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"D0 con dang D tlli Fort Sill0 Oklahoma, nay Ba!'Quy VI nao c6 thi i gil cing nén di c bai
00 ng thul t nay di bilt thém Vi cach hul n luyd n mit quén nhén trén ditnilc Hoa Kl vi I 2
mit"dicdic&tridic"maco l nhing tén bl dli, céng an dla Vil t cl ng khéng bao gil dili ¢
dao 1o nhl vy, nén chung bil n thanh nhl ng tén cén dJ chl bilt hliddn ma khilp nhl0c tfl0c
KJ tha xam I n qué hi0 ng.

Tac gii Ph0 m, Minh-BX ¢ sinh nam 1984 t1i Vil t Nam, f1i Hoa KO luc 7 tuli. TO t nghil p t10 ng
B1-Binh Fort Silll OK ngay 3/10/2002. Trinh dii n S1-Doan 3 BB. Tl Kuwait iilltsamic 15
ngay dém, chid m Phi-Tii0 ng va Thl D6 Ba-Pa. ba tl vl din vl i can cl Savannah[ Gorgia.
Ngay 13 thang 8 sl p f1i sl la sinh nhl t thl 20 c0a Phl m Minh D0 c. Mong B0 c s vilttilp Al i
ky c a chang ci u chil n binh khi vao 20.

Diln tholi reo. 0 dlu giay, ti0 ng noi cU a Ba t6i:

"Oa, condichllidau mahin 12 gil démchiavid?"

"D0 condang 0 tr0i Fort Sill 0 Oklahoma, nay Ba!"

"Con lam gi bén do?"

"DO0 con volunteer vd Army".

" TrOil Ai ky gil'y cho con?"

"DO0 con gil chd ky cOa Ba!"

TOi sao con khong di Khéng quan, HIi quan ma l0a chi BO binh?

DO Air Force hay Navy phUi sign up (ky ) 4 nam, ma con khéng muln 0 linh 1au. ChD c6 Army
hay Marine Corp (ThOy Quan L0 c-Chill n) la cho 2 nam théi....
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Téi sinh ngay Aug 13 th, 1984 nén khi d0n trli hun luyO n b0 binh Fort Sill ngay Jul 7 th, 2002
t6i chDa db 18 tuli. Vivly, chl ky "dingy "cla cha m0 do chinh t6i ky. B0i nao Ba M4 t6i chdu
ky tén cho téi di linh, khi t6i da hic 6 I0p AP (Advanced Placement) trong 3 nam lién tlc. LOp
10-12 t0i tr0 0 ng Westminster va t0t nghil p trung hi ¢ 4 ch m. Ba m& t6i mul n t6i phli hUc dli
hic UC Irvine, hay UC Los Angeles dU' lam mUt villc gi do6 trong phong I0 nh!

Ngay diu tién t0i Recruiting Station Center (Trom TuyOn M0O) 0 Los Angeles. Téi phlli kham siic
khi e t0 ng quét, phlilam m0Ot bai thi mOt 4 gi0 d0ng hO, n6i chuyl n vii counselor, ky tén vao

bl n enlistment agreement (tinh trl ng hil n di ch) la mOt lo0i contract (kh0 00c) nai rd thii gian
phic vO, nhing hul n luyOn phOitrdi qua. Trong thii gian Basic Combat Training (BCT: Hul n
luyOn chidn d0u cO bln), ngl0ilinh chl d00c di0n tholi vO gia dinh trong tri0ng hOp khO'n clp
hay khi d00c khen th00ng dl ¢ bilt ma théi. Thii gian huln luy0n BCT la 9 tuln I0. Sau khi chin
nganh, sl tilp t0c Advanced Invidual Training (AIT) t0 7 t0i 14 tuOnI0 n0a 0 mOt ndi khac. Thii
gian AIT ladi0c huln luy0n vO chuyén nganh dic bilt goi la Military Occupational Speciality
(MOS)i. Sau MOS, ngdilinh sO di0c diDu dibltcl niinao tuy theo nhu clu. TOtcl cac dilu
trén t6i phii bilt hOt ngay tri0c khi vé linh.

Bl n ngay hin,téi I0ng ID mang theo mit b0 quln ao va ban chli danh rang lén phi trl0 ng.
Khéng muln cho ai bill't. Téi hoan t0t thl t0c nhip ngt 0 Military Entrance Processing Station
(MEPS) Los Angeles luc 5 gi sang. Chlla mic quan phUc, t6i da b0t dlu gil t0 dli hOc sinh
qua I0i thD : "I do solemnly swear that | will support and defend the Constitution of the United
States against all ennemies, foreign and domestic..."(Téi long tring thd rOng sO bl o vO Hil'n
-Phap Hoa-KO chiing IDi m0i kO thu t0 bén ngoai hay trong ni0c....) Téi mudn bilt phinOng cla
bl n théan t6i thD nao dli vOithO gili nay. Toi khdng bilt vil c gi dang x0y ra. Nil m vui, hO nh
phuc, bull n phil n, thO't vO ng, tinh yéu, nh tilc...cung mOt lUc trong ldong t6i. My bay rli phi
trd0ng Los Angeles ghé Dallas/ Texas r0i chuylln qua mdt may bay nhi 12 chl ngOi
(connecting flight), xul ng phi tri0ng quan s Lawton 0 Oklahoma. NOu bay thd ng thi phi dap
xull ng phi trd0 ng Oklahoma City, va t0 dé lai xe hin 2 gil ding h0 mOit0i Fort Sill. PhidDo cla
Lawton khéng di chilu dai cho may bay I0n.

Ngay diu tién kham sl c khi e, sU ky cla téi la 105 pounds. T6i b0 lodi vi "underweight", nghia
latring I00ng dd0imOc tdithiDula 5 can! Ching I0 xach goi vl nha thi qué qua! Téi béen vao
glp mitbac st quany, clp blc BUi- Gy, dJ xin gidp. 0ng bl o t6i vi nha lam sao mdp thém 5
can ndamiidd, blivisung dinva dl trang b0 cla t6i co thl nlng t0i 100 pounds, lam sao toi
kham n0i? TGi liln tr0 107 éng la t6i da hi ¢ Kung Fu vii Master Ha Qu ¢ Tril u-Chung t0i dai den
r0i, nén t6i d0 sUc. 0ng hli Master Chung la ai? Toi n6i Bruce Lee (Ly-Til u-Long) la ng00i mOt
thOi lam rung chuydn man bl ¢ v i nhi ng film d0 m da ma chi thing gili World Martial
Championship c6 1 [0n. Con Master cla tao da thing gili 0y 4 [0n! Bac si trdn mdt "Really?"
Nhanh nhO chip téi chly vong ra sau lI0ng, ém ludn cai ghll ¢é 0ng ngli, nhi ¢ bing Ién. 0 ng
khéng bl con I0m, sic nOng chD dd 150 pounds. Toi da tl I00ng s c minh. Qué blt ngl, 0ng
khéng kO p phin 0ng gi, nhi ng 0ng vl n n6i "wonderful" va ky gily "Waiver" (mil n trdng I00 ng)
do t6i dem nOp t0i Reception Center (Trung-Tam Ti0 p NhOn). NOi day, Personel records
processing la lam t6i hi't hi n nhOt. Computer vl a scane xong, t6i cho tay vao mit cai la til u sl
clatdi xult hiln dly d0. Tr00c ngay nhip ngd, tdi lai xe bl 2 céi tickets ngay nao. 0 trung hic
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Westminster cé mOt I0n [én hat thul ¢ trong trl0ng b0 blt ngay nao... Cling may, la t6i chl a lam
dilu gi qua dang!

T6i tr0 thanh mOt hoa thO 0 ng, sau khi cai dJu bl clo trdc l6c. HO chlp hinh lan tay clp ID quén
nhan. HO do mOt cOn thD va phat mit mOt kidng d0 ¢ bilt. Kil ng nay deo khi danh gil c. Ném
xullng di't, dlp Ién chl ng nhIm nho gi! HO chich thuDc ngda ¢ thly 9 I10n va kham sl ¢ khol kO
I00ng d0 bl o dim tan binh d0 sl ¢ khi ¢ phU ¢ nhi ng hudn luyl n vé cung gian nan.

Clp phaty phiiclabilc diu. HO do diu dl may nén, do chan di déng giay thi thao, giay
boots, do ni d may qul n ao thun, t0p th0 thao trong mua He, mua Bdng va uniforms (quan
phic). Lubn cO v va do 16t cing dung size cla mi ngl0i. Tuln 10 d0u tién chO la introduction:
HO ¢ thD thao, di, barracks order la bai hi ¢ lam sao trlli gil 0 ng cho thl ng va qudn 4o, giay ma
dl vao duang vO tri nao dU thanh tra. BOOc ti0 p theo la Drill and Ceremony la di d0 ng va chao
dung I0 nghi quan cach ding thii ¢l p phat v khi, cach thao rap va bl o tri sung M-16 A2.

"Fall in "(B0 ng vao hang).

Tiong rdng cl a Drill Sergeant (Trung st hul n luyd n vién) khéng thua gi Kim-Mao SOn-VO0ng
TO-TOn trong truydn B0 Long Pao cla Kim-Dung. Con nit ding gdn chic té dai ra qul n hay
chit gic! "BOc here Drill Sergeant”. Téi phUi tr0 I0i bl ng tén cla minh. MOt g00ng mOt den thui,
I0nh lung khéng bao gill cO0i, dly uy quydn, t0 tin va chuyén nghilp. Y ngdo nghll bl 0c tli nhin
chi'm chOp vao dam linh. BOt thinh linh cOt gidng: "l am your Drill Sergeant and | will teach you
how to become a soldier". (T6i la Trung -ST Hu n Luydn Vién cla cac bl n va t6i sU huln luyln
cac bl n lam sao dil thanh mOt ngh0i linh.). C6 10 day la I0i gili thilu sult 20 nam qua khéng
thay dli. (Ong hudn luyOn O trdi nay hO'n 20 nam). B6i mOt rlc I0a cul ng nhilt d6 da theo t6i vao
trong cU gilc ngl. Huln luyl n vién ddy mOc quan phU ¢ nhi thd nao, dii nén, mang giay ra sao,
chao nhi thl nao, deo huy chilng gi 0 dau, nhin diln clp bdc nhd thd nao... ngay cO dila
ctng diy lam sao gi0l v sinh chung.

TuOn ddu tién hul n luydn cO bOn: Physical Training (PT). Tiéu chulln d0 ra cho nam t0 17 t0i 21
tuli la Push-Ups (hit d0t) t0i thiDu 42 cai, t0i da 71. Sit-Ups (n0 m thdng chén, 2 tay trén cl va
ngdidly) 53/78. Chly 2 miles chim nhit la 15 phat 54, nhanh nhit la 13 phat. Con gai thi
Push-Upse 19/42. Sits-Ups la 53/78 va chly la 15:36 / 18:54. Bay gil t6i mUith0m cam On thly
Ha-Qul c-Huy vi vé d00ng cla 0ng dau cé khac gi trli linh? Hi di hi ¢ v, ngay nao téi khdng
bl phit Push-Ups. Cho nén tlli da 71 cai dli vOi t6i la chuyln nhi!

T6i bt dlu thd hun BCT ngay 5/8/2002. Téi t00ng chl ng nhd dang dong film. Trung st huln
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luyOn vién cé thD b0t téi lan ra d0t, I0i xul ng sinh, b0t an trda vii bli dl, chui phong t0m vii ban
chli danh rang. Téi di0c hul n luyl n khéng suy nght, chl tuan I0 nh nh0 mOt cai may. Gila trfl a
néng 105 d0 F ra l0nh chdy. Chim mOt cai la b0 chdOinhd ché. MO héi chlly vao mit cay qua,
vla diatay lau mOt céi. N6 chOid. m. cé cln vac theo cai may I0 nh cho may khdng? Tuln
dlu chly 20 phat. Tul n sau 25. Tuln thd ba la n0a gil. N6 ¢é thO ham dda, phun n00c¢ milng
vao mit, nhing tuydt nhién khéng bao gil huln luyl n vién ding vao ngl0i mdt tan binh nao.
MOt hém, hul n luyl n vién thO'y ddm tan binh mO0t 10 d0 nh, buln bul n ben hi: "Who got girl
friend at home?" (BOn nao c6 bl blch 0 nha?). HOn 1/2 quéan sU hi h0 ng di a tay. Sergeant I0 nh
lung phan: "You don't have to worry about her at home. | f. her the other night at her pussy
stank" (May khOi nhd né. Tao da chli ngay I0 16ng né bl a hém kia"! MOt may mOy tan binh tiu
nghOu! MOi ngay, tOm mit Iuc 62 tén, mOi tén 2 phat. Aén sang, tria, t0i 5 phut. Cé thl ng dang
ngl n0a dém vung ddy chly. Co ID ban ngay khi hul n luy0n, né b0 hétto qua nén tlingd nhip
tam. Chudng bao thi c ltc 4 gil sang. Co6 khi 3.30 am. Ngi khéng qua 4 gill. Vung diy, danh
rang, cl o rau, di cl u... Luc rdi barrack, ra tri gid0 ng phUi thO ng bdng nhl gl 0 ng trong vong 45
phut.- Thi ¢ lac 4 gil va 4 gill 45' la formation(t0p hOp). MJi ngay lam vil ¢ 20 gil, md héi nh0
nhOi. Koo banh, n00c ngdt, thulc la, am nhic, m6i h ng cla bl n gai... da Iui vao di vang, va
khoéng thull ¢ thD gili nay.

Ngay 25.7.2002 t6i vilt la thd d0u tién t0 quéan triing gdi vO nha. Bla chi cla téi la:
PVT PhOm, Minh-DOc

Bldg 6050 NW Rothwell Street

A-1/22 nd 4 Th Platoon (Steele Dogs)

Fort Sill, OK 73503.

Sau Basic Training, t6i phUi thi mOt céi test r0t quan tring. Cau hili bao g0 m todn, hinh hic,
khoa hil ¢, biology, chemistry... Score tli da la 90. Téi dic 87 didm. ST quan kéu tbi I1én trinh

dif n. 0ng chic mi ng va ndi la toi di0c chin di hi ¢ intelligence(tinh bao). Téi hili intelligence la
lam gi? TOi sao t6i dil0c chin? Ong néu ra 3 ly do: Toi la ngd i co score cao nhit cla platoon
(trung di), nén vinh dJ I0m mOid00c. Téi néi di0c 3 thi ti0 ng, Anh, Vil't va Spanish. Thii gian
huO n luydn 2 nam, phic vl 6 nam. 0ng ndi r0ng t6i sU di0c huln luydn chung vOiranger (bi0t
ding quén), di0c hic nhdy du midn phi. (Ngoai dan s0 tn it nhit la 50.000 MO kim mOi hOc
di0c blng du.) Téi trd I0i la t6i khéng dinh O linh 1au nhD vly. 0ng dl p ban mOt céi va bl o t6i
vl suy nght I0i. CO barrack né chi i, né f. t6i te tua. B.m tao ma di0 ¢ chi n di intelligence nhi
may thi chl ¢ chl n con Lynda hang xom trlng béc sO cho tao f. lia chia ngay tao vO phép. B.m
ngay t0 gia nd, n6é chil cho tao bop vu théi. Kéo quin nd xull ng, né khéc, nd ndi mii 16 tuli sl
mang blu rOc r0il0m, rditao v0 khéng cOUind. Thing MJ den nllm bén cl nh t6i néi xong nhe
rang cO0i tring nhin d0 10i cdi l0i d0 hoét!

Cang may, squad (tilu dii) cla t6i vla dilc thi ng gili nhdt trong CCC (combat conditioning
course) nén miidla dilc thiOng 10 phat gli diln thoOi vO nha. Téi hiiy kil n cla Ba téi vi
vilc nén hay khdng nén. Ba t6i cho billt Ia 0 nha da nhin di0c "congratulation" (th0 chic mOng)
t0 West Point gim th0 va mit t0p tai lilu, cac form cOn thilt d0 t6i phii dion va goi di. Batéi dic
r0t nhanh:
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Department of the Army

United States Military Academy

West Point, New York 10996

...10i da qualified cho USMA vi téi da c6 qui ¢ tOch Hoa-Ki, t6i khéng qua 23 tulli, t6i cha co
v, t6i khéng mang b0 u, t6i chda tdng can an phii U tu, t6i t0t nghil p trung hi'c 4 chim, didm thi
SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) cla toi h0n 1.300... Tuy nhién, t6i phli b0 tac gip
nomination, letter of recommendation (th d0 cl) cla cl nghO sTcung dan bilu cla tilu bang
Cali va clla Pho-TOng ThO ng. NOu cha mU t6i tdng phCc vO cho quan dii Hoa-KO thi miln s 40
cl néi trén. NgiOi ky tén bic tho la Boi-Uy Clifford M. Hodges. Gia dinh qul da nhin di0 ¢ thi
trl0c t6il Y kil n c0a Ba t6i 1a ndu phli 0 linh 6 nam thi tli sao khong di West Point di 1am sT
quan? Téi tr0 10i ring mdc du hic 4 nam t0t nghil p, nhi ng it nhOt phOi phdc vD thém 6 nam la
thanh 10 nam. Lau qué!

Ngay hdm sau t6i trinh dil n va cho bil t t6i khong di West Point va cling khéng lam tinh bao, vi
ly do la muln sau 2 nam quén ngd s v nha tilp t0c dli hic. ST quan bl o r0ng t6i chl con mOt
con di0ng duy nhit: dé 1a lam chuyén vién g0 min hay chuyén vién vO vi khi. Nghe g0 min toi
hii10nh x00ng sO ng, nén chd n ngay chuyén vién vi khi. Ngay luc do6 t6i di0c bilt la sau t0t
nghil p Fort Sill, t6i sU d0n til u bang Alabama d0 ti0 p t0 ¢ giai doOn AIT.

Tho Ba, ngay 13.8.2002 Drill Sergeant dem th0 dl n Barrack va kéu tén t6i. TOi né chuc m0ng
On ao. Toi run run mO thD. Bang la ngay sinh nhOt 18 tuli cla t6i. Téi vui vo tin. C6 cl thl cla
Di Tranh va Thanh 0 bén Uc. Trong thil p sinh nhi't gli cho t6i, Ma t6i vil't: “Ngay x0a, hilc
Chinh Ph0 Ngam Khuc, Ma con nh mOy cau thD:

"Chi lam trai d0 m ngan da ngl a

Gieo Thai-SOn nhD t0a hl ng mao

Gia nha deo bl c chil n bao..."

Ngay héom nay Uut BOc cla Ma ciing mO ¢ quéan phic lam linh. Khdng phili Ba Ma khong do slic
nudi con l1én dli hi ¢, nhi ng day la con di0ng con t0 chin:

... Ma bil t rdng con gian khi nhilu

Ma luén la gié nhi hiu hiu

Vi con la bil n trdi nhung nhQ

La cO culc dii Ma chic chiu.

Sinh nhit con, Fort Sill xa x0i

Cé bilt n0ii day Ma boi hi?

NhO thul nO m nbéi con bé nhi
Aum bl ng au y m mai khéng théi

MOOi tam mua Xuan qua tuy0t vOi
Con lubén hic gili d0 Ma vui
VO ng con 0m ddm, nghe bul n t0i
MOiloottho vo, 10 Ma rdi.!"
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MOt nil m nhi thO0ng va cim xdc d4 lam toi phat khéc. NOO ¢ mit da r0i xul ng hdi nao toAi
khéng hay. Chia bao gil t6i bilt thO 0 ng cha th00ng mO nh0 Idc nay. Ma t6i luc nao ciing nOu
an ngon din lén ban, kéu 510n 7 100t t6i chl'a chOu an. La con ut trong gia dinh luc nao téi cling
di0c thiOng yéu, chilu chul ng, mudn gi d00c nOy. Nay cul ¢ s0 ng hoan toan khac. Mt |0 n t4i
nult v i thém mOt milng thOt bo dung vao phat thd 5. Chlla k' p ding diy, Hul n LuyOn Vién
chl ngay vao mit t6i hét 1én: "LOn t0i may chl cOn hO0ivao dit con bo mit caila hOtthem thOt
bo! OK? - "Yes. Sir!” TGi tr0 IDi.

"Blaan [ trdi, phOc v theo I0i all you can eat, hay nh buffet. B0 an ngon va nhillu h0'n b0t cl
buffet nao 0 ngoai.. Nao la thit bo, heo, ga, rau, tréi cay t00i d0 th0, nhing khéng ai di thi gil
dd an. Toi chO nubt I0ng ma khéng bao gil kO p nhai!

Luc con 0 Viot-Nam, Ba t6i t0 MO vidt thD vO din do Ma t6i la khéng cho chang téi hU ¢ til ng
Anh. ChO hOc til ng Vil't ma théi, vi qua t0i MJ chuang t6i sU quén tilng Vilt. Ba chl em chung
t6i di0c thOy c6 t0i nha di'y kem til ng Vilt, toan, va hi ¢ piano. Hang xém nao cing cl0i Ba ti
la khung. Nh ng khi qua MO mUi 7 tuli, t6i da hic hit sach tiong Vilt I0p Ba. Nhilu ngdi cé hO
sU bUo lanh, la cho con nghl hic di hUc tilng Anh. C6 khi 10 nédm sau mii xudt cO nh. NhO ng
ngC0i do til ng Anh thi n6i khéng gillng ai. Tilp t0c¢ hO ¢ thi khéng dilc, vi da nghl t0 1u. T6i t0i
MO hOclOp 20 tr00ng Anderson thanh phll Westminster, CA. Nam Ién I0p 3 1a hOt hO ¢ ESL.
(English As Second Language). Nam I0p 6 da hOc I0p honor v Anh ngl U tr00ng Warner...

ChO mUi 3 tudn hul'n nhilc ma nhd min rach, dung 21 ngay ma téi da quén mot téi la ai. Ma t6i
ctng gdi kem theo qua clla chU Hiln va thd bé Phi-Phi. MOy dong ngul ch ngol c: "Hey, Bic. |
can't believe you're really a soldier. I'm proud of ya. Try and be a lieutenant! Okey? | miss you!
Phi-Phi" (Chao anh Bl c. Em khoéng thl t00ng t00ng anh di linh. ROt hanh didn v anh. Rang
lam Trung ay. OK? Phi Phi nh0 anh)

T6i bilt0n em bé v6 cung. 0 céitulilén 8, I0 ra chl bilt chli game hay xem cartoon. MOy hang
tham hiicla em dl d anh sin sang lam ngl0i linh b0 o vO sO binh yén cho céai thanh phi nOi
em di hoc mii ngay va h nh phdc bén cha mi cla em.

The 7 core Army Values (7 gié tr0 tiéu chulln cla BO binh) ma chung téi phii rén luyln, do la:
Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity, Personal Courage.

1/ Loyalty l1a trung thanh vii hiln phap Hoa-K0, vOi BO binh, vii dIn vO va céac chiln hdu bl ng
nidm tin t00ng thi ¢ sO. Pay la tuln 10 thO hai, phii ho ¢ (Hand To Hand Combat Training (chil n
diu khéng vi khi,) Pugil Training la dd p nhau bl ng chay bl c cao su c6 dili ndén an toan, hi'c
clp clu, x0 diing dla ban tim phiOng hi0ng va x0 ding bl n dl, hic bivouac la cang [0u, cOm
trdi. KO lu0ttuyOt ddi va teamwork (tinh thO n d0ng dli) la mO ¢ tiéu quan trl ng nhi t trong huln
luyOn. Trén chil n tr00ng, déi khi "may sl ng hay chit la nhl ding dli c0a may, chl khéng phli
cha md anh em." Bai test cho nil m tin ddng dli nay la Treadwell Tower, tdc nhly nglla ra sau

t0 Victory Tower cao 30 feet bing mOt sUi gidy do bl n gi0 t0 trén. ChO cOn gidy b0 tult thi ngdOi
nhOy r0i xul ng nat x00ng sl ng. Oam nhi t6i nhiy xullng d nh0 chOi. MOy thd ng m0 p thi khéng
thol i mai chut nao.
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2/ Duty la trach nhil m phOi hoan thanh si ming. Y thdc trach nhil m ma lam, di u khong c6 sl
chl huy cla clp trén. Chung t6i t0p cOn chil n bl ng bayonet (I0Ci I€) g0 n trén d0u sung M-16
A2 gii la Rifle Bayonet Fighting Training (FBFT). Ngay 21/8 hU ¢ vl Nuclear Biological and
Chemical Welfare la lam sao t0 vO trong cul ¢ chil n tranh hoa hi c. Chung t6i phlli deo m0t cai
mOt n0 t0 rap gdm 17 manh tach rli nhau. NOu rap sai thi chit dlc hii s vao ngilivahiuqla
co thd dla tli cai chit. VO khi sinh hoa c6 thd gdp trén chil n trd 0 ng la Sulfur Mustards, lodi hoa
chit c6 thO absorb (thd m thOu) qua dd0ng hé hi'p, mOt va da, gay I0 loét da thi't va lam tan biln
cac t0 bao cla cl thi, tdc hiitly x00ng,h0 thO n kinh va hO thO ng tiéu hoa. Thi[ng tich xOy ra
lién ti0 p khi tilp cOn va s dau d0n kéo dai 4 gil. Chl cUn 10 miligram d0 gilt chOt mOt ngO 0
(khéng cé thul c chia). Cho nén sau khi trang b0 mit n0, chang téi bl dla vao Gas Chamber
trong vong 5 phat. Chl ng nao nga xull ng 5/10 thi cla m0 va tén nao con dilng Al c thi |6i

nhO ng tén kia ra ngoai. MO ¢ du da trang b0 m0t n, chang t6i vin bl phdng rat, éi va xay xi m
mOt may. Thitla mdt kinh nghil m khi ng khi0 p nhit trong hul n luydn.

3/ Respect la th tring d0 di0c nglUi kinh trdng. NgiOi linh ¢ xO tén Kinh, trang nghiém v
ding dli ciing nh0 dan chung dl difc mdinglOi hdidap I0it00ng t0 nhi thd.Tilp t0c bl n basic
rifle markmanship vii target (bia) 50m,100m,150m,200m,250m. B0 n 300m chl con la mit cai
chim xa vut. Thi test Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT) I0n th0 hai. TOt ¢l céc field (mdn) doi
hii it nhOt 50 did m m6T mén. Nhilu tén rit b0 con ma khéng di dilm. T6i diit 250 dilm tic la

dd 100 dil m. Trong khi t6i la ng00i Vidt-Nam duy nhit va nh0 con nhit trong battalion (tiC u
doan) - chilu cao chl c6 5-04 - Con tén nao cing 5-07 tr0 1én. C6 thng 6-04 |la cao nhi hdOu.

4/ Selfless service la quén minh d0 phOc vO. HOc tOp vO I0ch sO oai hung cla Army. NgdOi linh
phiiditioiich cla qulc gia, quan dli va ding diitrén I0i ich bl n than. Day la tuln I0 thD 5, thi
bln sung M-16 A2. Ai d0 dilm dlu sO di0c thIOng 1 badge (huy hiu: gidng huy chdng).
Targets Hits (trang bia) 23-29 la Marksman. 30-35 la Sharpshooter. 36-40 la Expert (thiln x0).
Huy ch00ng thidn x0 ¢é mau trl ng vOi nhanh di0ng lil u bao quanh trén chi "Rifle". Ngay
17/8/2002 chung t6i vl 0t thO ng Combat Conditioning Course (CCC: Bl an BU0ng Chil n Binh)
vli nhilu ch00ng ngli trong thdi gian nhanh nhit. BO00c treo ¢l "guide on" va dilc th0Ong 10
phdat dil n tholi vD nha.

5/ Honor Danh dU la sOng va thd ¢ hiDn mOt cach x0 ng ddng nhilng gia trl cla quan dili. SO hén
hd con t0 hin caichOt. Day la tuln I0 thD 6, phOix0 ding nhilu lo0i va khi cla Hoa-KO. Hic
ném I0u d0n, kilm tra sO an toan cla nd. Cach xU ding min claymore, s an toan cl a firing
wire secured (giay kich hia). HO ¢ va bl n Grenade Launcher (sung phéng I0u) M-203, Squad
Assault Weapon (M-249 SAW) 800 rounds/ phat. B0 n sing chi ng xe tang AT-4 Light Anti-Tank.
HO ¢ Camouflage (ng0y trang) la lam sao di quln &o, nén st, mau da... thich nghi v'i moi

tr0 0 ng xung quanh. Vi di khi di chuyln qua sa mi¢c ma con dl cac nhanh cay xanh t00i bao
quanh ngl0ila t0 sat.
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6/ Integrity 1a sU cong chinh, phlilam dil u dung, hi p phap va khéng trai vii tinh thin dl o dl c.
ChO dung uy quyOn va s ¢ minh ca minh khi thi hanh s mOng vi IDi ich chung, khéng miu dl
t0 I0i c& nhan. Bay gil da bi0c qua tuln thd 7 cé final APFT ch ng minh tan binh da chiln

thO ng mOi thD thach trong hul n luyO n.

7/ Personal Courage (can dam). Ba la tul n thd 8, gdn hoan t0t sO huln luyldn vOi Confidence
Obstacle Course dil tang cl0Ong hip tac vitqua doln di0ng vlinhilu chiOng ngli. HOc t0p
dl di0ng dlu vOisO hOi, hilm nguy va tai 00ng b0t hO nh. NhD n 1anh trach nhidm vO quyOt d0 nh
hanh vi c0a minh. Warrior Field Training Exercise (WFTE) la kO thi danh gia soldiering skills (kD
nang tac chiin cla linh). B0 lam test nay, ngay 23/9 chang t6i phli hanh quan vé ring viitlt cl
quan trang, quan di ng. Bao hi xong mit qua, téi nhly xull ng h0 ngd mOt gil c. Khéng bilt bao
lau, t0nh 10i v n nghe thd ng bén cnh con hi hi'c dao vi n6 bl con qua phlidao hl to hin va
sau hin. TOidOn doi bac nO rIn. Vi trl ng bay t0 tung. Thl ng nao an gian, dao hi cin, bl dinh
voi thi hO sl sO b0 gOch ngang cai cl: died! Hay tén nao ngl quén bl phl ¢ kich gilt mOt sung,
ctng co kit qud t00ng t0. TiDng nO 10 cang luc cang dd dii. NhOng trang dli lién va I0u d0n nO
O0m Om. HJa chau bl c sang gila trli. Trong &m thanh cull ng ni, t6i nghe nhi c¢6 til ng "xung
phong ". Luc Oy t6i mii kham pha ra nhi ng chil ¢ loa khing I0 diu trong ring va sl giao tranh
khOc li0t chO la ghi am dau 0 chiln trl0ng Vilt-Nam. VOy ma tdi n6 cing bl hu té dai luon! MOy
ngay dém déi khat, khéng ranh di di 0a! ROithu din chiln trl0ng, vac ba 16 di bl dung dla ban
vabindl mo mim hOn 10 Miles v 10id0n vO. ThO xac r0 rdi. B6i chan nhd khéng con thul ¢ v
than th0 cla minh n0a. Nhilu thing mi p qua chan bl 10t da, mau chly rdng rong trong giay,
khong thD 10t vD t0itr0i. BO failed (r0t) la phOi hul n luydn 9 tul n khac! Drill Sergeant kU chuyln
c6 mit thO ng 250 pounds, rit khoa thd hai sau 18 tuDn t0p hul n, chD con 150 pounds. Khoa

thD 3 b0 r0t n0a va gly chéan. Fort Sill phli yéu clu gia dinh no t0i nhO n v . Khi ra ¢ ng n6 noi
viitrdilano sO tr0 I0i d0 d0Oc lam linh! Téi kéu trli khdng thO'u, vi 9 tuln t0p huln doi vOi toi da
dai nh0 9 nam! Ngay 30.8.2002 t6i nhln di U c pay check dlu tién. ThO ng MO gia nhOt 31 tuli D
culi Barrack n6 phat dién [én. N6 hi hing khoe v né 0 nha lanh 800 MU -kim / thang. Bon dla
con mii dda 400. TOng cOng miithang chinh ph phiitrl 2.400 $ cho 5 m0 con né 0 nha. VOy
la téi I0. TO ngay vé linh t0i nay, t6i di0c 1.600%. Tr0 til n giay, nén, ao quin, bl o hidm...10 tung.
ChO cdn 300$. Bil't dau tén linh gia v6 linh 1a m0u d0 benefit cho v con n6?

HO6m nay Chl nh0t 1.9.2002. Téi vao nha thi Fort Sill nghe cha gillng. Cay dan Piano tric blc
khiéu khich qué. Cha vl a gilli lao, t6i ngU a tay, t0i dan bai Exodus. Téi khdng bilt c6 BUi ay
(commandant) trong d6. Han khen t6i dan hay. TOi linh cting khoai qua tr0i. BOi yéu cl u, téi tr0
I0i cay dan vOi bai Nomme Je t' aime, rli Valentine cla Jim Brick Man. Nhi ng chl nhOt sau do
t0i né xam 10i r0 t6i di nha th. N6 néi téi khdng di, t0i nd cling n m phong d0 vilt thO cho ban
gai. Téi la PhUt-TO cdng ran di nha thl a0 dan mua vui cho b n.

Ngay 14/9 trli mDa tOm t0, chung t6i phli bo I0t dUOi sinh 10y d0 thi bl n dém. BO 00t10nh glin5
tidng ding hO. Run tay nén cl trung dli khdng ai b0 n dit did m expert cl. Sau ngay 15/9, b0t
diu cleaning up equipment dil chulln bl Graduation (L0 ra trd0 ng).

Culi cung, chung t6i hi ¢ Flag Ceremony la nghi I0 chao qulc kO va xdp ¢ trong nh ng ngay
khoéng treo cl. Drill and Ceremony la ¢ m sung di di n hanh theo 10 nghi quan cach. Ngay 22/9
Platoon cl a téi thi hi ng nhi't (Title Honor Platoon) nén diiIc chin di bilu didn tri0c mdt quan
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khach trong ngay 10 ra tr0ng(ThD Nam 3/10/2002) do0i sO dilu khidn cOa nd Trung-uy
Phao-Binh Marie Gutierrez.

Ngay ra tri 0 ng t0i Community Activity Center, t6i deo 2 huy chiOng vl ném 100 d0nvacln
chill n bayonet. Cung vii ti0 u doan, téi da ddc Ion: "l am an American soldier. | am a member of
the United States Army- a protector of the greatest nation on earth- Because | am proud of the
uniform | wear, | will always act in ways creditable to the military service and the nation it is
sworn to guard

| am proud of my country and its flag. | will try to make the people of this nation proud of the
service | represent, for | am an American soldier.

(Téila mOt ngdOi linh MO. Téi la mOt thanh vién cla BO Binh Hoa-KO- mOt ngd0i lanh trach
nhidm blo vl mOtquOc gia vi dli nhOt trén trai d0t. VOi nil m kiéu hanh cla bl quan phlc trén
ngO0i, t6i luén luén phiilam vO vang trong sU mOnh cla ngCOi linh va t0 qul ¢ ma t6i thl phli
blo vO...

Téi hanh diln vO xO0 sU valacl clatl quic toi. Téi s ¢l ging lam cho nglilidan claditnilc
nay ha&nh diln v sO phlc vl ma téi dang hilln dang, bli vi téi la mOt ngl0i linh Hoa-KU .

(Cam0n Kl s0 HI-Thanh-Viot, ngl0i da lodge cho t6i b0 VNI sl a I1i chinh 1 vao laptop nén
mOividtdllc bai nay.)
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