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CO hai ngilidan ba, An Phong va PhiIng Anh, dilu bi0t r0t rd sO mOng khé khan va khi nang
khiém tOn cla hD.

Xin quy vO mOt phutt0 vOn vlicéu hii"sO ming quy vO phi hoan thanh trong cullc sing la
gi?" Khéng billt quy vO trd 10i nh0 thO nao, riéng cau trl 10i cl a riéng t6i khdng lam t6i hanh
dil n.

Ls. Vo Hoang An PhongC6 phéng vién Lise Olsen vilt trén t0 Houston Chronicle hdm th Sau
mung 10 thang Sau: sU ming cla nd lult sO V& An Phong la ganh vac villc chim ditt0 tring
né 10, mOt cdng tac to I0n hOn khd nang cla chinh phl Hoa KO.

Du nhi n xét cla Olsen dung hay khéng dung, cé cling bly t0 dly di thiln cOdm va long cé kinh
ph0c An Phong.

Téi clng kinh philc An Phong, ng00i thilu nO Hul, trd nhd mOt sinh vién, mang nét dip e Op,
viind cO00i, anh mOt, duyén dang, kin dao, nhi Nui NgO, nh0 Séng HOUng. NO ng khéng qua
120 pao, cao chi hinthOOc rd0i chat d0 nh, An Phong cho t6i cai cOm t00ng la c6 r0t ylu duli,
khéng db slc tl vO, va si chd bilt khéc nlu ¢ bl mOttén con d0 nOm chit hai cO tay ¢ vao
mOt ban tay hI n, mdc cho c6 v6 vl ng vung vy ma khéng thoat ra di I c.

Tuy nhién, t6i khéng bl 10m vi vl ngoai lidu yOu cla An Phong, t6iy thic di0c sOc minhy chi
cla cb, vi cé I0n tdi da ching kil n ¢ gay git chit viln 6ng Michael Michalak cOu dii si Hoa KO
t0i Viot Nam; b0 ng nhil u ly lud n danh thép, c6 doi 6ng gili thich vil ¢ 6ng lam, hay khong lam,
trén sinh quan clla c6. BUi diln vii ngl0i thilu n0 Viot Nam chi bé nh0 b0 ng mit nda cai ngoli
hinh kha r0nh rang cla éng, va di mua thii gian, hdu tim céach tr0 10i cho nhing cau hii hic
blda, Michalak da xin hu chidn d0 khui thém mit chai Heneiken nl a, vi, 6ng néi, "khi hi u
Houston 'néng' qua."
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ROi b0 Houston an toan, c6 An Phong diin lam vilc t0i Bangkok dl'y c'm by, d0 khii théng
nguln t0 nOn dang tdc nghdn trén kénh ludt phap.

Tr0 10i c&u hOitdi sao c6 khong mOd van phong, hanh nghd lult sU t0i Houston, An Phong bl o
t6i, "chau lung ting mOi khi phUi ndi vii than chD vO 10 phi," n0 c00i hém hOnh nO trén moi, ¢
ndi til p. "Deal vOi nhi ng than chl ditim t0 do, chau tranh d00c nhi ng phut phith0 o ludn v0
lu0t sO phi."

M6 0 tinh "mi0n phi" cDa vilc lam t0 nguyOn, khéo di0c dIn nhO vOy cling chD ¢é dan ba Hul
mUi bilt cach ndi. Nhi ng t0i sao An Phong I0i "s0" tidn? C6 khéng s, Olsen nhiln xét: ¢6 chl
khéng quén nhi ng nguy hil m, cay clc, cla gia dinh c6 trong chuyl n phiéu IDu di tim t0 do 16
nam tric. LOn nay c6 t0 nguyln di n Bangkok d0 nhip cull ¢, hoa minh vao gila nhi ng kho
khan, dUi di0n vOi b0 tOc phap ly, va dii diln vii ban tay n0i dai cla Vilt COng khing bl, hOu
t0ntly hoOt ding giup nhing ngd0it0 nOn dang tdm tru trén dit Thai Lan.

C6 blo t6i, "0 Thai Lan hiln cé trén 500 ngd0i Vilt dang xin quy chi t0 n0n; vi Thai khéng con
tr0i t0 nOn nOa, nén nhing ngl0i nay phii sOng chui, sing nhii, tr0n tranh ¢ nh sat; n0u b0 bOt,
hU sO b0 d0a vao trung tdm giam gil, va sau dé b0 trlc xu0t vO Viot Nam.

"Chau hy vilng qua Thii Bao, va qua mit vai c quan truyl n thdng khac sil ¢é nhilu lult s bilt
vilc BPSOS, villc lult sO Nina, va chau dang lam -loli céng vilc dlli da va trli- ma tinh nguyln
chung lung ganh cung vl i chau di giup ngd0i Vilt t0 nOn khOn khO.

“Nina la hi0n than cla mit lult s tai nang, c6 Iong nhan ai, da din ganh vac sl ming nay, va
dang c6 mit t0i Thai Lan.

Cang c6 nhillu ban tay gitp d0 thi sO ng00i xin t0 nOn d00c d0nh cO cang nhidu. Ngay con nh,
siing trong trdi t0 nin, chau tOng bilt vl mOt sO ludt sO thiln nguydn lam vilc t0i cac trdi t0 ndn
Phi Lult Tan. Chau tilc minh chia I0n, chDa lam ludt sO d0 cung di gitp ngd0i nhD cac lult sO
do."
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An Phong bl o téi la t0i thO BOy 6/11, c6 tham di buli trinh dill n thOi trang quO ¢ t0 gay qul cho
hollt d0 ng cl'a CAMSA (Lién Minh Phong Chiing NOn Né L0 MOi 0 Chau A); mOc du vil ¢ quyén
gop, gay qul tlichd khéng thic hiln dilc, nhing mit ludtsO va mitdilc sTdatl nguyln
dong gop tri0c dl ¢6 cé ngan khon hoOt dlng. Nhing ngl0i khac s gdi tidn tdng v thdng
Boat People SOS.

Tr0 10§ céu t6i hOi "Lo vil ¢ thién h0 hoai sao? Bao gil c6 [0ng chly?", An Phong bl o t6i, "hil n
gil thi chOa, va 'bao gil' thi chau chia bilt; ba ¢l ngoli chau blo 't0ithli hoa, thi hoa ni' nén
chau chi thii thoi.

Ba cl r0tdic bilt; ma chau kO I0ila ba cl ¢é dl nglln ngl, ca dao, dU gilithich mOidiln biln
x& hi, nh0 céu 't0i thdi hoa, thi hoa n0' gili thich hion t00ng I0p gia dinh mul n.

Pem chuyln ba cl va cadao ratrl 10it6i vO vilc c6 chia l0p gia dinh, An Phong con viln din
mO c6 dd gili thich vil c ¢6 thidn nguyln qua Thai Lan, "b00c chéanlén tr0itl nOnchingdilc
bao 1au, mi da lao vao lam vil ¢ thil n nguyl n cho trung tdm sinh hoOt ph0 n0 -lam 7 ngay mQi
tuln. Vioc m0d lam khoéng th0 khéng d0 diu 0n trong cul ¢ sOng cla chau."

Tranh ndi vO c6, An Phong n6i v nhi ng ngl0i khac, c6 gili thilu cho t6i gdp mOt ngdOind I0
mUi di0 n hinh: ¢6 Vi PhD0ng Anh.

TO ngdc nhién vO ngl0i chiin st ching né 10 An Phong, xinh dilp, 0o I0; téi tim d0 n g0 p nhan
vt thO nhi, va cing ngd ¢ nhién khéng kém.

C6 Vi PhoOng Anh, mOi 29 tulli, ngd0i sUc t0c HMong, ¢ ngd trong mOt chung c ngheo nan
trén di 0 ng Clarewood; cb bl o t6i, "chau share phong vii mit chl bin dd nhi b0t tiln nha;" can
nha nh nhi ng khéng nghéo ti nao, nlu mic gillu, ngheo dilIc danh gia trén nhi ng tid n nghi
PhO0ng Anh cn cé.

C6 cé di 2 caighll cIn dltbén chilc ban an nho nhi di c6 va c6 bl n share phong nglli an mii
t0i, b0a trla hai c6 an ngoai, c6 cling cé mit chilc xe ma ¢é cln dl dilam, vi ndi cd lam cach
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chl ¢é 0 din 50 phat lai xe.

"Toan lai freeway, khil p I0m," ¢6 gai sn cl0c néi. C6 mua mit chilc KIA c(, gia $2,000, "h0
hoai, nhng vO'n con t0tchan."

Thiy vO &ingliclOa anh TrOn Tri va téi, cd trln an chang t6i, "xe chau hi, chau di nh0 xe bin."
C6 din Houston thang By nam ngoai; mOi din la da di tim job lam, tim trd0ng hic."

Cé bulln ba blo t6i, "dil u khO tdm la mai di n gil nay ma chau mii hi ¢ ESL, thi nam nao chau
mUOi d0 chl nghta dd thdc hiln d0u tranh."

"B0u tranh? Chau dlu tranh chlng ai?" téi hii PhO0ng Anh.

"B0u tranh chl'ng nhlng ngd0i I0a git ban chung chau sang Jordan, lam th0 may; dl u tranh d0
clu 275 ngd0i bl n thD may ma chau quen bilt t0i x00ng may Jordan, dang bl b0t vO Viot Nam
do tr0 t0i, va d0u tranh d0 cOu nhilu trilu ngO0i dan ba khac dang bl I00ng cong, du hi lam
vilc trong ni0c hay 0 n00c ngoai."

"L00nNng cong nhi thD nao?"

Céac hang trung gian tuydn mi bl o chang chau la céng nhéan qua Jordan lam vil ¢ di0c hi0ng
quy chi rdtt0t, mOt ngay tdm tilng, mOc I00 ng hai tram hai mO0i mO kim. NOu cdng thém til n
chuyén clnvatin trl clp xa nha thi tdng cl ng vao kholl ng ba tram m0 kim.

“Khi sang Jordan i thi ngay [0 p t0 c chd x00ng may thu gill toan bl h0 chilu cla bln chau va
phli di lam dai gi d0n mOc khéng t00ng t00ng ndi, latd 7 gi0 30 sang t0i 12 gil dém. NhO ng
ngay giap TOt, lam c0 t0i mOt hai gil sang la binh thO 0 ng, ngay nao cting nhi vOy," PhOOng Anh
kD 10i; nhO ng sau 10 ngay lam vil ¢ trong quy chl khD sai lao ding, mOi c6 thO may chl dii0c
lanh ¢6 10 mO kim.

PhO0ng Anh cung cac bl n vilt dln xin chd hang, 6ng Chen Sen, trd [00ng h theo dung mic
I00ng da hIa dd cong nhén yén tam lam vil ¢ trong sult thOi gian kh0 00c ba nam.

Chen Sen ndéi 6ng da lam dung hi p ding, cong nhan mul n hOi thi g0i vO Vi0t Nam ma hoi.
Ph0Ong Anh gi dil n tholi vO t0ng céng ty Da Gily Viot Nam, cédng ty mdi gili cho c6 sang
Jordan lam vill ¢, va di0 ¢ chinh ba La Thanh Phing va 6éng Trllnh Quang Trung, nhIng ng00i
lam trong TOng Céng Ty Da Giay Vilt Nam, ndi la cac bl n ¢l di lam di rdi céng ty sO thI0Ong
I00ng sau.”
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Vitiin I00ng khéng d00c gili quydt thl a dang trong ltc gil lam vil ¢ qua nhilu, 276 n0 cbéng
nhan quylt dl nh dinh céng dl phin dli. PhiOng Anh kO, "Nghtd hit TOt r0i b0 n chau bl o nhau
khéng di lam nla. B0 n ngay 18 hay 19 thang Hai, chau khéng nhi chinh xac, nhing ngl Ui
cOnh sat, blo vO, rli c6 c6 théng dich vién tén Vi Thu Ha nlla din gl p chung chau. HO xOt hO
cay vao mit mai bl n chau. Nhilu ngl i chly hol ng lodn. Chinh mOt chdu va cac bl n nhin thi'y
nhilu ¢ nh sat vién Jordan, to I0n, n0m téc cOa Anh va Vang, 16i va dil p xull ng thanh gil 0 ng,
xu ng nOn nha, hic mau mOm mau mdira. Chau [0y diln tholi quay I0i culc dan &p blo
ngl0c do. Nhilu ngllivOa chly, via la khéc, cl nh sat ndm téc kéo Vang Ién, nhin thl'y mau
mOm mau mi khilp dim nh0 vO'y, h0 thd bl ch xullng mit cai.

"Sau do, trong luc hO kéo Ha ThO Ngoan va B0 Thi Thuy Ha ra phong an, chau gdi dil n tholi
vl cho cong ty méi gilli bén Vilt Nam, thi d00c ngl0iquinly D dé blo bay gil cl dilam dir0i
cbng ty sl sang gian hoa vili cong ty bén d6. Quay trll 10i nha an, nii mii ngl0i dang kéu khéc,
chau thly éng chd Chen Sen cO0ir0t vui v0 va bOttay nhOng ngd0i clnh sat via miidanh
nhng ngl Ui lao d0ng xong.”

Sau trln don din mOt, Chen Sen cOt khdu phUn, bl d6i céng nhan; éng ta ciing khéng buln
dla ngdlibl danh tring thOOng di b0 nh viln. BO b0 doi, chung chau phli gom t0 ng cai bang vl
sinh, tng cai ao 16t ban di. Nh0 ng mit g6i bang v sinh chll mua d00c mOt g6i mi tdm théi vi mi
tom 0 Jordan r0t d0t.”

C6 TuyOt, mdt co thd may glivO cho ba chl, mOt ky gil bao Tuli Tr0 0 Ha NOi; sau do tin cong
nhan bl ngi0c dai dilc loan trén bao, va I0t vao mit til n sT Nguyl n Binh Thing, ngi Ui chl
trd0ng t0 chlc BPSOS, 6ng nay tim cach lién I0c vOi nhing ng00i thD may 0 Jordan, r0i gliting
ho 3,000 md kim.

NgOOichd ¢ TuyOtlam trong toa solln Tuli Tr0, sau do, bao cho ¢ bilt vi loan bl n tin céng
nhan bl ngl0c dai ma cé chd bl dubi vilc.

Vit COng gii Tro0ng Xuéan Thanh thul c B0 Ngoli Giao, sang Jordan, hilp tac vOi TrOn ViOt Ta,
thul ¢ Lanh SO Quan t0i Cairo, Ai Cllp, va hOn mi0ing00in0a dl giliquydt culc dinh céng.
NhO ng vién chOc nay chl nhin chdng chau ma khéng hii han mOt IDi.
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HO quyOt dinh dla ni cdng nhan Vilt dinh céng trd vO nO0c. Trong chuyln bay trl vO, lGc phi
cl dap xull ng BangKok, Phi ng Anh, vao trdn trong mdt nha v sinh danh cho dan 6ng.

"NhD 1a ng00i HMéng, hilu va n6i di 0 c Hoa ngd," PhiOng Anh kD I0i, "chdu 1én nghe hai ngl i
dan éng bl o nhau ra ngoai phi trd0ng chli, vi may bay con ngllng kha lau t0i phi tr0 0 ng
BangKok; chau bl o hi la chau dang gl p mOt nguy hilm r0t I0n, va xin h0 cho chau theo hi ra
khOi phi tr00ng."

Hai ngl0i dan éng Trung Hoa ding y; PhoOng Anh cibldt mOt I0p 4o, bén trong c6 sin mit
chilc ao mOu khéc, rli sanh vai hai ngii khéng quen ra khii phi trd 0 ng. Ngoai cdng, mit nglUi
glitén co, cb6 quay I0i tim thi di0c ngdOi nay nhét vili c6 vao mOt chil ¢ taxi dang chi s n.

Ph0Ong Anh con mit ba m0 51 tuli dang sOng t0i Lao Kay b0 ng sO tiln 200 mO kim c6 gOi vO
hang thang, "100 tiln an, mOt tram ti0 n thul ¢," ¢ b0 o t6i. C6 con ndi cd hoan toan y thic dilc
la c6 thd hic ngh0 d0 kidm tiln nhidu hO'n, nhOng ¢c6 muOn hOc chd d0 ¢é khD nang thic hidn
kiOn hiJu s mOng gili phédng né I0 0 ViOt Nam.

"Chau miihOc diic mittam ca nguydn tlitri0ng dli hic Houston," c6 ndi.

An Phong nhlc d'n 2 trong nhilu ngl i da giup d0 PhO0ng Anh: c6 Janet Thuy HIng Nguyl n,
va bl n trai cla Janet |a nha st Tul n TrOn (All Stars Dental).

CO hai ngilidan ba, An Phong va PhiIng Anh, dilu bi0t r0t rd sO ming khé khan va khi nang
khiém tOn cla hd. Cé An Phong con dili ddu vOi cai nguy hiom b0 bt céc, hay bl @m sat nl a,
nhing cé vin cO0ng quylt "nhdy xul ng xody n00c", khéng chd do I0i théi, ma con dl vit nhilu
ng00i dang chit duli trong vong xoay nguy hil m dé.
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