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Nha van Lé Van Trl0ng sinh nam 1906 t0i lang B0 ng Nhan, Ha NOi, mUt ngay 25 thang 2, 1964
(13 TOt Giap Than) t0i nha riéng, s 100/67 di0ng TrOn HIng BOo, Sai Gon, luc mOi 58 tuli.

Nha van Lé Van TrI0ng (1906-1964), 0 nh trén bia TO p chi Van Sai Gon sl dilc bilt v 6ng

DPol n van sau day la tong hi p nhilu ghi chép, nhit ky, nhn dinh vl éng cla mOt ngOUi vilt
van l0p sau, vin yéu mn van tai va tac phong tac gil “Ngili Anh C0” 10 10n d0u tién dl ¢ 6ng,
khingd0idlc conlamithic sinhtiluhOcO Ha NOi.

“VOitrén 200 culn tiDu thuyOt, mOt thOitD 1935 t0i 1945, anh (Lé Van Trl0ng) da mOt tay gay
sbng gié trong lang van. Chinh cull c cach ming thang 8, 1945, tac phim cla anh da di mit
phOn r0tI0n vao vilc dac kOt tinh thOn cla mOi tdng I0p nhan dan. Cai tinh thin ma thi 0 ng,
khdng hen, khéng s, cai tinh thO n quan t0 thOy vil ¢ nghia thi lam, cai tinh thOn s ng manh li0t
theo luan ly dlo dic cO truy0n, ma tilu thuyOt cOa anh bao gil cting x0p dit cho thing culc O
dong chl culli cung, du c6 phin nao co thd con khuylt didm vl phI0ng diln b0 clc van
chi0ng, cling viin 0nh h00ng s&u xa diln tdm hin cla dic gil. Cho nén trén van dan clla BUt
NOOc, nha van hic sl, t0 1&u, da han hi nh d't anh ngli riéng mOt minh mOt chil u danh dO. Du
anh chit ngay hém nay trong am thOm I0ng 10, hay anh chit trong nhO ng biln c0 din dip t0
1945 t0i day, tén tuli cla anh vl n s0ng mai trong I0ch sO van hic Vilt Nam.

Khi anh Lé Van Tr00ng bl c chan vao lang van vii tac ph m “Tr00c cl nh hoang tan cla Br
Thién B0 Thich” va khi ki chuyln “Cé T0 Thung” cting nhi t0t ¢l cac bl n van khac, khdng phUi
la anh da khéng bilt cai kil p con tOm rat rult kéo kén d0 nOm trong 0 kén ma chdt nhi thO.
NhOng anh vin t0 b0 culc ddicéng chilc nhan hi va chic chin0 t00ng lai d0 lao minh vao van
nghO. PhOi r0ng da khdng cé phl n hy sinh nao cla bl n than dau!” (Trich bai vilt cla hic gil Lé
Van Siéu trén bao Sang DUi Miln Nam, 1.1964)

1. NOu ¢6 mt nha van nao ma t6i yéu thich nhit, v ¢ dli sOng, con nglUi, I0n tac phldm, thi
dé laLé Van Tri0ng. Bé 1a mUt ngli ma sinh holtt00ng t0 nhd mitdong ni0c dl t0 th00ng
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nguln dong n00c d0 xuldng, blt séng tung tée trén nhing mIm da cao, n0lc clng biltdlic
nglu nOi béi thdp, rdt chOng bao gill la ni0c ao tu. Dong ni0c Oy cting rittdp nhlp b0t bun [
khac h 10u, nhOng rdi t0i bil n, n00c¢ khéng cOn nhi n6 da qua dau, chi bilt ring nilclanilc
chly, n00clanfcluanIfu, nd0claniOc sing. HinhOnhdong niOc Oy vlitoila Lé Van
Tri0ng. Xem tilu s, dd0c bilt éng la ngh Ui giao thilp vOi dl hing nglOi. C6 sUi nli cao va
phen quang thl p. La m0t nha van, éng vilt t0 nhOng nli dd, chl m ngoi bat vao mic trl n gian,
tri bl n thO o trén nhd ng milln khac bidt. D4 0 B0 Thién kia nam mau hi ng, but vilt ra Hoang
Tan Nhing COnh. Tinh 0 Lovéa rOt bilc, gily kI v MO La Téi. ROy cO lam phi tr00ng thO 0 ng du
di0ng nglOc, “xilt mau,” ném dl ng ti0 n thanh phO an chbi. Cang c6 khi “I00Nng tdm trong gid
I0c.” ROt nhilu luc “ng0a da thuln r0i.” B0y, t6i cling r0t tulng d0 nh0 d0n mOt tac gil ma dli
slng s6i di ng, khéng khac gi ki ch, ¢é t0ng man t ng clnh, c6 xen sau I0 lung hin xen tri0c,
va c6 mit chung culc - bulln thay - rIt khéng cé hl u chut nao.

Tuy nhién trong céi chung culc 0y khéng phli 1a khéng c6 blt ngl, khong phUi la khong co

kO ch: dam ma Lé Van Tri0ng r0t v ng bl n van chiOng, vilng din leo teo thO a thi't, va dong
thay la cac nghll st man nhung! Xe tang khong phUi xe nha don, ma la xe dung di chl y trang
cOnhtriclamitgéanh cliloOng di0c clibiin. SOng din thl, chit nhD thD, tac gi0 Trin BOi qul
da bl mOtvO ndng.

2. Lé Van Trl0ng thOi TiOn chiln la nha van di0c Oa thich nhi t, d&@ nhidu nam li0n la tac gil cé

sach diln dllu s ban, cting nhi di0c tr0 bl n quyldn cao nhit, c6 khi gl p déi hay hOn nla so vOi
nhOng nha van ding thdi khong phUi la khong ndi ti0 ng bl ng 6ng. Sach 6ng ban chly nghia la
6ng cé nhidu dic gil - dic gi0 nhilu nhOt.

Khéng bill't da s dUc gil din vOiLé Van Tri0ng bl ng cach nao, riéng cé mit ngili dlc rIt nho
la t6i da dlin v i 6ng mOt cach tinh cl, khéng ai din dOt hay gili thiDu. Téi din vOi Lé Van
Tr00ng chd vi nhing nhan di, t00ng t0 nhD t6i da la dic gil cla Arthur Koestler t0 nam hin
mO0i tuli. Luc Oy, kho ng nam 1951, con la hO ¢ sinh trd0ng tilu hOc Ngb St Lién, 0 phl Ham
Long Ha NOi, va sau d6 I1én Chu Van An bén cOnh HO Tay, téi da r0t mé til u thuylt. NhO ng

nhan dl va nhing tac gil dic t0 thul do, con nhl din bay gil la L0 HOng Phic Thu cla TrIOng
Xuan, Lé Phong Phéng Vién cila Thi LO, Dao Bay cla Ngic COm, Nha SO Thot, VOt Tay Trén
Trin cla PhOm Cao COng. Va cl kil u xem nhan d nhO thO, cé nhi ng truydn khéng phli truyl n
trinh tham da chly I0m vao hom sach cla ngl Ui vO thanh nién, vi clu ta td0ng la truyd n trinh
tham: Bém Hay Ngay (1) cl a Arthur Koestler, C6 TO Thung, NhO'ng Bing TiOn Xi0t Mau, cla Lé
Van Tr00ng. Tuli 13 t6i say mé Koestler va cau danh morse qua bl ¢ {10 ng day clla nha giam
X6 Vilt: “Hay vung 1én hii nhi ng kO b0 dda day trén th0 gian.”

C6 ai bilt mOt chd hDc sinh d0 thOtdl 10c da dic tac phim I0n va tac giC 10n nhO thd, hOn phOi
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phic lan! Va c6 ai bilt mOt chd nhi nhO thO 10i mé a0 ¢ nhi ng truyl n ngoli tinh, c0 bic, an chi
trac tdng nhi truydn Lé Van Trl0ng, hOn ph0i phOc lan khéng kém. NhD thD t6i bilt Lé Van
Tr00ng. Nhi ng khédng phlli d0c d0 to6 mo thich tha nhD ddc truyd n trinh thdm nla: ma dic di di
tim nhOng t0i I0i cla nhan vit. Lé Van Trd0ng da chuyln cai ngili dic gil cla téi sang mdt giai
dol n. T6i tham dU chuyln dli - chuyln ngl0il0n - ngay t0 lGc thilu nién la qua cac tac phim
cla 6ng.

3. C6 mit khia cnh d0 n6idilc ring yéu Lé Van Tr0Ong latl khOOc TCO LOc Van Boan, nlu
bln da bilt cul c xung diit c0a hi. Cach day trén mi0i nam [t0c 1957] t6i c6 dlc trén mit sO tip
chi TiDu ThuyOt ThO BOy cd, ndi vl nhdng hanh vi khéng di0c dp cla nhdém nay dili vii tac gil
MOt NgOUi. Hanh vi Oy la trong mOt cul ¢ dil n thuyOt cla Lé Van TrdOng 0 Nam B0 nh, nhém
TLVD chl nhau trén xe hili dIn t0n n0i, va hOt nhd mOt bOn lau la - tr0 Khai HIng va Tu M0, noi
theo Nguyln VO - h0 bop coi inh 0idl pha dam culc dil n thuyOt nay. (2)

Khéng danh bt di0c Onh hiOng cla Lé Van TrI0ng bl ng cac tadc phim, h0 dung b&o chi dl
chO rilu, gbi 6ng la “Huénh hoang tén éng.” (3). CO xét vl trinh d0 bao van nghll bay gil, va so
vli cai kil u trén, thi ngay nay, sO md I0 c& nhan, nhIm vao nhi0c dil m ca nhan dl ng nghill p
nha van da bt di nhidu I0m. Ma cai nhi0c didm cOa LVT - cai tinh néi nhilu va déi luc qua t0
tin0y -contltdip nhifu l0m so visO gil dio dUc.

NGi nhilu nhi Lé Van TrI0ng c6 thO la mit ca tinh b0 m sinh. C6 th dn t0 quan nidm cla
riéng 6ng vl bl n bé. Ai da dilIc coi la b0 n thi ta ndi thd ng dil u minh nght, va I0i tin ring hi la
bl n minh, khii dé dit. NhOng dau phiitlt c0 nhing ng00i di chiivOidng, ulng ri0u viidng
dlula bln éng. VOn cai kilu td hiigiai huynh di, dung nhU 10i sOng cla LVT da dilc phOn Onh
trong cac bai vil t sau nay, éng bl 10 bl r0t nhilu. Ong khéng dé dit vii cl nglli dang chdm
chO ghi nhOn mOt chan dung LVT a0 r0i d0 kich hay chd di0u. NhOng c6 r0t nhilu ng00i l0i yéu
cai miu ngl0i LVT. Bé 1a mOt ngh0i bl c trl ¢, dbi khi cl ¢ cOn, nhi ng vui v rdng rai; cO tin

nhO ng khi d&a mOt ni0m tin thi sO d0i t00ng nhO s hum beo. MOt ngl0i nhO thO la mOt ngd0i co
bl n tinh r0t chan thot.

4.Lé Van Trl0ng t0 tr0n trong cOnh ting quin v i mOt hinh haito I0n d0y nhing vii n00c da
chay den m0t mau than khé, khuén mit hi ¢ hac va dang didu vit vO. Toi chl dic bilt éng vai
thang tri0c ngay 6ng nhim miOt, mOt buli chilu t0i Cau LOc B0 Bao Chi. T6i da ngd m nhin éng
rdt kO cang khi di0c bilt doé la tac gil C6 TO Thung, tdc phim t6i d0c hii con dang hUc IDp nhOt
mOttri0ng tidu hic. Lé Van Tri0Ong cOp mOt cai clp nh, b00c vao Céu LOc B0 Bao Chi, ding
Lé L0i. Ong dln nglli bén cling cai ban t6i dang nglli, mi ¢ du ching t6i khéng dl0 ¢ quen bil't
nhau. C6 10 vi dé la cai ban duy nhit 0 Cau LOc BO cé ghl banh, hol'c c6 I0 trén ban c6 mit bat
did u thul ¢ 130. Ong c6 nhin téi nhil ng khéng néi gi trl ¢ til p. C6 néi trl ng khéng mit vai dilu gi
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dé ma toi khong di tam. Ong khéng ¢é I0a cham thulc, mi0n cai bt [Da cla cd chiéu dai
nhOng b0t x0e mai khong dilc. Téi sO tui, nhl ng t6i ctiing khéng cé 10a. Trong khi 0y tac gil

HO n Nghin BUi v n chdm chd hi hody vii cai bt IDa. Ong néi I0m b m I m bl m trong mil ng c6
vl b c bliva nlu téi khéng nh 10m, éng c6 chli “déo m0” ma vl n bt cai bltI0a nhém xoen
xo[t.

Téi ngdm chillc sO mi tring r0t thing nOp cla 6ng. Cai quln 6ng moc c6 vl nhi rdng, nhi ng
slch, mi. Hém Oy chil ¢ 1a trong tdi tac gil Ong Hoang MOt Dém ciing c6 chdt til n, néi thl vi t6i
bilt Lé Van Tr00ng luc bly gil ngheo I0m. Cai nghéo cla mit nha van culli diing 0 ViDt Nam,
mOt cai gi di nhién, di0c thOc t0 khing dlnh, di0c x& hOichOp nhin va nhitla di0c chinh
nhOng ngl0i trong lang coi la chuyln phii ddn. Téi da di0c ngo thly can nha tli tam cla éng
trong mOt con ngd diIng TrOn HOng B0 o vai I0n khi vao tham anh Lé Van Vi Bl c Til n, chC
nhidm t0 San Khou, 0 d0i di0n nha Lé Van Tr00ng. Hinh nhi d6 la can nha ma 6ng ban di trilc
khi chOt dl0c it ngay, luc tiln con cOm tay ma chla di0c tiéu cho bé. Chuyln nay, nhidu ngd0i
da néi din: La Lé Van Tr00ng sl ng ngheo my nam chét trong dli, nhi ng khi chit 10§ chO't giau
I0m. ChOtcon @i 10icO taitidn I0n, I0n vi dé la thO tidn khéng clt kin trong két, 0 nha bang, ma
di 0 trong tui (nha van la ngdOi chO c¢é tiln trong thi nhit 1a theo nha thO Trin Tul n Kilt kO 101),
khi da n0m trén gil 0 ng b0 nh 0 nha thO0ng thi rdi, 6ng con nhi Kilt va cOu con nudi ra phl mua
cho di0c mOt chillc d0ng hi deo tay tho ding hd éng thich d0 bilt thi gi0 trong cul ¢ du hanh
qua bén kia thi gili. (Ma con din phii mua thD ding h cé day deo m vang m0i di0c).

Du trang trlng nhO thD hém Oy t6i viin thOy L& Van Tr00ng r0t buln. Cai buln [0n thOn mOt
minh trong tuli gia c6é din. Téi IDy cai b0t I0a trén tay 6ng, kéo caiblc cao lénvablitdilc IDa.
Toi rt 10y lam hai ldng vi vil ¢ nay. Ong truyln I0a vao thli gily da lam s n va néi: “Com On
6ng nhé.” Sau d6 6ng hat thul ¢ khéng néi gi thém. Va sau d6 éng clip cai clp rdi Cau LOc B,
thong thi ra di.

5.Lé Van Trl0ng la mOt ngl0i vilt thOt. C6 nhng nha van rit trau chult lam nén nhing tac
phd m thanh cong nhilu mOt, song trong tac phl m dé phU n thit khéng phii la quylt d0 nh cho

sO thanh cong. NgiOc I0i vOi téi tri0ng hO p Nam Cao, Bui Hidn, Vi Tr0 ng PhOng chi ng hin. Ba
tac gil nay la ba ngi0i vilt thOt. Trén t0 ng quét téi nght Lé Van Trl0ng cling la vilt thit, trén
mOt khia cI nh khac. Ba nha van trén vilt thdt trong cl nh cung tung cla I0p xa hii thO p, hay I0p
t0 sOn sa xull ng thd p, va trén khia cl nh b n nang. LVT khai thac trén phi0ng diin dio dlc,
luan ly.

Nhi0 u phong trao qua di, nhil u khuynh hi'Ing ap di ng vao vil ¢ lam nghU thul't cling sU qua di,
nhOng nhOng ngd0i vilt thOt vin 0 nguyén trong vO tri cla hi. Gilng nhi trong cac truyln cl va
vo hilp, c6 nhilu nhén vOttaiba miu l00c dang nO s, nhing c6 nhilu ngd0i chén thit hao
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hung. NhOng ngl0i d00c yéu mOn mai mai, nh0 V6 Tong, Ly Qul hay LO Tri Tham. Lé Van
Tr00Ong dli vOi riéng t6i la mOt trong nhi ng ngd0i nhi thD.

(Sai Gon, 3.1975. Trich HIi Ky Van Hic, chla hoan t0t.)

CHU THICH

(1) Bém Hay Ngay, Tan Vilt xult b0 n, khéng d0 tén dich gil, dich t0 Darkness at Noon cla
Arthur Koestler.

(2) Theo Nguyln VO.

(3) N6i vO TO LOc¢ Van Boan cla Nhi't Linh, 6ng Nguyl n Van Xuan “phét giac: * dé la mit doan
thD kOt hOp d0 ‘lam an’ d0 t0 phat tri0 n va nhid u khi d0 chl ng doan thl khac chl khéng cé y hé
hao, cl vo tinh thO n doan thi.” (LOa Thiéng sO 1, trang 71)

(**) “Nhén vién TO LOc th0Ong chiivlinhau hOn chdivOingdOingoai. NhO dé it 10 nhoOc didm
cla nhom minh va khil n ng0 i ngoai thém tin t00ng. Ma béo (cla) TO LOc sing phin I0n nhi
vao I0i chl trich khéi hai cla hi.” Ng V Xuan, L0 a Thiéng sO 1, trang 67. Va:

(***) HO (la TLVD) dung la hO' ng “gia ham,” “cai c vu I0p milng em” NVX, L0 a Thiéng sO 1,
trang 67.

(4) Dol n nay trich bai TOp Ghi nhan d0 L& Van Tr00ng Ba Nam D& Chit - VL dang trén nhit
b&o Tiln Tuyln hiithang 2, 1967.

(5) “Con mit di ¢ didm khéng thl nao khéng nhilc d0n trong nhan vit Lé Van Tr00ng. D6 la tinh
cach luén ly trong hanh vi cda nhOng nhan vt do. Th luéan ly 0 day la mOtthd luan ly théng
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th00ng, di0c quan nidm theo mit tritt0 xa hii Dédng Phi0ng ¢l truy0n nhi tinh v chdng phOi
chung thOy, 0 vOianh em phditlntly hitlong, tinh b0 n bé phOi ludn ludn trung tin.” (Ky gil L6
Rang, bai da ki)
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