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QUOC NAM

MOt buli t0i chOm dbng, nhing sUi mia tuylt giang tr0 ng khung trli Cao Nguyén Tinh Xanh
Washington, téi lai xe 10 dai phat thanh SRBS trl 10i nha. Téi ch0t nghe til ng chd Nguyl n Thuy
PhO0ng qua dil n tholi "BO téi via mit sang nay". LOp t0c, n0i budn nghOn I0i trong tdm hi n téi.
ChO PhOOng latriOng nO cla nha van, nha thi, nha bao lao thanh Nguyl n Thi ch Kién. H6m do
la ngay 13 thang 12 nam 2008. Ong hi0ng tho 83 tuli.

Mua I0 Thanksgiving, t6i v0. San Diego vilng tham Cho CO téi (nam nay 86 tuli) da dau yOu li0t
gil0ng. NhO mOt linh tinh nhil m mau, t6i dil n tholi tham nha van Nguyl n Thoch Kién, thi dilc
chl PhOOng cho bilt édng da nhip vion mOy ngay nay. Téi t0c ti ¢ lai xe Ién Quln Cam dl n
Garden Grove Hospital vao sang thd by ngay 30 thang 11 nam 2008. Téi gl p chl
Thuy-PhODng va anh Long (phu quan cla chi) t0i phong dii. Anh chd h0ng din téi [én phong
nha van nd m bl nh. Luc dd, 6ng Nguyl n Thi ch Kién da mé sOng r0i. Tuy vOy, khi chl PhO0ng
néi tén t6i, thi nha van hé md mit va ndi "Quic Nam [ Seattle hi ?". Toi ghé sat tai dng va nai:
"Vang. Qul c Nam din tham anh day. Ludn luén Qul c Nam kinh mOn anh, va vl n nhD mai

nhO ng ngay dl u lam b&o vOi anh khi Qud c Nam con r0t tr0’. Nha van c¢é vO cm di ng, nhing
ndi lan man did u gi dé ma téi khéng nghe ré.

Trong culc dUi cOm bat mOu sinh lién t0c ngo6t nla thd kO qua, té6i da khéng c6 dan anh holc
dan em van nght. Téi may min ding v ng d00c trén chinh dbi chan clla minh trong gili truyln
théng bao chi va van hi c nghl thult. Tuy nhién, t0i khi dng Nguyl n Thi ch Kién b0 téi ra di, thi
t6i mOi cOm nhin r0 ng: quang dli sinh hoOt van chi0ng chl nghta cla t6i ciing c6 mit dan anh.
Bo6 la nha van, nha thi, nha bdo Nguyl n Thi ch Kién.

Tbi mOu sinh b0 ng ngoi but bt dlu t0 nam 1961, t0 10c nha xuOt bl n Trin Van PhiOng mO0n
t6i vilt miOt s truyl n nhi d ng hol ¢ giao di ¢ thilu nhi. Tuli tr0 t6i d& ngUp I0n trong thO gidi
thO n tién, vi nhd ng nang tién, hoang t0 holc céng chua quy phai va xinh nh0 m0 ng. Nién khoa
1962-1963 t6i hic LOp B0 NhOt B3 trung hilc Chu Van An vii nhing bl n cung I0p nhd Hoang
Duy Hilu, Nguyl n Tr0 ng Nhi, L& Thil p, Nguyl n V&n Thil p, Phi ich Banh, Nguyln Vé L00ng
v.v... Thi mOt vai b0 n t6i r0t ngl ¢ nhién khi bilt t6i vilt van ma di0c trd nhuln but dl tiéu xai rd
.

Bln dlu nam 1964, t6i dang hic 0 BOi HOc Khoa HO ¢ & Lul't Khoa, thi 6ng Giam B0 c nha xult
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bin Tron Van PhiOng gili thiDu téi vii nha van NguyOn Thi ch Kién (ddo dé la ChO Nhilm tuln
san giao dic Tinh Hoa), tda solln dlt t0i nha in Chin HOng d00ng L& Van DuyOt, dé thanh
Saigon. Nha van nhin t6i dly thidn cOm, va budt mil ng néi: "COu nhl vOy ma lén B0i HOc rOi

ho ?".

T6i 10 phép tr0 10i: "DO, thI a anh. Qul c-Nam khéng con nhd dau. 19 tudi rdil"

Ong c6 v thich tha, néi: "VOy clu phl tdi lam bao Tinh Hoa nhé".

Th 14 t6i tr0 thanh ngd0i Tho Ky Tda Solln (c6 10 NHi nhit) cla mOt tul n bao, gila thi dilm
ma nin bao chi t0i Mi0n Nam Vilt Nam chla phat triin [0 m.

Téi lam cdng villc chin I0a bai vO va thd van hang tul n cho tul n san Tinh Hoa, trinh Ién cho
ChO Bao Nguyln Thich Kién coi sl qua, rli mang xullng nha in d0 mdy ngd0ithd lam céng
vilc slp chi. Thoi dé, cac thd nha in phii sip t0ng con chl vao nhing trang bao, rlilam bln
kOm dl diavao may in.

0 vai tro chOn bai vO cho tuln san Tinh Hoa, t6i d00c mOt s nO sinh Sai-Gon holc nO sinh vién
Van Khoa o bl kha nhillu, d0 mong dil ¢ c6 bai dang trén bao.

Thang 9 nam 1996, t6i dit vé may bay mli nha van nha thi Nguyln Thich Kién |Ién Seattle dl
gili thilu tac phOUm mUi c0a éng nhan d "VO Nhing KO Nil'm Qué HOOng". CO van st Huy
Quang tlic clu Trung Ta Vi BOc Vinh (nguyén Giam D0 ¢ Dai phat thanh Saigon tri¢c nam
1975), 6ng Trdn ThO Khiém (Can BO cao clp cla Vit Nam Qulc Dan Bing) va téi da ra tin
cla may bay tli phi tri0ng Sea-Tac dil dén r00c 6ng.

Buliramit sach cla Tac gil Nguyln Thich Kién di0c¢ ding ho0ng tham di déng dilo. HO ngUi
chOt cng nha hang Moonlight d0 0 ng South Jackson, Seattle.

B0 tai ndi clm trong cul n sach la “HuyOn tholi T.T.Kh.”. Sach day 260 trang, viimOt nla culn
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sach di cUp tli nhd ng chi tilt quanh cac bai thd ky tén T.T.Kh. r0t ly thd. MOt sO tilu mOc di0c
Téc Gil Nguyln Thich Kién phén chia nhi sau: HuyO n tholi v Nang Tho T.T.Kh., DOOi gian
hoa mau, T ng Bilt Hanh, T.T.Kh. Nang la ai?, Nguyén nhan nao khion sing diy huyl n tholi
T.T.Kh.?, NguyOn VO vilt vD T.T.Kh., Thanh Ch&u nhin ddnh v0 T.T.Kh., Truydn ngln “Hoa
Ti-gbn” nam 1937 cla Thanh Chau, Trong [0 a din thu...

Céau chuyln T.T.Kh. b0t d0u t0 truydn ngOn “D00i gian hoa mau” cla nha van Thanh Chau
dang trén bao Tilu ThuyOt ThD B0y nam 1937 chl tri0ng bli nha xult b0n Tén Dan cla éng
Vi Binh Long, nii dung can cl vao I0i kO v mOitinh gila hOa sT Nguyldn TuOn Trinh (tén thOt
cla nhathd Tham Tam) va mit thiDu n0 tén Khanh.

Theo mit sU nhéan ching sing bilt rd v “huyln tholi T.T.Kh.” (trong sO nay c6 van st Nguyln
V0O va HO Van Théng, ngl0i b n chidn ddu cdnh Tham Tam trong khu Khang Chiln Vilt Minh
gin ThO d6é Ha NOi), chinh nha th0 Tham Tam Nguyln Tul n Trinh d& th0 10:

A ”

Sau truyl n ngln d6, Tham Tam da sang tac bai thd “Hai S ¢ Hoa Ti-Gén” va nh ¢6 em hQ
mang t0i toa bdo Tilu Thuydt Tho BOy. Khi bai thO nay ph0 biln thi dJ luln r0tth0Ong cOm
nglOi thiDu nO b0t hOnh va muln bi0t T.T.Kh. la ai? Trong thOi dil m do, tinh trdng bao chi 0 Ha
NOi dang cOnh tranh gay git, nhit la gia nha xult bl n Tan Dan (Tilu ThuyOdt Tho BOy) va TO
LOc Van boan (bao Ngay Nay do nha van NhOt Linh chD tr00ng). Bing ding, ngl0Ui ta tim cach
t0 o ding huyln tholi T.T.Kh. d0' ban bao cho nhillu hi'n cac d0 ng nghil p khac. Ciing t0 dé, mot
sO bai thD tO0m thul ng xult hidn clng ky tén T.T.Kh. Trong I0n tdm sO riéng vOi HI Van Théng [
chiln khu. Nha thO Tham Tam thu nhin rOng sult t0 nam 1937 d0n 1939, chl c6 3 bai thi doi
tén T.T.Kh. do chinh éng sang tac la: Hai sl ¢ hoa ti-gén, Bai th0 th0 nh0t & Bai th0 culi cung.

Tam sU viinha van Nguyln VO, Tham Tam kO rdng: Khol ng thang 2 nam 1936, Tulln Trinh
(hOa st cho bao Blc Ha, tén thit cla nha thd Tham Tam) 19 tuli lam quen dullc vi cé TrOn
Thd Khanh 17 tuli sOp thibOng TiDu HO c. Khi ¢é vilt thD g0i Tham Tam bao tin sl p 0y chl ng,
ong rit dau bul n nhi ng cing bil't d00 ¢ r0 ng nang khéng yéu 6ng nhilu nhi éng t00ng. Trong
bai vilt “Tham Tam va s thOtvd T.T.Kh.”, c0 van si/chD bao Nguydn VO vilt nguyén van nhi
sau:

“Chang yéu nhil din phO0ng vlimdccOm cla mdt nghl st nghéo bl nguliyéu bl r0i, ITi con
b0 mOy thO ng b0 n tr0 chd nhio dua bln, nhitla Va Trdng Can. Vi chat t0 &i van nght dli vOi
mOy nguli kia, TuOn Trinh da phOi thOc mOt dém, theo I0i anh, lam m0Ot bai th0 d0 1a HAI SOC
HOA TI GON ky T.T.Kh. vili tham y a0 Trn HuyOn Tran va Vi Tring Can tin 1& cIa Khanh lam,
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di thOOng ti0c mOi tinh tan vO. MuOn gi0 tinh cdch bi mOt, Tuln Trinh dan kin bao th0 rdi nh0 c6
em hi (con gaiclangilicé phl COaNam)mang dln tda bdo. Ctng chinh cd em hi dé da
chép gium bai thD vli nét chl con gai diu dang cla c6, di khii bl nghi ngl. Cé Khanh khdng
bilt lam thO. C6 chla bao gil lam thD cO! Va cd da ghét nhing bai thl cla Tham Tam nla la
ding khac. Tul n Trinh ndi qui quydt vOitéi nhD vy, sau khi nhn dullc mOt b0 c thd culli cung
cla Khanh, t0 y khong bl ng Iong anh miln tén c6 d0 lam thD kO chuyln tinh duyén cd, cé thO
lam hOidin culc dlicla co”.

Té&c gil Nguyln Thich Kién la con nguli rit hin hoa va ring I00ng. Trong tac phi m “VO
NhOng KO Nim Qué HIOng”, 6ng dl a ra kha nhil u b0 ng chl ng thuy(t phlc vO “Huyln thol i
T.T.Kh.” chU la gil t0o, nang thi T.T.Kh. khéng hU c6 thOt trén dUi! Tuy nhién, dan anh cla
chung t6i viin r0t dd thdOng cho r0 ng “HuyO n tholi, chd nén mai mai la huyl n tholi”. Trong lanh
v ¢ chinh tr0 cling vO'y, 6ng Nguyl n Thi ch Kién da holt di ng trong Vilt Nam QuUc Dan Bing
hOn nOathD kO qua, nhi ng tinh thd n d0 u tranh trong tim éc¢ 6ng luén luén d00m mau lang mi n.
Tho nhing téi r0t yéu quy 6ng, bli chinh t6i tOng la A0 ng vién kO clu cla Boi Viot Cach M ng
Bl ng va tinh thd n cach mi ng trong t6i cling d010m mau lang mOn nhi éng. N6i tém 101, 6ng
Nguyl n Thich Kién va t6i dlu t0 ng hoUt di ng chinh tr0 mt cach vilDng dU o, khéng thd b4 dl o
va da man nh b0n Vilt COng dulc.

Do dé, khi kOt luDn tac ph0m “VO NhOng KO Nidm Qué HODng”, nha van cla chung ta vilt nhi
sau:

“Chuang t6i quan nid m huyld n tholi hO'n phiila mOt céi gi d6 r0t dip, rit ly t00ng, va khéng sao
viitlidoOc. Phii, né lam phong phu tri t00ng con ngl 0i. Phanh phui, phén tich, tim hilu t0ng
chi tit, khac nao ta béc trin mit cl vOt hi ng trdn quy. MOt ngi Ui khac phéi ta say mé ma
khong sao diiIc kO cn, viln mai mai la mit am Onh, lam sult dli ta thém day dit, ton thD.
ChuyOn tinh T.T.Kh. v0i mOy bai thD oan trai xult hil n t0 nam 1937, da tr0 thanh huyln tholi sO
thi, gép phOn khéng nhi vao sl hinh thanh nn thd mOicla mOt thdi dlicOn dli mOithd van la
mOt thi do”.

Pay la I0n dlu tién t6i khéng ding y vii Tac gil Nguyln Thich Kién. Cau chuyln mOy bai th0
ky tén T.T.Kh. da tr0i qua hi'n 70 nam qua, thd ma vin c6 nhilu ngd0i tin ring c6 mit thilu n0
da lam mOy bai thd ai odn nhi vOy. Téi da vao nghl cIm but gdn ndathd kO qua, nén bidt rt rd
kha nhilu ngdi dan 6ng lam bao da nup dilitén phl nl dO gili dap tam tinh hol ¢ phU trach
mOc th van nao d6. Tri0ng hOp bdo TiDu Thuydt ThD B0y 0 Ha NUi culli thOp nién 1930 da
“cau” dic gil b0ng huyln tholinang T.T.Kh. cling la chuy0n thull ng tinh x0y ra trong lang bao
Vilt Nam x0a va nay.
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Ngay t0 nam 1961, khi b0t d0 u mOu sinh bl ng ngoi bat, téi da thic mic vO “ng00i thD T.T.Kh.”.
ChO cn dlc mOt baithD “Hai SOc Hoa Ti-Gén”, t6i da nght rl ng khong thl mOt cd gai 17 tuli
vao thii xa x0a dé I0i cé thD sang tac di0c 1 bai thD vii ngdn t0 kha gia din nhd vOy. NgOOilam
bai nay phUila mOt thi nhan da ting bilt lam th0 tr00c do.

NOu ngl i nao suy nght sdu mit chat va phan tich t0 ng chl trong cac cau thl trong 3 bai thd ky
tén T.T.Kh. néu trén, si nhin thly d00c dong thd d6 khong thD sang tac bli mit cd géi chla
diu TiDu HOc O thOididm xa x0a 0y. Xin mJi quy v d0c vai doll n th sau day coi sao:

-T0 ddy, thu flithu 0 thu,

Long téi con gia din bao gil ?

CHhl ng t6i i n bil t t6i th0 U ng nhi

‘NgiOildy”... Chonénvinhlng hl...

-Téiviilndibén dinhculc dli,

Ai én IDnh o dl a chil ng téi.

Va fl ng thu chl t 1 ng thu chi t,

VO n gilu trong tim bong mit ngd0 ...
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-NOu bt ng téi da by chl ng,

TAi0iINgiOi0y co bul n khbng?

Co thli m nghi f1i loai hoa V1,

T0 a trai tim phai, f1a mau hi ng?

HolOc chi “HO” r0t it ngOOi con gai xO di ng trong thd van, 0 “Bai Tho Culi Cung” dl tén T.T.Kh.,
nguyén van nhl sau:

T0 day anh hay ban thl anh,

Con dl riéng té6i vl i m0t minh.

NhO ng canh hoa long... H1, da ghet,

Thidem madli Dy Al vinh.

Va ngay nay, dung la ha st NguyOn Tul'n Trinh td ¢ thi sT Tham Tam (tac gil bai TOng Bilt
Hanh) sang tac miy bai th0 d6 d0 tén Tr0n Tho Khanh hay Tham Tam Khanh (T.T.Kh.) d0 che
diu nOidau nhic bl cé Khanh bl rOi!

Bay gil thi dan anh van nghl cla t6i, Tac gi0 Nguyln Thich Kién da v mil n vinh cOu. Téi xin
cam0néng dalfu llicho hiuthd miOt sO tai liDu van hi ¢ cn thidt, d nh0ng ngudi tim hilu
ndn van hic nghO thult Viot Nam diCc bilt rdng “Huyd n tholi T.T.Kh” chO la mOt tro chii chl
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nghta bli mOt s ngd0i cOm but dii gian holU ¢ thilu vilOng dC o!

* k%

Ngay 19 thang 12 nam 2008, t6i v0 tham bl ng hu t0i Thung Ling Hoa Vang (San Jose, BOc
California). Buli t0i do, t6i di0c mit sO Than HOu dai t6i mit bl a cO m than mOt, t0i nha hang
Cao Nguyén (di di0 n khi tho0ng mOi Lion Plaza). T6i thOt s xtc ding gip g0 mOt s nhan vit
tén tuli trong ban til ¢, g0 m: quy thi st Ha Thi 0 ng Nhéan, Tr0 0 ng Giang (thi van doan Bl n
Pho0ng), Déng Anh Nguyl n Dinh Binh TO o & Chinh Nguyén (CO SO Van Tho LOc Vilt); quy
nhOc st Vi B0 c Nghiém, Phim MOnh B0t; cOu BOi Ta LOOng Van NgO (Trung Tam TriOng TOp
Tho Chidn STVNCH Vung Tay BOc Hoa K0); nha bao Duy Van (chd nhil m tul n bdo B0i MUi);
giao s Nguyln Hung Tam (Thd Nam cla c ch0 nhan nha sach Khai Tri, Saigon ngay ca).

Sang hédm sau, ngay 20/12, t6i dung di0 m tdm vl i nha van nha thd HI Linh, nha bao lao thanh
Sao Billn, nha thl Hoang NgUc Van va nha hol't ding cOng ding Nguylin Hiu LOc (Tri0ng Ban
Sang LOp BOi HIi Hoa HIu Ao Dai Long Beach, CA).

HOu hOt quy v néu trén dilu sn long hO trl Béng-Phi0ng Foundation sO t0 chdc mt chl0ng
trinh thd nhOc¢ d0c bilt t0i mil n BO ¢ California, d0 .danh di u “30 nam Thung Ling Hoa Vang”
(nhotla CO SO Van Tho LOc Viotva HOi TO Thidn Séng Tinh ThoOng cla 6ng Nguyln HOu LOc).
BOi t6i la ngh Ui da tinh c0 g0i m0 danh “Thung Liing Hoa Vang” cho thanh phll San Jose

(Silicon Valley) t0 nam 1979.

TOOng nén nhic I0i, trong bai TOp Ghi Culi Nam 2008, t6i nhic t0i 9 nhan vt than thilt t6i da
khul't béng trong 1 thdp nién qua. Thic ra, n0u chinh x&c, thi 11 nhan vt van héa hol ¢ chinh
tr0 quen than Qul c-Nam da b0 téi ra di trong th0 i gian qua, g0 m: quy thi st Nguyén Sa Trl n
Bich Lan, Hoang Anh Tull n, Duy Nang, Phan L0 ¢ Giang Bong, Phi0ng Tril u; quy nhi ¢ sT Anh
Viot Trdn Van Trl ng, Nguyld n Hi n; nha cach ming Ha Thac Ky (B0i Vilt Cach MO ng Bl ng);
hi c gil/gido sU Vi Ky; hia sT Choé Nguyl n HOi Chi; nha van/nha tho Nguyln Thich Kién.

Nhom Bong-Phi 0 ng chung tdi trang tring t0 0n quy Ngai, va nguyln clu On Trén ban cho quy
Ngai di 0 c thdnh thOi trén cdi vinh hi ng. BOi chinh quy Ngai da khich 10 va t0ng t6i m0t m0 hanh
trang |én d0 0 ng, til p tay lam r0ng danh nOn van héa Vidt-TOc¢ dli v i nam chau b n bil n.
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Kinh xin On Trén phu hd chdng ta va cho ngdn ngl Vilt b0t di0t trong b0t c0 ngh ch ¢l nh nao.
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