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Chilc cOu lam bl ng 3 than tre gia, dai khoing 18 ft, dit trén 3 mOc clu cling bl ng tre va gl cOt
chit vao nhau lam chéan, cay cu ndm ngang mit dit cao chilng 2 ft; hinh thic la cay cOu khi.
Ong Tho tr00ng Milpitas 14 ngd0i khach dlu tién bo0c qua cay clu. Ong néi “0 qué t6i ciing cd
chilc clundy.” Ong la ngd0i MO glc Phi Lult Tan. NgiDi thD hai bllc qua cay clu la mOt ngli
MO chinh gl c, 6ng Pete McHugh; tri0c khi b0 0c qua, 6ng 00m thd va minh din bl0c qua clu
vii tilng cODi rin rlng, tdnh 6ng viin thi. Ong din gila clu chit ding I0i va néi “Téi bilt cay
clundyl Mekong Delta; nhi ng sao ghép biing 3 cay tre? 0 Mekong
Delta 1 cay tre ma théi.” A, thi ra 6ng MO nly bilt It rd xult x0 va qué hllng cla cay clu.
bang, qué hiling cla n6 la vung séng ni0c COu Long Giang, diing b ng LOc TOnh.

Cay clu ndm chénh vénh, thDm chi chd v gila dittrdi n00c MO, la tdc phOm cOa lién doan
HOOng DO o Bach Vilt. Cau chuyln xUy ra t0i khu céng vién cla qud n hi{Santa Clara, MO

Qul c vao ngay 28/9/2008. Chilc clu dilc ding lén trén blidlitdl din vao khu trli hiOng dlo.
NO la cbng trinh cla cac anh chll huynh tri0ng va hing dlo sinh lién doan Béch Vilt. Cay clu
bt nguint0 mOtsuy t0 vi qué hiOng. Cho Lién doan tri0ng Biln ThD Quy kO 10i nh0 vOy
“Nh0ng chilc cOu dl lo0i b0t ngang cac kénh rIch Vilt Nam da di chan billt bao thl hD I0n
khoén, da la di tai cho Lién BDoan Bach Vilt thdc hiln vao nhiing I0n hip mOt vao ngay
Scout-O-Rama. LOn nay chilc clu di0c cham chat thém vl mit mO thudt bli anh Phan NhO't
Tan, phl trach Thilu BDoan. BOi vi anh, chilc clu thdithD Ou vOn maila mitthachthic diy
hip din mOil0n b00c ngang qua di t0 mdt x6m vung ven dé bl c vao cla ngd thanh phl dln
tr00ng hang bulli va nhO ng gil khi ¢ rong chli culi tud n qua nhi ng con rl ch quanh co, nhi ng
x6m nha con rIm bdng hang tre.

Co khi chillc clu chl la mOt mOnh van thé s bl c ngang b0 ming dd d0 chan. Co luc la
nhO ng than dia than cau thing tOp viitay vin bulc bl ng than tau la dda n00c qua mitvam
kénh. Va nhilng con di0ng dlt quanh co cling la nhi ng bl bao nhl ng vuéng rul ng nhi la nOi
ma nhing ngd0i chung cung thén xém ruli rong t0 lGc trd thO d0n khi d0u did m hoa ram.

Riéng vii anh gdn mO0i b0 n nam trong tr0i tu COng SO n, anh da di m minh trong suli I0nh, d0
blt nhing vai clu, rdil0i phliling didinOng hé dl 16t van d0 nhing bl n be ding clnh dl nhic
nhOn d6i vai khiéng vac mii I0n chuyln rau sn cli canh vl diiblda cim tl nhit.
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MCi chilc clu cé mit sO tich, cé luc bi thO 0 ng, c6 khi hung trang! Nhilng chil c clu di0c anh
Thilu Tr00ng Thilu Boan Quang Trung v ra dd trinh cho HOi B0 ng Huynh TrI0ng Bach Vilt
trong ngay Scout-O-Rama nam 2008 clng x6t xa gip ghlnh t00ng nhi khé thic hiln vi g0 p
nhidu tr0 nglitd long ngd0i. NhIng chilc clu 0y d& diCc hoan t0t du kho khan vay bla dl cac
em Hi0Ong BOo Sinh, MO, Vilt, 0n, Tau hing tha bl0Oc qua rdillibdOc vO viind cO0i hdn nhién,
va doi tay thong thD vi chilc clu rt an toan chilc chin tuy tén glivin ritdin si: Cou Tre Bach
Viot.”

Trén day la trich dlan t0 mOt bai vilt vO “I0ch sO” cay clu khl (ma cac anh cac chl trong doan
Bach Viltglila clu tre)

NOu céau chuyln din day chim dOt thi chl ng c6 gi dang n6i. Nhi ng, trong hang tram khach
bl0c qua chilc clu hdm nay c6 mit chau trai, khol ng 8,9 tulli di viii m0. Chau bé tréng kha
bl nh trai, d n d1, nhanh nhi n thD ma khi b00c qua chilc clu “I0t100” 0y chau hii nglp ngl ng.
(c6 10 vilo mOt) d0n do a0 phUindm tay mO di qua. Chia hit, khi qua clu chau hoi:

-Cay cluniylaciugivily mo?

-0, clukho?

- COu khD 1a cOu gi h0 mO0?

- COu khO la monkey bridge do6 con.

- TOi sao gili né la monkey bridge vy h0 mO?
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Bl n day thi ngi0i m0 tr0 khi ng I0i, nang nhin con ngl ¢ nhién, nhiu may, suy nght...

- Thi cOu khi la cOu khi la monkey bridge chl ti sao gi nfa.- ...

BOn 00t chau bé ngl ngéc, nhiu may, nhan tran...

- Why?

- Ai ma bilt, mOy di hOi ba di.

Va kit qul langl0ichacing u 0 ngdm hOtthd. NgdOicha trl quay sang clu clu t6i

- Chd...qili thich gium di chu.

Hay thOt, mOt cau hiidln gidn cla mitem bé da lam cho 2 dl ng sanh thanh danh chiu bi. C6
nhOng vil ¢, nhi ng dillu n6 da trd thanh hidn nhién, n6 vy la né vy ...khdng cIn hii va cling
chOng cOn gili thich...vi x0a bay, nay lam tr0 thanh théi quen va di sdu vao cullc sing, n6 [
trong mau thit thd thoi. NgO nhi c¢6 ai d6 “cit cl” ditvin dl “TOi sao” thi ¢6 thl ¢6 nhilu ngdOi
uan.

Téi gilli dap mit cach mO h0 cho dla chau trai “N6 10t 100, n6é chénh vénh, ngii di qua cOu nhi
khO chuyOn canh chénh vénh vitvlOo ...nén ngl0i ta kéu bIng clu kh(.” ThO ng bé cO0ivaim
I0ng. Chl ng bilt né cé thila man hay khéng, nhing it ra né hit “why” va khong til p t0 ¢ “why”
sau cau gili thich.

Di v nha, cau hiivin con @m 0nh. GOi tham mOt vai nglUi bl n ding hIOng, ngd0i BOc Liéu,
ngl0i Ca Mau, ngd0i MO Tho, Binh DO0ng, An Phu Béng... TOt ¢l bl n be, nglli cao nién cing
cO...d0u nglc nhién “Hli cai gi ma ki clc vly chl ?” “Sao ma kO cOc?” “Thi clu khi la clu
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khi...chO ai ma hiilam gi. C6 ai hii gdo, mOm, cay mit, cay xo0ai???T0i sao va tli sao héng.
Bing cltcl cha ndi.”

0, thi nhd da noi, xJa da bay thi nay cl vy ma kéu thoi, khéng co ai thlc gi hOt trin hit tr0i.
NhO 10§ nam nO m nam x0a, nhi ng em bé Sai Gon v din H6c Mon, Ba Bilm, Trlng Bang la
ngl ra coi con trau, con bo, con heo, con viit...r0i nhing cau hii “ngl ngln” trd con nhi “Sao
convltné niidllOc vly ma?” “T0i sao cai cl con co cao ngong vy hi ba?” “Con Inh 00ng sao
ma kéu to thd ?” LOi nhD chuyl n HIng Thac xay thanh va Khi'ng TO bi khéng tr0 I0i d00c “Thanh
tranh xe hay xe tranh thanh.”

B¢ Khil ng Phu TO labdc “VOn ThO SO Bilu” ma con thua dila bé con HO ng Thac thi nhim
nho gi nh ng bl ¢ cha md binh thO0ng!?

Théi ciing danh mOt kil p ngu ngd, cay clu khi la cay cOu khd. Bi tim vO nhOng kho tang thi
diOc cau trD 10i nhO thD nay: Monkey bridge: A small, usually open platform located above the
main bridge, as on a powerboat, equipped with a secondary set of navigational controls. Also
called fly bridge. Cling c6 gilli thich nh vy “a raised fore-and-aft catwalk permitting safe
passage when the weather deck is washed by heavy seas.”

Trong sach clla hing dl o thi cé ndi vO chilc (khdng phlli cay dau nhé) clu khi, va chilc clu
khi dé c6 cong dilng thi n0y “Cub and Boy Scouts and prospective Scouts will have an
opportunity to walk across a 50 foot monkey bridge -- a

rope bridge

supported by lashed timbers.

Va "A monkey bridge is usually made out of rope and Boy Scouts are urged to carry rope with
them all the time,"

Trong hing d0o khi mOt em Séi con din tuli tr00ng thanh (Webelos) s dic tiin dla lén
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doan, (t0c Ién mit sinh hol't cao hi n trong Boy Scouts), em Séi phii b00c qua mitchilc clu “a
Webelos crossover bridge”, glli la clu khi ... The bridge should be used in a ceremonial way,
with emphasis on the meaning of crossing.

Va, mit du khach MO dlin Viot Nam, khi tham vung I0c ti nh da chi p hinh chil ¢ cOu khi va ghi
I0i trong nhOt ky cOa 6ng rl ng “l wonder what could be dangerous about crossing a river
precariously balanced on two bamboo poles?

Trong hilIng dio vilc lam mit cay clu khi la mOt trong nhil u chuyén hillu (merit badge) ma
cac em hI0ng dlo cln bilt “A Patrol can build a Monkey Bridge during an afternoon in camp or
on a whole-day hike--and that's real pioneering.”

Trong villc xay ding mit cay clu khd nhi thD da di0c vit thanh sach hi0ng di nMonkey
Bridge Construction

di0c éng William Hillcourt, m0t chuyén gia vO thl céng clla hi0ng dl o Hoa KO (National
Director of Scoutcraft) da vil't va di0 ¢ dang trong tip chi hi0ng dio (

Boy's Life

) Ong ta vilt v cay cOu khD nhi sau “The construction of a MONKEY Bridge is a pioneering
feat that will thrill your gang. The monkey-type of bridge has the advantage over the usual
pioneering bridge that it can he used to span a much greater distance--up to one hundred feet.
Baden-Powell (ThO 1anh cla HIOng BOo thd gili) brought the idea from India. There he had
seen the natives in the Himalayan mountains make "bridges out of three ropes . . . connected
together so that one rope: forms the footpath and the others make the handrail on each side."
He drew a picture of such a bridge and described it in

Scouting for Boys

It wouldn't be much fun to cross this kind of swaying bridge over a deep mountain chasm, but
it's fun in camp where the worst you could get out of a slip would be a ducking. Three long
manila ropes are required. The foot rope should he one inch in diameter, the hand ropes
one-half inch. The ropes should be about thirty feet longer than the width of the river to provide
enough length for anchoring. The stringers are made of one-quarter inch rope. As they are
placed three feet apart, you will get the number of them by dividing the length of the bridge span
by three. In Addition, you will need quarter-inch rope for lashings. The wood part of the
construction consists of four logs for shear legs, twelve feet long, four inches thick, and two
cross pieces, three inches thick, four to five feet long. To do an effective job, divide the gang
into two teams--one team to make the shear legs, the other to lay out the ropes ad attach the
stringers. When these two jobs are done, the whole gang works together on the erection of the
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bridge.”

NhDO vOy, chilc clu khd khéng philam b0 ng cay nhi Vilt Nam, cho nén ngl0i Vilt gdi n6 la
Cay COu Khi, va ngd0i MJ gli n6 la Monkey Bridge. Va ding nh c6 mitngd0itd nIn Viot
Nam tén Lan Cao (qué 0 miln Tay) da vilt mit t0p truyOn vi cay COu Khi-rit nOi tiDng-di0c
nhidu ngd0i MO don dic.

Cay clu khi, nhi, dn gil n, qué mua c6 khi p thon lang miln tdy LOc TOnh @& di vao thd gi0i.
Hiln nay, cay clu khi vincon dilc x0 ding tdi Vit Nam. Cé miy ai 0 mil n tay ma khéng mi't
I0n qua clu khi ? C6 nhi ng chuyOn tinh ctiing b0t d0u t0 cay clu kh ni yEes

MiOn Tay Nam B0 séng rlch ching chit, m00ng trong lang, rdch nhd kinh I0n khO p ndi...va
nhilu ndi trén cung mit con kinh, con r0 ch gila nhi ng hang dila n00c¢ lung linh ta cé thO nhin
th0'y hang chlc cay clu khi cheo leo blt ngang qua. Ai cting bil't, cOu khd do dén lang chung
g6p ma lam va chilng c6 kU hol ch hay ching trinh gi cl, thOy tiln thi b0t qua d0 di, thay vi
phii di tht xa ra tOn cay clu duc, hollc ra con diIng I0n d0 qua cOu. Nha nl'y qua nha kia, bén
ndy bl 0c qua bén kia chi cIn cay cOu khi. (N6i vi'y chl khéng phUilam cho c6, lam 0y d00c).
Séng rlch MiDn Nam la dd0 ng giao théng ghe xulng qua ITi, ngd0i ta lam cOu kho tuy khéng
phiila kiOn trac sO, clu di0ng gi ¢ nhing viln c6 “vil n kil n” thOy xa tréng r0ng, h0 da lam clu
khO lam th0 nao ghe xulng vOn I0u théng dO dang.

Cau clu khi cing di vao dli si ng dan qué:

Oul...

Vi dlu clu van dong dinh,

Clutre Dt Do ghlp ghl nh kho di.
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Kho di, md dit con di,

Con diti0ng hilc, m0 di tf0 ng di i.

Cay clu kh vin6 [0t 100 nén gh p ghl nh khé di, cho nén con tr0 qua cOu phli cln ban tay mO
dit. Cay clu khl dn s dé nhi cay clu cullc dlichOng luc nao bl ng phing cl, cho nén con
tr0 phOinhD mO nhO cha.

Cac conli, chau bé trail i!

“Vi phl ng 10 ng dli bl ng phl ng cl

Anh hung hao kil t ¢6 hl n ai

Du sau nly chau Ion Ién, chau thanh 6ng hoang ba chua, chau dil ng quén da cé ngay nao dé
trong cul ¢ dli, chau la dla bé cln ban tay cda md, cla cha dl I0n nén ngdOi.
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