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ROi dém dai cting hit, lioc thdy da gon 11 gil 30, t6i thu din IDi nhd ng vil ¢ riéng cl a minh d0
sUa soln ra bai dlu, déng s va kil m tidn cho mOy ngi0i sOp hit ca vl nghO.

TrOi khuya ving IDng, t0t c0 chuyln bay dln dlu da dap xong. Trong bai dl u, m0t hai nhém
khéach nhin hanh ly tr0 dang rlo bO0c tim vi xe cla hd vOi hanh Iy kéo 1é rin r0t theo sau. Ang
chOng phli mOt 10 phat cho dam khach nly IDy xe va lai ra cng tr0 tiln, t6i thong thO rdo bl0c
vong quanh miy trim xem I0i c0a n0 o. May vl n v, gi6 I0nh, thO nao dém nay cing mOa to va
bén trong booth, t0c la cai trim cla ngl i thau tiDn, may moc va cac hic tiln sO 00t sting ndu
cladl ho, vi khu vl c phi trd0ng tring tr0i, gié I0ng I0ng, chd cOn mO hé cla ching mOt ngdn
tay, n00c mda sO vung vai dly trén cac may méc tinh tion va h0 thing dé hdm sau 0t glp dU
thO tr0 ngUi.

Sau khit0t hOt cac den chilu sang I0i ra, cdnh vt tr0 nén am u, chd con den trong booth hi't
xull ng thanh vt dai trén nIn xi mang xam x0t. Toi chit gilt n0y ngl0i khi suyt d0ng vao mit
di ng den thui dang ngli b0t xul ng thi'm, d0a I0 ng vao thanh st dll ng sau cai booth, thil phi
pho, " hin" phlimdtnhOc I0m mOing0idli xudng thOm xi mang I0nh 0o dang 00t d0m sO0ng
dém. MOt ngl i da den, trong chil ¢ 40 bong bu xu, khéng ré dan éng hay dan ba, dili chillc mQ
vli c6 vanh nh chung quanh nhi cla mdy ngd0i linh bi't kich nam x0a hay ddi, trdi t0i qua
khéng nhin di0c rd mOt, téi e ngli blOc lui [0, hOi:

- Sao "you" I0ingli 0 day? You c6 cOn giup gi khéng?

HOi thd phi pho dap I0i:

- Téi khéng tim d0 0 c xe cla minh...

rli ngdng mOt chat nhd d0 10y hoithém, hi n cau kO nh:

- Cai phitriOng chittiltclamOy éng ric rli qua, lam ngdOita I0n I0n lung tung!
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- Khéng dau...

Téi ndi va chll vao hang xe dang tiln diin din gin cOng tr0 ti0n, t6i bl o hi n:

- You c6 thOy miy ngl0i kia khéng, h0 tim ra xe minh r0t d0 dang.

HOn n6i g0 n nhd 10m b0 m trong mi0 ng:

- Téi khdng gilng nhi hO.

D1 nhién i, téi thO m nght, va d0 chO'm dOt déi co, t6i hii ngay:

- Xe you diu 0 day bao lau rdi?

- 7 ngay.

- OK, nhlng you c6 chilc la d0u trong bai nl'y khéng, phi trd0ng con c6 nhil u bai dl u khac nhau
nda do.

HOn im IOng, t0 vO phan van, t6i hoi til p:

- Vé glli xe cla you mau gi?
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- Ching bilt n0a, né 0 trong xe. Cai xe thi mau xanh, dark blue, Chevy 2000.

SO hOn ndi gidn téi khdng dam néi la 0 trong niy, dark blue Chevy 2000 c6 cl tram chil ¢ nhi
tho.

- Théi cho t6i bl ng sl xe, t6i s tim ra n6 n0m 0 dau rli chd d00ng cho you din dé, OK?

-BOng sl xe?

- Vang, chang t6i kil m ké xe hi ng dém, bl ng bl ng sO. You c6 vl khéng nh s xe minh hd ?

- No way..

NhOng ngay ddu mUi vao lam 0 day, t6i r0t ghét nhing ngl0ichD c6 blng s xe cla minh ma
ctng khéng nhil di0c, nhing sau mOt thOi gian, t6i mOi hiDu ra la hO c6 thd c6 nhilu xe, va thay
dii xe luén ch khéng phlichl di c6 mit chilc, va ctiing khdng phli khi nao xe chly hit ndi mOi
dii chil c khac nhD minh nén t6i mOi hit thy bl c minh vi chuyln dé, con gill day, mit ngiOi
ma s c khO e tan t0 nhO thd nOdy thi vi0 c khdng nhi d00c sU xe minh cting la dilu d0 hid u, khéng
dang phiithOc mic l0m.

Nhin doan xe ra cing da giin hit, t6i sUp phUilam vilc nén bl o ngl Ui da den:

- GOi phone vl nha you xem cé ai nhil diiIc sl xe khéng rlli cho t6i hay, t6i phli déng s cho
ngCU0i cashier nly ra vl dar0iquay I0i vliyou sau nhé.

HO n nhin téi lo 0 ng:
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- Con ai 0 nha nla dau, chi c6 vO t6i ma cling dang 0 day vli toi.

- ThO thi t6i chi u thua lubn, lam sao giup you diilc.

ROi nhin hO n &i ng0i, t6i n6i thém clu may:

- Tri O c khi di, you rang tim xem c6 cai thd gily gi ¢6 thD c6 sO xe O trong d6 khong, gily dang
bl xe clla DMV, gily mua blo hilm xe... ¢l ging |én, dé la cach sau cung dil cé thD giup 6ng
dilc dily — bay gil thi t6i bilt hi n la dan éng 0.

HOn IO0m cOm ding dly, mOt ngdOi dan 6ng den, mit may thé ki ch, r&du bl ¢ Ian phin dly 2 bén
ma, chl ¢ ciing phli 6, 70 tuli holc hin nOa, bD0c chan ning nd ddn bén qul ng sang cla anh
den, khé khan I0m mOi méc ra di0c cdi viday cim, rdil0n 00t 16i ra cac th gily t0. Téi vl a
lam villc minh vO a lil ¢ nhin gium cho hOn, thO'y cai gil'y in chl xanh quen thull ¢ c0a DMV, t0i
thD phao: N6 kia. Nhi ng khdng phii, d6 chi la cai gily chilng nhin ngd0i dan 6ng la handicap
thoi, mit ngl0ith0Ong t0t, thU o nao di dl ng khi p khil ng, chdm chl p. Hinh nh0 mOt ban tay
ctng khéng x0 ding dilc, chD di chin cai vi cho tay kia I0c I0i gily t0 ma théi. Tdi ai ngli ndi
vli ba cashier ngli MO cting dang theo déi cau chuyl n:

- NOy Rosa, théi ba dil m ti0 n di nhé, t6i phi giup hO n mit tay day.

- OK, di nhién, trong "him" cting dang thi 0 ng qu4, nhi ng ba niu tay t6i n6i nhl : ma éng coi
ching tr0 gi0 clatéinhé, gin 12 gil rdidly.

- Khéng sao dau Rosa, tbéi quay IDi vli ba ngay.

Trong cai mi gily t0 hOn din cla ga dan 6ng da den niy, t6i thoang thl'y di0c mOt lodi gily
lam t6i r0t xdc d0ng, ma ndu khéng nhin thdy no, chla chl ¢ t6i d& hit sUc giup d0 6ng lac Oy,
lo0i gily do la cai thd DAV Goldcard Membership. DAV la Disabled American Veterans, COu
chiln binh tan ph MO. Khéng bilt éng ta c6 phlila mOt cOu chil n binh hay khéng, nhl ng da
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déng gop giup dil cho hii CCB niy, déng gbp kha lau va cé thi |a kha nhilu nén mii cé thi
Goldcard nhl thl, chia sO ti0n tr0 cOp tan phd c0a minh cho nhing ngl0i tan ph0 khac, thO't
cm ding, 6ng gia da den nly cao hin nhing gi t6i da danh gia vl éng, "dlng danh gia mit
con ngdiqua bl ngoaicla hl", baihlcnly dadilcdlytl bao gill macl vlp phdihoai. Toi
th0'y ngl 0 ng, khéng dam nhin vao mit éng trong Iic éng cl nhin t6i chl dli. T6i nhd nhang noi

-Gil chOt nhOng th n0y éng nhé, khdng thi gié thli bay mOt.

Sau khi ba Rosa xong vil ¢ va r0i khOi booth, thOy 6ng gia c6 vO tin cOy minh va than thiln hi n,
t6i hoi:

- VO éng dang dUi 0 dau?

- Tri0c clathang may ting 3, t6i cl ngl la minh d0u xe 0 do.

-B00c rli, 6ng c6 nght la con lodi gily t0 nao lién quan A n chil ¢ xe nila khéng?

Ong gia l0c I0ithém nla rlidla ra mit caigily...chl c6 s VIN.

Thiy 6ng tim gily t0 mOt cach qué khé khan va chim chip, téi hoi:

- Téi c6 thd tim giup 6ng dilc khéng?

- Why not?... please .
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COm 0y céi vivami gily t0 hin d0n vao trong cho khii b0 gi6 thii bay, t6i cOnthOn xOp cOt I0i
nhOng gily t0 khéng cOn thilt, va do d6 ngl ngang thly di0c thém mit phln trai tim bao la n0 a
cla 6ng lao tan t0t, d6 la mOt phong bi c6 in sUn dia chd cla PVA, va xuyén qua anh dén sang
trdng, t6i thOy da c6 mOt t0m check n0m sn 0 bén trong. TO m check ky bao nhiéu til n thi t6i
khéng bilt, nho ng PVA va céi logo c6 hinh ngi0i ngli xe lan thi vii téi khéng 10 gi, do la
Paralyzed Veterans of America, COu chin binh bli li0t Hoa KO . Hoa ra éng gia den dua xOu xi
nly day la an nhéan clia cl 2 hii COu chil n binh M. Téi khéng bilt rd I[0m nhing holt ding cla
2 hii n0y vi khdng bao gill diic hIt nhOng gily t0 cOa hi gdi, nhing téi bilt hO la nhOng clu
chiln binh, phiilc vl gitp d0 I0i cho nhi ng cOu chil n binh khac ydu duli, tan ph0 h0 n minh, hay
noéi theo cach nhng ngd0i Vilt minh hay noi, tan nhi ng khéng phU .

Chung t6i dI ng nhin nhau, d'y thil n c m. Téi nhin 6ng, va khéng gil u didm s ngl 0 ng mO
nhO ng khéng dam nai ra vi minh coi 1én gily t0 riéng t0 cla ngl0i khac, con éng thi nhin t6i tin
cly, nght la chOc t6i sO tim ra di0c chilc xe cla 6ng, tuy viy, culi cung vl n khdng c6 mit chi
tilt gi hO'n vO chilc xe clla 6ng cl, t6i quylt dinh phii chl éng di vong quanh cac bai diu dl
cho 6ng nhin t0ng chillc mOt, va nhO vy t6i ¢é thD v nha tr0 hOn th00ng ngay chling nda gil.

Toiblo éng glichobavl, dincl chl tlichd va hdibl xem c6 nhi di0c gi thém vl vilc diu
xe hay khéng rli cho bilt khi t6i tr0 101, vi t6i phli vao van phong nllp hi't bao cdo cla cashier
mOichOm dOt nhilm vO cO0a minh hdm nay. HO n 20 phdt sau, quay I0i vOi xe riéng c0a minh thi
ba vl cla 6ng cling da diln d6, vii m0 hanh ly h'n din. Ba cting la mOt ngi0i da den, nhi con,
ndi nang nh nh ddu dang thit khac hin vOianh ching .

HO t0 gildi thidu: Paul va Helena, trong luc chang t6i da yén vO trén xe.

- GO t6i la Tony 6ng ba nhe.

- Okedo.

Paul blt ra til ng OK ma nh ng nglCi linh hay dung lam t6i nghe ma xuc dl ng, t00ng nhl nghe
bl n minh dang néi trén t0n sO vo6 tuyl n nhl nh ng ngay nao.
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HO c6 vO rOt yén tam, tholi mai hiin ra, con t6i r0t vui di0c c6 dip giup d0 nhing ngldicd tm
long t0t nhD hO.

Paul khéng phUi la ng00i vui chuydn kO 10 ba hoa nhd nhdng ngl Ui da den khac, 6ng ndi it
gilng trim trim c6 10 t0i tubi gia, téi khii chuyln cla minh trd0c ma ctng c6 y ngd m tim hidu
thém vl Paul :

-0 tuli cOa 6ng chic cé nghe ndi ddn chil n tranh Vilt Nam, qué hi0ng cla téi dé Paul, t6i r0i
qué sang day da 15 nam .

CO 2 ngO0iim I0ng hOi lau, rdi Paul cOt gil ng khan khan.

-Téidan dé... din vl t6i dong dau do trén vung cao nguyén, tén la An Khé.

- Thottho 0, con téi thi 0 Pleiku, khéng xa ni do6 la bao nhiéu, chl ¢ éng cling thi0ng dl0c yIm
tr0 10 phi tr00ng Pleiku chO.

- Vang, di nhién...hJu nhD mOingay, varli mitlon... chuyOn chOtti0t Oy xOy ra cho t6i, h
mang téi vl MO, cla cOt chan, va dl t6i rli quan dii t0 dé, nam 1967.

SO nh ¢ d0n chuydn cd lam éng khéng vui, t6i hili qua hi 0 ng khac :

- Nam 67, chic éng con tr0 I0m, lc 0y da cé bl chia ?

- Vao ngay gili ngd, tf)i vlla dung 20. Helena con 0 10i Vit Nam, nang la mOty t4, v MO nam
sau r0i l0i phdi sang Au chau. Téi tr0 I0itr00ng BOi hD ¢, nh ng khéng hil ¢ hanh di0c gi, chi t0i
ngay bilu tinh phi n chin, rdi nghi0n ngl p, chan chi0ng, suyt t0 t0. May sao dé la luc Helena
tr0 vO...
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Paul khéng bilt din t0 gi hOn n0a, chO chOm réi g0t gu, néi thém nheé nh :

- Nang la mOt thién thO n, dOi vOi t6i.

- DT nhién i, t6i thOy ba r0t dJu dang dii v i 6ng...

va mull n néi thém vii Paul : Ong ciing 1& mit thién thO n, tuy ring da gay canh, nhing vin cl 13
mOt thién thOn dli v0i nhOng ngd0i b0t hd nh kh&c. Nhi ng t6i da yén IO ng. Paul chic 1a lo0 i
ngl0i khéng thich nhi ng 10i khen.

ChOy vong chim chl m qua cac day xe, chung t6i I0i néi chuyl n, Paul va Helena cé v than
mOt, tin c0y hOn, hO kO thém vO culc sUng gia dinh, kO vO ti0u bang Alabama, ndi 6ng va
Helena IO n I1én. Khdng van hoa mau me, Paul thanh thO ¢ kO 0 n0i dau cla nhing ngCOi linh tr0
vl, nhOt la nhO ng cOu chil n binh da den nh0 6ng, nhilng ngd0i ndilo0n bl clnh sat danh dip,
dan tinh cting hit hi, din ndi éng phii b0 xe lan t0p di nOng, rdi phii bl ning di blng chan
gil, cInrang nult xudng ndidau vla tdm hin vla thd xac di di hOc, cd kilm |0y mOnh bl ng
chl d0 lam gido vién thoi, vi mit ban tay éng cU té lilt din va rdi thi khéng con ¢ ding mOy
ngéntay dilcnla...

Téi cl giing trd 10i cai didu ma téi muln hii :

- La mdt cOu chiln binh, h'n éng hilu hO nhiCu I0m nhDo ?

- P00 ng nhién r0i, t6i hilu hO 10m éng Tony O, vi t6i da tOng la h0. Lam xong b0 n phin cla mOt
ngCOi linh, cho du ¢cé la mOt anh hung di chang nia, cOt chan tr0 vO, cli trfd quan phic, h0 nhi
nhOng con chim b0 vOttrli hOt 16ng, khéng cé ngay din I0p ao dl t0 vO, ma ctng khdng thl
gilu minh hoai trong t0 d00c, phi chui ra ngoai d0 kiom an nda chi...
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...gi0ng éng v n trim trdm nhO th00Ong c0 m cho nhing ngl Ui cu chil n binh nao do, khéng hi
c6 0n gilu mOt chat gi cay ding cho chinh s phlin cla minh ...

- T6i ludn ludn ¢ ging lam mOt cai gi cho hi, nhO'ng ¢é lam diC ¢ gi nhilu dau, 1au lau mii giup
di0c mOt mén qua nhi trong céi trll clp cla minh, thO thoi.

- Thi la da nhilu I0m ddi vOi 6ng r0i, Paul 0. Cang thilu thO'n sO chia sO c0a éng mii cang cao
qui. Thi bay gil éng c6 lam mit cdng vil ¢ gi thém nla khéng - t6i n6i nUa dua nda thit - chi
chung téi dang con cl n nhil u cashier I0m dé.

Paul binh thOn tr0 101 :

- Lam gi con thi gill na 6ng, m0 cla Helena cdm 0n Chua ba vin con sing, Helena thi dy hiic
cho |0 tr0 va lam vilc 0 nha thO, t6i phli0 nha cham séc ba cl mOt buli, con buli chilu vao
BOnh viln quan doi gitp vil ¢ thil n nguydn. Chung t6i siing tOm dl, c6 cOn tiln vao vilc gi nla
dau ...

Tim d00c chilc xe cla Paul khéng kho I0m, t6i ph0 giup 2 6ng ba chuyln dil dic sang xe hi,
khi t6i vO a déng nl p thung xe thi 2 nglli da ding sat sau Il ng. Trong tay cOm sin miy t0 gily
bl c, ba Helena trang tring noi :

- COm On Tony, n0u khdng c6 6ng giup thi dém nay chung t6i khéng bilt sU ra sao trong cai phi
trd0ng ring I0n n0y, ching téi hit sOc biltOn sO gitp dU cla édng mic du 6ng chila bao gil bilt
chung t6i, Chua sl phu hi cho éng .

Hit mOt h0i dai tr0 n tinh, t6i gil cht trong tay minh nhi ng ban tay den dua cla hi, néi chOm rai

- Hai ngi0i ding bl n tdm, t6i chd lam c6ng vil ¢ thO0ng ngay cla minh théi. Vang, téi chia hi
gl p 6ng ba I0n nao, nhing édng Paul day ciing dau cé bilt mit ngd0i Vit Nam nao ma 6ng vin
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sang chil'n d0u cho qué hil ng chang t6i, d0 mau trén dit n00c¢ chang t6i, va culi cung da bl
I0i nhO ng ph n than thD trén d0t n00c khéng phUi la cda éng ma la cla chung t6i, vi vy t6i mOUi
la ng00i phOindilén nhOng I0i cOm t0 va biltOn qui b0n vO vilc do...

Paul h n 1a khéng thich nghe ngiiDi khac ca ting minh, 6ng I0p bl p :

- Théi...thdi Tony, d6 chl 1a lam nhidm vO théi, da 0 trong quéan dli thi 6ng cling bil't rOi.

- Vang, cl cho la nhi vy, con bay gil thi sao, khi édng vin tilp t0c gidp d0 d0ng dli, nhilng cOu
chidn binh th0Ong t0t khac. Con c6 nhilu ngd0i nhD minh n0 a, 6ng Paul 0, nghta la nhing clu
chiln binh nh0 chung ta, nhi'ng hO ¢cé lam nhi 6ng dau. Khi nhin thOy t0m thd DAV va PVA cla
ong, t6i kinh phic t0m long cla éng I0m, mO ¢ cho chuyln gi da x0y ra, 6ng vl n khdng quén
c&c quan nhan, cac dl ng dli, ghét chil n tranh nhi ng yéu mi n chil n binh éng nhil. Ong ba rit
x0ng dang di0c Chaa phu hi va blo vO. SO tiln n0y ndu 6ng ba mul n cho t6i thi cho phép t6i
déng gdép vao phiin gitp di cla éng ba cho hi nhé.

Théi da qua khuya ri, xin tOm bil't, chuc hai 6ng ba 1én d00ng binh an.

CO hai nglli diu xuc ding, h0 cIm tay t6i khan khan ndi tit ng cdm 0n, trong cai d&m vai cla
nhOng ngl0i khdng quen bilt nhl ng da hil u nhau, t6i thiy mOt Paul dim 00t, nhO ng chD mOt
bén thoi, con con mit bén kia vl n trong séng, vo hin. O, hod ra nhing gi ma Paul bl 10 trén
qué hi 0 ng téi nam nao, khéng phii chl cé mit ban tay, mit ban chédn ma con cé thém mit con
mitnUa.

Ong Paul i, ¢l thD 6ng thi0ng tin nhi vy ma ti m ldng thi bao la vé ciing. Xin chan thanh
cImOn éng.

10/10



