0i ca nhan:
hi gilila diOc trdng ding, phOitd lam I0y va nOu siéng nang chlu kho t0t sU thanh cong. Song
c6 10 dil m quan trdng nhit phOindila mdingd0i MO d0u ao 00c duy tri cho di0c nhdng gié tr0
trén va rang bl o vl nhing gia trd d6. HO coi nhing gié trl do la Du tién hang dl u cho ca nhan
minh, sau dé la cho dii't n00c. Chinh nhing gia tr0 dio di¢c nay giup cho ni0c MO cO0ng quyOt
sin sang di0ng dlu vOi kho khan thO thach. Vi nhing ly t00ng dé ma binh linh MO chlp nhOn
hy sinh. Vi néd ma mii ngl0i MO, du giau sang hay ngheo hén diu sl n sang di ng nghiém trang
chao khi b0 n qul c ca “The Star-spangled Banner” di0c trdi 1én. DT nhién la nhi ng ly t00ng dé
khdng phli luc nao ciing thi ¢ hiln di0c, song miingl0i MO dlu cO gOng thic thi cho bl ng
difce. (1)

NOu cullc ni chiin Quic-Cling via quadadl I0i hD 10y phan héa kéo dai din ngay hém nay,
thi sau cullc NOi chiln Nam-BOc MO da lam cho ngdi MO yéu nO0c hin, doan kit hIn va hanh
didn vl dit n00c cOa minh nhilu hin.
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HO hé&nh diln khong phUi chl vi bai bl d00c chl d0 né I, dung vOi nguyln viilng ma t0 tién h
da dd ra trong BOn Tuyén Ngbén Blc LOp: “M0i ngl0i sinh ra d0 u binh d0ng”, ma con hanh diln
vi tinh thO'n hao hilp ma thi0ng di0c thd hiDn blingdOi chiln thing I0n ngl0i chiln bli sau khi
culc chiln kOt thac.

Khéng c6 mit hinh 0 nh nao dp hIn hinh 0nh t00ng Robert E. Lee gilp t00ng Ulysses S. Grant
t0i Tho X& Appamatox, thul ¢ tid u bang Virginia ngay 9 thang 4 nam 1864.

Tri0c dé mOt ngay, t00ng Lee chl con tréng chl vao chiln thing cla mittl0ng tr0 can tri0ng,
dd hy vOng tim cach xoay chuyln di0c tinh thO, nhO ng khi hay tin t00ng Gordon da bl danh
bli, mOihy ving cla TOOng Lee coi nhO tiéu tan. Quan cla t00ng Lee t0i ti0 u bang Virginia
dang bl bao vay tl phia, til n khéng dd0c ma lui cling khdng xong. Binh st da kilt sl c, I00ng
thOc da cin,dindilcdahitvanguintilptl cing bl cOtdit. Trong tinh hul ng dé éng khéng
con chiln l0a nao khac la phlitridu tOp b0 Tham mOu va noi thOt ngdn gin: “T6i sO din glp
t00ng Grant, cho du dil u d6 qua nhilc nha dili vii t6i” (nguyén van cau néi cla 6ng: | will go

and see General Grant and | would rather die a thousand deaths). Ngay |0 p t0 ¢ 6ng dich than
soln mOt 14 thd glit00ng Grant dl yéu clu slp xOp mOt bulli gop mOt cang sUm cang t0t vi 6ng
khéng mul n hy sinh thém bt ¢ mOt sinh mOng nao nda. TOidla didm hin gdp nhau, t00ng
Lee dintri0c blng ngla vli mOt st quan tuy vién, hién ngang trong trong bl quan ph ¢ mau
xanh ding, bén hong mang kidm, th hidn khi phach cla ng00i anh hung du bditrdn vin
khéng khult phi c. Kholng nla gill sau t00ng Grant, dli didn cho quén dli chil n thing MiOn
Bic tli. Ong mic quan phic nhl mOt nglDi linh binh thi0ng, gidy va quin viln con dinh bun,
khéng deo kil m. Hai ngl0i chao nhau, va t00ng Grant tilp t00ng Lee than mit nhD gila mOt
ng00i MO vOimOtngdOi MO, chd khéng phli gila mitngdOi chiln thOng vOi kD chiln bdi. VOi
ong lam nhilc mOt ngO0i bditrdn du vOibOtcl ly do gi clng la lam nhDc nd0c¢c MO. Sau nay 6ng
thu nhn la ldc dl u 6ng phUi ndi chuyl n dai dong vii t00ng Lee, nhic I0i nhing kO ni0 m x0 a khi
hai ngl0i cung chiln d0u chung vOi nhau trong trd n chil n Mexico, ly do la vi éng rIt ngin ngdi
va thic si hO thOn khi phOindi vili TOOng Lee vO chuydn ddu hang. Culli cung chinh t00ng Lee
la ng00i da néu ra mdc dich cla bulli g0p mOt, va yéu clu t00ng Grant dich than thio bl n van
kiDn d0u hang. Thot sO thi van kil n d0u hang TOOng Grant da solln sin trd0c khi ddn dilm hOn
va tl tay trao cho t00ng Lee xem I0i. BOc qua xong, I0n diu tién gd0ng mic clatiling Lee t00i
hO n 1én khi bi0't rdng binh sTdi0i quyln éng di0c trd vO nguyén quan sinh sing nhd mdt ngdOi
dan binh thi0 ng, khéng phii chdu blt ¢l mOt hinh thoc tr0 tht nao. Ong néi: “Dilu nay c6 mit
tacding rittdtdiivOitdtcO mOingdOi, d0c biltla sO giup rOt nhilu cho ngl0i cla chung t6i.

Tuy nhién 6ng cé thém 2 yéu clu:

1/ Cho phép binh st cla 6ng dl0c mang ngla, I0a vl qué quan dl sO di ng trong néng trdi, vi
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khéng gilng nhi quan dii mi0n BOc, day la tai s n cla riéng hl mang theo khi gia nhl p quan
doi.

2/ Ong dang giam gil hin mit ngan tu binh quan dii miln Bl ¢ va khéng con 100 ng thi ¢ cho hi,
ngay cl binh sTcla 6ng cling dang doi.

CO haiyéu cllunay clatliing Lee dlu dic tilng Grant dingy ngay I0p t0c. Riéng yéu clu
thD hai, t00ng Grant ra I0 nh cung cl p ngay cho cac tu binh va binh sT mil n Nam 25, 000 khC u
phin an.

TO0Ong Grant hii: “Nh0 vOy, d0 chia?”

TOOng Lee tr0 I0i: “Th0a d0iti0ng, nhO viy laqua do. ©

NGi xong ti0ng Lee ding diy b0t tay t00ng Grant, nghiéng ngii chao mii nglUir0ibl0c ra
khOi phong hi p. Bén ngoai hii trd 0 ng cac st quan va binh st miln BOc dang c6 mdt ddu dla tay
kinh cOn chao v t00ng bOi trin.

Trén d00ng tr0 v doanh trdi, cac binh sT midn Nam nghiém chao vO t00ng lanh ma hi ngl0ng
m0O, c6 nglli da blt khoc, t00ng Lee ciing khéng cim di0c nd0c mOt. VO d0n doanh trli, tri0c
mOt nhilu sTquan va binh st dang chi dli, t00ng Lee néi: “Téi da cl ging lam t0t cO nhl ng gi
co thd lam di0c. Cac anh em hay tr v0 qué quan bay gill va nDu sing dilc nhl nhlng cong
dan t0t nhD cac anh em da tong chil n d0u nhd nh ng chil n st thi cac anh em sO thanh cong.
T6i ludn ludn hanh dil n vi cac anh em. Chao tOm bilt. Th0Ong d0 phu tr0 cho t0t cO. ” (Boys, |
have done my best for you. Go home now. And if you make as good citizens as you have
soldiers, you will do well. | shall always be proud of you. Goodbye. And God bless you all. )

Tin dJu hang c0a t00ng Lee lan ra nhanh chdng, ti0 ng sung cla binh st Miln Bl c vang Ién
khOp ndi d0 reo mdng chiln thOng. Ngay I0p t0c t00ng Grant ra I0nh phUi ngl ng ngay tc khi c:
“Quén dii midn Nam da dl u hang. Chi0 n tranh da chi'm dit. HO la d0 ng bao ca chdng ta,
chung ta khéng di0 ¢ phép reo ming trén chiin blicla ho.”
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Theo di0 u kil n trong van kil n d0u hang, ngay 12 thang 4 la ngay quan dii Mion Nam s nlp
sung 0ng va cl xi cho quan dii Mi0n BOc. TOOng Grant giao villc nay cho Bli ta Joshua
Chamberlain phl trach. Con phia Mi0 n Nam thi t00ng Gordon nhil n trdch nhidm. Ngay hdm Oy
da x0y ram0t clnht00ng hOt sOc clm ding. Khi cac binh st MiOn Nam di theo dlli nga tli dda
didm d0 giao sung 0ng va cl xi, B0itd Chamberlain da ra |0 nh binh sT clla minh d0 ng nghiém
chao cac anh hung bli trl n dang di ngang qua dl bay t0 Iong kinh trl ng. Sau nay t00ng
Gordon da ghi I0i nh0 sau: “Trong giay phut dé, khéng hi ¢6 mit ti0 ng ken hay ti0 ng trdng,
khéng mit tid ng reo mdng, khéng mOt I0i ndi, khdng ¢ mOt ti0 ng thi thO m, khéng mOt cl 4l ng,
nhOng la mOt sO tinh 10ng khi ng khil'p, mOi nhO p thO nh0 nglng I0i va nhd th hO dang nhin
nhOng hOn t0 sidiqua”va éng gli Chamberlain la “ngdi st quan hao hidp nhit cla quéan dii
Miln BOc.”

Sau 4 nam n0i chidn da lam 620 ngan ngd0i thilt mOng va hang trilu ngd0i b0 thO0ng, cac dé
thD 0 midn Bong BOc Hoa KO bl tan pha ning nd va di0ng nhién cting khéng khii nhi ng dl ng
cay clangO00i bOitrdn. NhOng nhing ngl0ilanh d0o cla bén thing trinlinbénblitrindiully
tinh dan t ¢, sl bao dung ring I00ng va long hao hilp d0 dlix0 vOi nhau. Chinh dilu nay da
lam cho ngl0i MO v6 cung hédnh diin v xO sO cOa minh.

Sau culc chiln, nhOng ngd Ui lanh d0o kO ti0p cla ndOc MO v n lam theo tinh thOn cla t00ng
Lee va ti0ng Grant, hD khéng bao gil ban din d0n chuyldn ai dung ai sai, ai chinh nghia, ai
khéng chinh nghta, ma chll nght d0n lam sao d0 han gin I0i vO't thO0ng cOa chil n tranh va xay
ding l0idit nO0c. Cac nghta trang danh cho lilt sTbltdiu diOc ding Ién 0 hai miln dlit ni0c,
bén nao bén d6 t0 lo 10y, xOu dl p tuy sOc.

Ngay nay khi vill ng tham Nghta Trang Arlington O th0' d6 Washington DC, chdng ta sU thOy khu
nghta trang danh cho binh st Milln BO ¢ va Mil n Nam dl u trang nghiém gil ng nhau va trong 0t
cl cac bl o tang viln khO'p n00c¢c MO, hinh 0nh quan dli hai bén dii 0 c trd ng bay tran trl ng nhi
nhau, d0 nhic nhd ngd0i MO xem dé nh mdt bai hi ¢ cho céc th h0 mai sau.

Trén néc Toa Quic Hii Hoa KO hiln nay c6 mitblc t00ng phD nO cao 10 mét —t00ng trlng
cho hinh 0nh ba m cOa Mi0n Nam c6 con hy sinh trong cull ¢ nli chil n.

BOn nam sau cullc ndi chidn, t00ng Grant d c cO t0ng thOng va lam 2 nhildm kO (1869-1877),
contllng Lee vin tilp t0c gil nhilu chOc v quan tr ng trong chinh phO lién bang.
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TOOng Lee du latiOng blitrin, khéng gill di0c chic vl cao nhi t00ng Grant, nhiing bu 10,
cang v culidii, tinh cOm va long kinh tring cla ngl i MO danh cho 6ng cang tang Ién, co thi
néi con cao hiin ¢l t{00ng Grant. Ngay nay t00ng dai cla ti0ng Lee c6 mit nhilu nditrén nd0c
MO va Robert Lee la tén di0ng quen thulc trén mit dit n00c ludn luén c0 ging 0y “long bao
dung x6a bl hin thu”.

NhOn xét vO con ngliiclatiing Lee, sU gia Benjamin Harvey Hill da vilt nhD sau:

“T00Nng Lee la mOt dUi thO khong c6 thu hiin; mit ngd0i bl n khéng phin bli, mOt ngl Ui linh
khong tan ac, mit n0n nhan khong than khoc. MOt st quan khéng sa dlla, mit cong dan khéng
lam dil u sai tréi, m0t lang gil ng khéng chl trich, mit ngdli Céng gido khéng dlo dic gil, mOt
con ngl0i khéng thi dolln. Ong la mOt Caesar khéng cé tham vl ng, mit Frederick khong c6
chuyén quyl n, mit Napoleon khéng ich kI va mit Washington khéng c6 phin thIOng. “

(General Robert Lee is a foe without hate; a friend without treachery; a soldier without cruelty; a
victor without oppression, and a victim without murmuring. He was a public officer without vices;
a private citizen without wrong; a neighbour without reproach; a Christian without hypocrisy, and
a man without guile. He was a Caesar, without his ambition; Frederick, without his tyranny;
Napoleon, without his selfishness, and Washington, without his reward)

Thit khé c6 ngilinao dilc I0i khen nhi thd, nhOng dé 1a con ngl Ui thOt cOa Robert Lee. VUi
nhOng ngl0i l&anh d0o nhO thD d00ng nhién qulc gia hO phOi hung mQ nh.

TOOng cing nén nhic I0i 1a khi culc nli chilnvlamOixOy ra, t00ng Lee di0c dl ¢l chl huy
quan dlli Miln BO ¢ nhilng 6ng da t0 chdi va gia nhi p quan diii Mil n Nam, vi 6ng néi ring 6ng
khong thD phOn bOillicai nli ma éng da sinh ravalin lén.

B. Cach dUi x0 c0angl0i MO vii cOuthu Nhit BOn sau B0 Nh0o Tho Chiln.
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